How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Shmot class #13
From Complaints to Covenants -Part two

- All on the way to Mount Sinai... A thirst for ‘water’
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

In this week's shiur we continue our discussion of the events that transpire from the
time of the Exouds till Am Yisrael arrives at Har Sinai - and how they prepare the
nation for their entry into a covenant at Mt. Sinai

Review of the key events:
The Exodus - being expelled from Egypt/ (with great wealth)
Splitting of the Sea - a 'near death’ experience
Mara - bitter water (becoming sweet)
'Palm Springs' - enjoying the ‘good life'
The 'manna’ experience - a famine experience
No water in Refidim - then hitting the rock for water
War with Amalek - another ‘near death’' experience
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How & why to celebrate Shavuot, according to Devarim 16:9-12
VAV 1807 S1A ,NRRA WD ONTR 77-7900 , NPV npav v

OTI¥A3 [ TR N .

H. The mitzvah of Hakhel in Devarim 31:10
/ to relive Matan Torah
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The shemitta cycle in Vayikra 25:1-6 -

Preparation for Hakhel:
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I. The lack of water and final complaint before Har Sinai - to get to Har Sinai-

The crisis at Refidim -Shmot chapter 17
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1 And all the congregation of the children of
Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin,
by their stages, according to the
commandment of the LORD, and encamped
in Rephidim; and there was no water for the
people to drink.

2 Wherefore the people strove with Moses,
and said: 'Give us water that we may drink.’
And Moses said unto them: 'Why strive ye
with me? wherefore do ye try the LORD?

3 And the people thirsted there for water; and
the people murmured against Moses, and
said: "Wherefore hast thou brought us up out
of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our
cattle with thirst?

4 And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying:
'What shall I do unto this people? they are
almost ready to stone me.’

5 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Pass on
before the people, and take with thee of the
elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou
smotest the river, take in thy hand, and go.

6 Behold, I will stand before thee there upon
the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the
rock, and there shall come water out of it, that
the people may drink.” And Moses did so in
the sight of the elders of Israel.

7 And the name of the place was called Massah,
and Meribah, because of the striving of the
children of Israel, and because they tried the
LORD, saying: 'Is the LORD among us, or not?'

Devarim 6:16 - right after the first parshia of 'kriyat Shema'
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16 Ye shall not try the LORD your God,
as ye tried Him in Massah.

17 Ye shall diligently keep the
commandments of the LORD your God,
and His testimonies, and His statutes,
which He hath commanded thee.



II. Amalek - a final ‘near death’ experience - before arriving at Sinai
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8 Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in
Rephidim.

9 And Moses said unto Joshua: 'Choose us out men,
and go out, fight with Amalek; fomorrow I will stand
on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my
hand.'

10 So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and
fought with Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went
up to the top of the hill.

11 And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand,
that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand,
Amalek prevailed.

12 But Moses' hands were heavy; and they took a
stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and
Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the one on the
one side, and the other on the other side; and his
hands were steady until the going down of the sun.

13 And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people
with the edge of the sword. {P}

14 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Write this for a
memorial in the book, and rehearse it in the ears of
Joshua: for I will utterly blot out the remembrance
of Amalek from under heaven.'

15 And Moses built an altar, and called the name of
it Adonai-nissi.

16 And he said: 'The hand upon the throne of the
LORD: the LORD will have war with Amalek from
generation to generation.'

Note how chapter 19 begins - from Refidim to Sinai
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1 In the third month after the children of Israel were
gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day came
they into the wilderness of Sinai.

2 And when they were departed from Rephidim, and were
come to the wilderness of Sinai, they encamped in the
wilderness; and there Israel encamped before the mount.



ITI. The fear of death at Har Sinai -
Devarim 5:18-28
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in light of Devarim chapter 5

18 These words the LORD spoke unto all your
assembly in the mount out of the midst of the fire,
of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great
voice, and it went on no more. And He wrote them
upon two tables of stone, and gave them unto me.

19 And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice out
of the midst of the darkness, while the mountain did
burn with fire, that ye came near unto me, even all
the heads of your tribes, and your elders;

20 and ye said: 'Behold, the LORD our God hath
shown us His glory and His greatness, and we have
heard His voice out of the midst of the fire; we have
seen this day that God doth speak with man, and he
liveth.

21 Now therefore why should we die? for this great
fire will consume us; if we hear the voice of the
LORD our God any more, then we shall die.

22 For who is there of all flesh, that hath heard the
voice of the living God speaking out of the midst of
the fire, as we have, and lived?

23 6o thou near, and hear all that the LORD our God
may say; and thou shalt speak unto us all that the
LORD our God may speak unto thee; and we will hear
it and do it.'

24 And the LORD heard the voice of your words,
when ye spoke unto me; and the LORD said unto me:
'T have heard the voice of the words of this people,
which they have spoken unto thee; they have well
said all that they have spoken.

25 Oh that they had such a heart as this alway, to
fear Me, and keep all My commandments, that it
might be well with them, and with their children for
ever!

26 Go say to them: Return ye to your tents.

27 But as for thee, stand thou here by Me, and T will
speak unto thee all the commandment, and the
statutes, and the ordinances, which thou shalt teach
them, that they may do them in the land which T give
them to possess it.'



IV. Shmot Chapter 19 - From Covenant to Commandment

Arrival at Har Sinai:

1 In the third month after the children of Israel left
the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the
wilderness of Sinai. 2 And when they were
departed from Rephidim, and were come to the
wilderness of Sinai, they encamped in the
wilderness; and there Israel encamped before the
mount.

The Proposition:

3 And Moses went up unto God, and Hashem
called unto him out of the mountain, saying: 'Thus
shall you say to the house of Jacob, and tell the
children of Israel: 4 You have seen what | did unto
the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’

wings, and brought you unto Myself. 5 NOw
therefore, if you will hearken unto
My voice, and keep My covenant,

[then] you shall be Mine own treasure
from among all peoples;

for [because/ eventhough]
all the earth is Mine;
6 and you shall be for Me a:

kingdom of priests, and a holy

nation. These are the words which you shall speak
unto the children of Israel.'

Bnei Yisrael accept -

7 And Moses came and called for the elders of the
people, and set before them all these words which
Hashem commanded him. 8 And all the people
answered together, and said: 'All that Hashem has
spoken we will do." And Moses reported the words
of the people unto Hashem.

God's Plan(s) for how to transmit the laws

9 And Hashem said unto Moses: 'Lo, | come unto
thee in a thick cloud, that the people may

hear when | speak with thee, and may
also believe thee for ever.! And Moses told the
words of the people unto Hashem. [PLAN ‘A’ -
Moshe]

via

10 And Hashem said unto Moses: 'Go unto the
people, and sanctify them to-day and to-morrow,
and let them wash their garments, 11 and be ready

against the third day; for the third day Hashem
will come down in the sight of all

the people upon mount Sinai. [PLAN ‘B’ -
direct]

Arrival at Har Sinai:
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God's Plan(s) for how to transmit the laws
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PREPARATION.

12 And you shall set bounds unto the people
round about, saying: Take heed to yourselves, that
you go not up into the mount, or touch the border
of it; whosoever touches the mount shall be surely
put to death; 13 no hand shall touch him, but he
shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it
be beast or man, it shall not live; when the ram's
horn soundeth long, they shall come up to the
mount.' 14 And Moses went down from the mount
unto the people, and sanctified the people; and
they washed their garments. 15 And he said unto
the people: 'Be ready against the third day; come
not near awoman.'

REVELATION

16 And it came to pass on the third day, when it
was morning, that there were thunders and
lightnings and a thick cloud upon the mount, and
the voice of a horn exceeding loud; and all the
people that were in the camp

trembled. 17 And Moses brought forth the
people out of the camp to meet God; and they
stood at the nether part of the mount. 18 Now
mount Sinai was altogether on smoke, because
the LORD descended upon it in fire; and the
smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a
furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.

19 And when the voice of the horn waxed louder
and louder, MOSes spoke, and God

answered him with a voice.
LIMITATION

20 And the LORD came down upon mount Sinai, to
the top of the mount; and the LORD called Moses
to the top of the mount; and Moses went up. 21
And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Go down, charge

the people, lest they break through

unto the LORD to gaze, and many of
them perish. 22 And let the priests also, that come
near to the LORD, sanctify themselves, lest the
LORD break forth upon them.' 23 And Moses said
unto the LORD: 'The people cannot come up to
mount Sinai; for thou didst charge us, saying: Set
bounds about the mount, and sanctify it.' 24 And
the LORD said unto him: 'Go, get thee down, and
thou shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with thee;
but let not the priests and the
people break through to come up
unto the LORD, lest He break forth

upon them.' 25 so Moses went down unto the
people, and told them.
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