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Habakkuk chapter 1
The pronouncement made by the prophet Habakkuk. 2How long, O LoRbD, shall I cry
out and You not listen, shall I shout to You, “Violence!”” And You not save? *Why do
You make me see iniquity [why] do You look upon wrong?—raiding and violence are
before me, strife continues and contention goes on. *That is why decision fails and
justice never emerges; for the villain hedges in the just man—therefore judgment
emerges deformed. *“Look among the nations, observe well and be utterly astounded;
for a work is being wrought in your days which you would not believe if it were told.
®For lo, | am raising up the Chaldeans, that fierce, impetuous nation, who cross the
earth’s wide spaces to seize homes not their own...

13y ou whose eyes are too pure to look upon evil, Who cannot countenance
wrongdoing, why do You countenance treachery, and stand by idle while the one in
the wrong devours the one in the right?...1*That is why he sacrifices to his trawl and
makes offerings to his net; for through them his portion is rich and his nourishment
fat.
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Habakkuk 2:1-4
11 will stand on my watch, take up my station at the post, and wait to see what
He will say to me, what He will reply to my complaint. 2The LORD answered
me and said: write the prophecy down, inscribe it clearly on tablets, so that it
can be read easily. 3For there is yet a prophecy for a set term, a truthful
witness for a time that will come. Even if it tarries, wait for it still; for it will
surely come, without delay: *Lo, his spirit within him is puffed up, not
upright, but the righteous man is rewarded with life for his fidelity.
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Kohelet 8:14-17

Here is a frustration that occurs in the world: sometimes an upright man is
requited according to the conduct of the scoundrel; and sometimes the
scoundrel is requited according to the conduct of the upright. | say all that is
frustration...*®For | have set my mind to learn wisdom and to observe the
business that goes on in the world—even to the extent of going without sleep
day and night—'"and | have observed all that God brings to pass. Indeed, man
cannot guess the events that occur under the sun. For man tries strenuously, but
fails to guess them; and even if a sage should think to discover them he would

not be able to guess them.
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Job 27:1-6
1Job again took up his theme and said: 2By God who has deprived me of
justice! By Shaddai who has embittered my life! 2As long as there is life in me,
and God’s breath is in my nostrils, My lips will speak no wrong, nor my
tongue utter deceit. °Far be it from me to say you are right; until I die I will
maintain my integrity. 81 persist in my righteousness and will not yield; I shall
be free of reproach as long as I live.
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Makkot 24a
David came and reduced them to eleven [principles]...lsaiah came and
reduced them to six [principles]...Micah came and reduced them to
three [principles]...Again came Isaiah and reduced them to two
[principles]...But it is Habakuk who came and based them all on one
[principle], as it is said, But the righteous shall live by his faith.
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Habakkuk 3:16-19

18] heard and my bowels quaked, my lips quivered at the sound; rot entered into
my bone, | trembled where | stood. Yet | wait calmly for the day of distress, for
a people to come to attack us. 'Though the fig tree does not bud and no yield is
on the vine, though the olive crop has failed and the fields produce no grain,
though sheep have vanished from the fold and no cattle are in the pen, Yet
will I rejoice in the LORD, exult in the God who delivers me. **My Lord Gob is
my strength: He makes my feet like the deer’s and lets me stride upon the
heights. For the leader; with instrumental music.
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Midrash Psalms 7:17

Keep your mouth from being rash (Ecc. 5:1)...When Habakkuk said I
will stand on my watch, Take up my station at the post (Hab.
2:1)....This teaches that he drew a form (tzar tzurah), and stood in its
midst. He said “I will not move from here until You answer me”...God
replied, “you are not an ignoramus, but rather a Torah scholar!”...When
Habakkuk heard this, he fell on his face and supplicated. He said,
“Master of the Universe! Do not judge me as a willful transgressor, but
rather as an inadvertent sinner” (shogeg). This is what is written, A
prayer of the prophet Habakkuk. In the mode of Shigionoth (Hab. 3:1).
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Ta’anit 23a

The people sent a message to Honi the Circle Drawer, Pray that rain may fall.
He prayed and no rain fell. He thereupon drew a circle and stood within it in
the same way as the prophet Habakuk had done, as it is said, | will stand upon
my watch, and set me upon the tower etc...



Thereupon Simeon b. Shetah sent this message to him, if you were not Honi |
would have excommunicated you...But what can I do to you who acts
petulantly before the Omnipresent and He grants your desire, as a son who acts
petulantly before his father and he grants his desires.
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Ibn Ezra on Habakkuk 1:1

... This prophet began to quote the righteous of Isracl who were shouting to
God on account of Nebuchadnezzar’s atrocities.




