Biblical Faith and the Ways of Wisdom

& Saved

+  Lecture 2: To Rain Down on Uninhabited Land

Job and the Wisdom of the East
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(10) Solomon’s wisdom was greater than
the wisdom of all the People of the East
and than all the wisdom of the

Egyptians.

(16) And God M commanded the man,
saying, “Of every tree of the garden you
are free to eat; (17) but as for the tree of
knowledge of good and bad, you must
not eat of it; for as soon as you eat of it,

you shall die.”

(19) The LORD founded the earth by
wisdom; He established the heavens by

understanding;
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(7) After a time, his master’s wife cast her
eyes upon Joseph and said, “Lie with
me.” (8) But he refused. He said to his
master’s wife, “Look, with me here, my
master gives no thought to anything in
this house, and all that he owns he has
placed in my hands. (9) He wields no
more authority in this house than I, and
he has withheld nothing from me except
yourself, since you are his wife. How
then could I do this most wicked thing,
and sin before God?”

(21) M was with Joseph—extending
kindness to him and disposing the chief
jailer favorably toward him. (22) The
chief jailer put in Joseph’s charge all the
prisoners who were in that prison, and
he was the one to carry out everything
that was done there. (23) The chief jailer
did not supervise anything that was in
Joseph’s charge, because M’ was with
him, and whatever he did 77° made

successful.

(10) The beginning of wisdom is the fear
of the LORD; all who practice it gain
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sound understanding. Praise of Him is

everlasting.

(1) Hallelujah. Happy is the man who
fears the LORD, who is ardently devoted
to His commandments. (2) His
descendants will be mighty in the land, a
blessed generation of upright men. (3)
Wealth and riches are in his house, and
his beneficence lasts forever. (4) A light
shines for the upright in the darkness; he
is gracious, compassionate, and
beneficent. (5) All goes well with the
man who lends generously, who
conducts his affairs with equity. (6) He
shall never be shaken; the beneficent
man will be remembered forever. (7) He
is not afraid of evil tidings; his heart is
firm, he trusts in the LORD. (8) His
heart is resolute, he is unafraid; in the
end he will see the fall of his foes. (9) He
gives freely to the poor; his beneficence
lasts forever; his horn is exalted in
honor. (10) The wicked man shall see it
and be vexed; he shall gnash his teeth;
his courage shall fail. The desire of the

wicked shall come to nothing.
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(19) But Joseph said to them, “Have no
fear! Am I a substitute for God? (20)
Besides, although you intended me
harm, God intended it for good, so as to
bring about the present result—the

survival of many people.

(1) There was a man in the land of Uz
named Job. That man was blameless and
upright; he feared God and shunned
evil. (2) Seven sons and three daughters
were born to him; (3) his possessions
were seven thousand sheep, three
thousand camels, five hundred yoke of
oxen and five hundred she-asses, and a
very large household. That man was
wealthier than anyone in the East. (4) It
was the custom of his sons to hold
feasts, each on his set day in his own
home. They would invite their three
sisters to eat and drink with them. (5)
When a round of feast days was over,
Job would send word to them to sanctify
themselves, and, rising early in the

morning, he would make burnt
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offerings, one for each of them; for Job
thought, “Perhaps my children have
sinned and blasphemed God in their
thoughts.” This is what Job always used
to do. (6) One day the divine beings
presented themselves before the LORD,
and the Adversary came along with
them. (7) The LORD said to the
Adversary, “Where have you been?” The
Adversary answered the LORD, “I have
been roaming all over the earth.” (8) The
LORD said to the Adversary, “Have you
noticed My servant Job? There is no one
like him on earth, a blameless and
upright man who fears God and shuns
evill” (9) The Adversary answered the
LORD, “Does Job not have good reason
to fear God? (10) Why, it is You who
have fenced him round, him and his
household and all that he has. You have
blessed his efforts so that his possessions
spread out in the land. (11) But lay Your
hand upon all that he has and he will
surely blaspheme You to Your face.” (12)
The LORD replied to the Adversary,
“See, all that he has is in your power;
only do not lay a hand on him.” The
Adversary departed from the presence of
the LORD. (13) One day, as his sons and

daughters were eating and drinking wine
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in the house of their eldest brother, (14)
a messenger came to Job and said, “The
oxen were plowing and the she-asses
were grazing alongside them (15) when
Sabeans attacked them and carried them
off, and put the boys to the sword; I
alone have escaped to tell you.” (16) This
one was still speaking when another
came and said, “God’s fire fell from
heaven, took hold of the sheep and the
boys, and burned them up; I alone have
escaped to tell you.” (17) This one was
still speaking when another came and
said, “A Chaldean formation of three
columns made a raid on the camels and
carried them off and put the boys to the
sword; I alone have escaped to tell you.”
(18) This one was still speaking when
another came and said, “Your sons and
daughters were eating and drinking wine
in the house of their eldest brother (19)
when suddenly a mighty wind came
from the wilderness. It struck the four
corners of the house so that it collapsed
upon the young people and they died; I
alone have escaped to tell you.” (20)
Then Job arose, tore his robe, cut off his
hair, and threw himself on the ground
and worshiped. (21) He said, “Naked

came I out of my mother’s womb, and
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naked shall I return there; the LORD has
given, and the LORD has taken away;
blessed be the name of the LORD.” (22)
For all that, Job did not sin nor did he

cast reproach on God.

Moses wrote his own book, i.c., the

Torah...and the book of Job.

Rabbi Levi bar Lahma says: Job lived

in the time of Moses.

Rava says: Job lived at the time of the
spies whom Moses sent to scout the

land of Canaan.

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani...said: Job

never existed Rather, his story was a

parable.

Rabbi Yohanan and Rabbi Elazar both
say: Job was among those who
ascended from the exile at the start of

the Second Temple period.

Rabbi Elazar says: Job lived in the days
of the judging of the Judges
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God the Omnipotent

Job the Good
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Doctrine of Retribution

Job 38

(1) Then the LORD replied to Job out of
the storm and said: (2) Who is this who
darkens counsel, Speaking without

knowledge?

(4) Where were you when I laid the
earth’s foundations? Speak if you have

understanding.

(12) Have you ever commanded the day
to break, Assigned the dawn its place,
(13) So that it seizes the corners of the
earth And shakes the wicked out of it ...
(15) So that light is withheld from the

wicked...?


https://www.sefaria.org/Job%2038
https://www.sefaria.org/Job%2038

PIT? T YR APEY 3707R (1)
TPRTRY PIRTIY PuRaT 09) (nivp

ARY 1aab @) 2 278K 237
XYY RYH WA ARUD

"ERTOR WRYA YAYDR 7i ()
(7) ... DT DRNK MIER 2N WX
+IAY2 DY AN

T3Y) D22 MATAR I @)
TRTRT R MATRD) DRI NN
VIR DO AANY NN KD
.27 PIRT Y

2717 oipnd XY 7037 ¥ 03 (v
PR 1281 IR 9y Y13 @) Pl

(25) Who cut a channel for the torrents
And a path for the thunderstorms, (26)

To rain down on uninhabited land, On
the wilderness where no man is, (27) To
saturate the desolate wasteland, And

make the crop of grass sprout forth?

(13) If, then, you obey the
commandments that I enjoin upon you
this day...(14) I will grant the rain for

your land in season...

(17) For mn”’s anger will flare up against
you, shutting up the skies so that there

will be no rain and the ground will not

yield its produce; and you will soon

perish from the good land...

(1) There is a mine for silver, And a place
where gold is refined. (2) Iron is taken

out of the earth, And copper smelted


https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy%2011:13-17
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy%2011:13-17
https://www.sefaria.org/Job%2028
https://www.sefaria.org/Job%2028

N9y PIAR TR0TDiPR () (AYIM
(M .0y WKL 0y o Y am
WnHna (o) LG PIWTI IMNTIRD
NiMEa ©) @7 W 1 I nov
Wan ninal 022n &) .. Y3 DR
I XY AR

Dipn 1 R) R¥BD TRR 39207 ()
X9 AR 00 1KY (v) 102
TR .. TATARN A2 DpYd
DPIpn BT

aipn 7f X1 Rian PRe AR )
LT3 PR RPN () P

YT RIT] A37T P27 AR ()
PpWn M7 Nivy? (o) rARipRTIR
190" AR IR (1) 17702 127 D
DTRY | MM (n9) ApTTON AT

from rock...(6) Its rocks are a source of
sapphires; It contains gold dust too. (7)
No bird of prey knows the path to it...(8)
The proud beasts have not reached it...
(9) Man sets his hand against the flinty
rock And overturns mountains by the
roots. (10) He carves out channels
through rock... (11) He dams up the
sources of the streams So that hidden

things may be brought to light.

(12) But where can wisdom be found;
Where is the source of
understanding?(15) It cannot be bartered
for gold; Silver cannot be paid out as its
price. (18) ...A pouch of wisdom is

better than rubies.

(20) But whence does wisdom come?
Where is the source of understanding?
(21) It is hidden from the eyes of all

living....

(23) God understands the way to it; He
knows its source...(25) When He fixed
the weight of the winds, Set the measure
of the waters...(27) Then He saw it and
gauged it; He measured it and probed it.

(28) He said to man, “See! Fear of the
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