How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Shmot class #12
From Complaints to Covenants -Part one
From a '3 day journey' to a '6 week ordeal’

- All on the way to Mount Sinai...
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

INTRODUCTION

In last several classes, we focused on Moshe's mission to Bnei Yisrael- to ready
them to take upon themselves the challenge of becoming God's nation.

We also saw how the 'korban Pesach’ may have served as the first stage in this
process - to basically set the stage for the first line of the Ten Commandments’l. In
this week's shiur we trace the events that transpire from the time of the Exouds till
Am Yisrael arrives at Har Sinai - suggest a reason for their thematic purpose.!

Intro - The purpose of the desert experience & the logical complaints
Note the Key events:

The Exodus - being expelled from Egypt/ (with great wealth)

Splitting of the Sea - a 'near death’ experience

Mara - bitter water (becoming sweet)

'Palm Springs' - enjoying the ‘good life'

The 'manna’ experience - a famine experience

No water in Refidim - then hitting the rock for water

War with Amalek - another ‘near death’ experience

A. Review - God’s commandment BEFORE the Plagues — to prepare:
Shmot 6:6-9 - In light of Yechezkel chapter 20
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Review in light of this - the Korban Pesach and it’s ‘anti-Egyptian’ rituals



B. Devarim 8:1-6 / Note how Moshe explains the purpose of desert exp
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1 All the commandment which I
command thee this day shall ye observe
to do, that ye may live, and multiply, and
go in 'and possess the land which the
LORD swore unto your fathers.

2 And thou shalt remember all the way
which the LORD thy God hath led thee
these forty years in the wilderness, that
He might afflict thee, to prove thee, to
know what was in thy heart, whether
thou wouldest keep His commandments,
or no.

3 And He afflicted thee, and suffered
thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna,
which thou knewest not, neither did thy
fathers know; that He might make thee
know that man doth not live by bread
only, but by every thing that proceedeth
out of the mouth of the LORD doth man
live.

4 Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee,
neither did thy foot swell, these forty
years.

5 And thou shalt consider in thy heart,
that, as a man chasteneth his son, so the
LORD thy God chasteneth thee

C. First major complaint -immediately before the splitting of the sea
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10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the
children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and,
behold, the Egyptians were marching
after them; and they were sore afraid,;
and the children of Israel cried out unto
the LORD.

11 And they said unto Moses: 'Because
there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou
taken us away to die in the wilderness?
wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to
bring us forth out of Egypt?

12 [s not this the word that we spoke unto
thee in Egypt, saying: Let us alone, that
we may serve the Egyptians? For it were
better for us to serve the Egyptians, than
that we should die in the wilderness.’
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D. Mara the complaint in Shmot chapter 15
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13 And Moses said unto the
people: 'Fear ye not, stand still,
and see the salvation of the
LORD, which He will work for
you to-day; for whereas ye have
seen the Egyptians to-day, ye shall
see them again no more for ever.

14 The LORD will fight for you,
and ye shall hold your peace.’ {P
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30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that
day out of the hand of the Egyptians;
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead
upon the sea-shore.

31 And Israel saw the great work
which the LORD did upon the
Egyptians, and the people feared the
LORD; and they believed in the
LORD, and in His servant

Moses. {P}

22 And Moses led Israel onward from the Red
Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of
Shur; and they went three days in the
wilderness, and found no water.

23 And when they came to Marah, they could
not drink of the waters of Marah, for they
were bitter. Therefore the name of it was
called Marah.

24 And the people murmured against Moses,
saying: 'What shall we drink?’

25 And he cried unto the LORD; and the
LORD showed him a tree, and he cast it into
the waters, and the waters were made sweet.
There He made for them a statute and an
ordinance, and there He proved them;

26 and He said: 'If thou wilt diligently
hearken to the voice of the LORD thy God,
and wilt do that which is right in His eyes,
and wilt give ear to His commandments, and
keep all His statutes, I will put none of the
diseases upon thee, which I have put upon the
Egyptians; for I am the LORD that healeth
thee.” {S}



27 And they came to Elim, where were twelve
springs of water, and three score and ten
palm-trees; and they encamped there by the
waters.
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E. the Manna - chapter 16
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1 And they took their journey from Elim, and
all the congregation of the children of Israel
came unto the wilderness of Sin, which is
between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of
the second month after their departing out of
the land of Egypt.

2 And the whole congregation of the children
of Israel murmured against Moses and against
Aaron in the wilderness;

3 and the children of Israel said unto them:
'Would that we had died by the hand of the
LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the
flesh-pots, when we did eat bread to the full;
for ye have brought us forth into this
wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with
hunger.’ {S}

4 Then said the LORD unto Moses: 'Behold, 1
will cause to rain bread from heaven for you;
and the people shall go out and gather a day’s
portion every day, that [ may prove them,
whether they will walk in My law, or not.

5 And it shall come to pass on the sixth day that
they shall prepare that which they bring in, and
it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.’

6 And Moses and Aaron said unto all the
children of Israel: At even, then ye shall know
that the LORD hath brought you out from the
land of Egypt;

7 and in the morning, then ye shall see
the glory of the LORD; for that He
hath heard your murmurings against
the LORD; and what are we, that ye
murmur against us?’



The test of the manna experience and its purpose
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16 This is the thing which the LORD
hath commanded: Gather ye of it every
man according to his eating; an omer a
head, according to the number of your
persons, shall ye take it, every man for
them that are in his tent.’

17 And the children of Israel did so,
and gathered some more, some less.

18 And when they did mete it with an
omer, he that gathered much had
nothing over, and he that gathered little
had no lack; they gathered every man
according to his eating.

19 And Moses said unto them: 'Let no
man leave of it till the morning.’

20 Notwithstanding they hearkened not
unto Moses; but some of them left of it
until the morning, and it bred worms,
and rotted; and Moses was wroth with
them.

21 And they gathered it morning by
morning, every man according to his
eating; and as the sun waxed hot, it
melted.

22 And it came to pass that on the sixth
day they gathered twice as much bread,
two omers for each one; and all the
rulers of the congregation came and
told Moses.

23 And he said unto them: 'This is that
which the LORD hath spoken: To-
morrow is a solemn rest, a holy
sabbath unto the LORD. Bake that
which ye will bake, and seethe that
which ye will seethe; and all that
remaineth over lay up for you to be
kept until the morning.’

24 And they laid it up till the morning,
as Moses bade; and it did not rot,
neither was there any worm therein.

25 And Moses said: ’Eat that to-day;
for to-day is a sabbath unto the LORD;
to-day ye shall not find it in the field.
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26 Six days ye shall gather it; but on
the seventh day is the sabbath, in it
there shall be none.’

27 And it came to pass on the seventh
day, that there went out some of the
people to gather, and they found
none. {S}

28 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'How long refuse ye to keep My
commandments and My laws?

29 See that the LORD hath given you
the sabbath; therefore He giveth you
on the sixth day the bread of two days;
abide ye every man in his place, let no
man go out of his place on the seventh
day.’

30 So the people rested on the seventh
day.

31 And the house of Israel called the
name thereof Manna; and it was like
coriander seed, white; and the taste of
it was like wafers made with honey.

32 And Moses said: 'This is the thing
which the LORD hath commanded:
Let an omerful of it be kept throughout
your generations; that they may see the
bread wherewith I fed you in the
wilderness, when I brought you forth
from the land of Egypt.’

33 And Moses said unto Aaron: 'Take
a jar, and put an omerful of manna
therein, and lay it up before the LORD,
to be kept throughout your
generations.’

E. Review the key points re: the manna

1. If someone asks what does ‘omer’' mean?
i.e. translation from Hebrew to English

What would you answer? Also, if someone asks you -

2. Where in the Torah do we find the word “omer”
if so, where?

Do we find it later on in Tanach,
Is the word used in modern Hebrew?

Classic answers:

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

A dry measure

the name of a “korban”

barley

a sheaf of grain (barely or wheat)
a bundle !

How often?



We begin our study with the FIRST mention of ‘omer’ in the Torah-

To our surprise - In the story of the MANNA in Shmot chapter 16
1. A test to prepare the nation for Matan Torah / Shmot 16:4
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3. An '‘omer’' of the manna - next to the “luchot ha'brit” /16:33-34
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4. How much an ‘omer’ weighs: / 16:36
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5. The 2nd mention of the “"omer” -Counting from Pesach to Shavuot -
Vayikra chapter 23:9-22
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6. Remembering to forget the ‘omer’ / Devarim 24:19
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7. The word "omer” in Megillat Rut- 2:5-15 /what the poor collect
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F. How & why to celebrate Shavuot, according to Devarim 16:9-12
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6. Reason for ‘'manna’ according to Moshe Rabeinu in Devarim 8:1-5
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H. The mitzvah of Hakhel in Devarim 31:10
/ to relive Matan Torah
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The shemitta cycle in Vayikra 25:1-6 -

Preparation for Hakhel:
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F. The lack of water and final complaint before Har Sinai - to get to Har Sinai-

The crisis at Refidim -Shmot chapter 17
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1 And all the congregation of the children of
Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin,
by their stages, according to the
commandment of the LORD, and encamped
in Rephidim; and there was no water for the
people to drink.

2 Wherefore the people strove with Moses,
and said: 'Give us water that we may drink.’
And Moses said unto them: 'Why strive ye
with me? wherefore do ye try the LORD?

3 And the people thirsted there for water; and
the people murmured against Moses, and
said: "Wherefore hast thou brought us up out
of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our
cattle with thirst?

4 And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying:
'What shall I do unto this people? they are
almost ready to stone me.’

5 And the LORD said unto Moses: 'Pass on
before the people, and take with thee of the
elders of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou
smotest the river, take in thy hand, and go.

6 Behold, I will stand before thee there upon
the rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the
rock, and there shall come water out of it, that
the people may drink.” And Moses did so in
the sight of the elders of Israel.



