
EG Eric Grossman

Lecture 2: To Rain Down on Uninhabited Land

Job and the Wisdom of the East

מלכים א ה׳:י׳ I Kings 5:10

 

ת  ה מֵחׇכְמַ֖ ת שְׁלֹמֹ֔ רֶב֙ חׇכְמַ֣ (י) וַתֵּ֙

יִם׃  ת מִצְרָֽ ל חׇכְמַ֥ דֶם וּמִכֹּ֖ כׇּל־בְּנֵי־קֶ֑

(10) Solomon’s wisdom was greater than 

the wisdom of all the People of the East 

and than all the wisdom of the 

Egyptians. 

בראשית ב׳:ט״ז-י״ז Genesis 2:16-17

 

ר  ם לֵאמֹ֑ אָדָ֖ ים עַל־הָֽ (טז) וַיְצַו֙ יהוה אֱלֹהִ֔

ץ  ל׃ (יז) וּמֵעֵ֗ ל תֹּאכֵֽ  ן אָכֹ֥ ץ־הַגָּ֖ ל עֵֽ מִכֹּ֥

י  נּוּ כִּ֗ ל מִמֶּ֑ א תֹאכַ֖ ע לֹ֥ עַת֙ ט֣וֹב וָרָ֔ הַדַּ֙

נּוּ מ֥וֹת תָּמֽוּת׃  בְּי֛וֹם אֲכׇלְךָ֥ מִמֶּ֖

(16) And God יהוה commanded the man, 

saying, “Of every tree of the garden you 

are free to eat; (17) but as for the tree of 

knowledge of good and bad, you must 

not eat of it; for as soon as you eat of it, 

you shall die.” 

משלי ג׳:י״ט Proverbs 3:19

 

יִם  מַ֗  ן שָׁ֝ רֶץ כּוֹנֵ֥ ה יָסַד־אָ֑ (יט) יהוה בְּחׇכְמָ֥

ה׃  בִּתְבוּנָֽ

(19) The LORD founded the earth by 

wisdom; He established the heavens by 

understanding; 

בראשית ל״ט Genesis 39
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א  לֶּה וַתִּשָּׂ֧ ים הָאֵ֔ י אַחַר֙ הַדְּבָרִ֣ (ז) וַיְהִ֗

אמֶר  ף וַתֹּ֖ יהָ אֶל־יוֹסֵ֑ יו אֶת־עֵינֶ֖ שֶׁת־אֲדֹנָ֛ אֵֽ

אמֶר֙  ֹ֙ ן ׀ וַיּ י׃ (ח) וַיְמָאֵ֓ ה עִמִּֽ שִׁכְבָ֥

י  ע אִתִּ֖ י לֹא־יָדַ֥ ן אֲדֹנִ֔ יו הֵ֣ שֶׁת אֲדֹנָ֔ אֶל־אֵ֣

י׃ (ט)  ן בְּיָדִֽ ל אֲשֶׁר־יֶשׁ־ל֖וֹ נָתַ֥ יִת וְכֹ֥ מַה־בַּבָּ֑

ךְ  א־חָשַׂ֤ נִּי֒ וְלֹֽ יִת הַזֶּה֮ מִמֶּ֒ נּוּ גָד֜וֹל בַּבַּ֣ אֵינֶ֨

ר  ךְ בַּאֲשֶׁ֣ י אִם־אוֹתָ֖ נִּי֙ מְא֔וּמָה כִּ֥ מִמֶּ֙

ה הַגְּדֹלָה֙  ה הָרָעָ֤ עֱשֶׂ֜ יךְ אֶֽ אַתְּ־אִשְׁתּ֑וֹ וְאֵ֨

ים׃  אלֹהִֽ אתִי לֵֽ את וְחָטָ֖ הַזֹּ֔

סֶד  יו חָ֑ ף וַיֵּ֥ט אֵלָ֖ י יהוה אֶת־יוֹסֵ֔ (כא) וַיְהִ֤

הַר׃ (כב)  ר בֵּית־הַסֹּֽ י שַׂ֥ ן חִנּ֔וֹ בְּעֵינֵ֖ וַיִּתֵּ֣

ת  ף אֵ֚ הַר֙ בְּיַד־יוֹסֵ֔ ר בֵּית־הַסֹּ֙ ן שַׂ֤ וַיִּתֵּ֞

ת  הַר וְאֵ֨ ית הַסֹּ֑ ר בְּבֵ֣ ם אֲשֶׁ֖ אֲסִירִ֔ כׇּל־הָ֣

ה׃  ם ה֖וּא הָיָ֥ה עֹשֶֽׂ ר עֹשִׂים֙ שָׁ֔ כׇּל־אֲשֶׁ֤

ה  הַר רֹאֶ֤ ר בֵּית־הַסֹּ֗ ין ׀ שַׂ֣ (כג) אֵ֣

ר יהוה אִתּ֑וֹ  ת־כׇּל־מְא֙וּמָה֙ בְּיָד֔וֹ בַּאֲשֶׁ֥ אֶֽ

יחַ׃ ה יהוה מַצְלִֽ אֲשֶׁר־ה֥וּא עֹשֶׂ֖ ֽ וַ

(7) After a time, his master’s wife cast her 

eyes upon Joseph and said, “Lie with 

me.” (8) But he refused. He said to his 

master’s wife, “Look, with me here, my 

master gives no thought to anything in 

this house, and all that he owns he has 

placed in my hands. (9) He wields no 

more authority in this house than I, and 

he has withheld nothing from me except 

yourself, since you are his wife. How 

then could I do this most wicked thing, 

and sin before God?” 

 was with Joseph—extending יהוה (21)

kindness to him and disposing the chief 

jailer favorably toward him. (22) The 

chief jailer put in Joseph’s charge all the 

prisoners who were in that prison, and 

he was the one to carry out everything 

that was done there. (23) The chief jailer 

did not supervise anything that was in 

Joseph’s charge, because יהוה was with 

him, and whatever he did יהוה made 

successful. 

תהילים קי״א:י׳ Psalms 111:10

כֶל  ת יהוה שֵׂ֣ ה ׀ יִרְאַ֬ ית חׇכְמָ֨ אשִׁ֤ (י) רֵ֘

ד׃  דֶת לָעַֽ הִלָּת֗וֹ עֹמֶ֥ ם תְּ֝ שֵׂיהֶ֑ ט֭וֹב לְכׇל־עֹֽ

(10) The beginning of wisdom is the fear 

of the LORD; all who practice it gain 
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sound understanding. Praise of Him is 

everlasting. 

תהילים קי״ב Psalms 112

 

א אֶת־יהוה  ישׁ יָרֵ֣ הּ ׀ אַשְׁרֵי־אִ֭ לְלוּ־יָ֨ (א) הַ֥

אָרֶץ  ד׃ (ב) גִּבּ֣וֹר בָּ֭ ץ מְאֹֽ יו חָפֵ֥ מִצְוֺתָ֗ בְּ֝

ךְ׃ (ג)  ים יְבֹרָֽ יִהְיֶה֣ זַרְע֑וֹ דּ֖וֹר יְשָׁרִ֣

ד׃  דֶת לָעַֽ צִדְקָת֗וֹ עֹמֶ֥ שֶׁר בְּבֵית֑וֹ וְ֝ הוֹן־וָעֹ֥

ים חַנּ֖וּן וְרַח֣וּם  שֶׁךְ א֭וֹר לַיְשָׁרִ֑ ח בַּחֹ֣ רַ֤ (ד) זָ֘

ל  ֑ה יְכַלְכֵּ֖  ן וּמַלְוֶ ישׁ חוֹנֵ֣ יק׃ (ה) טֽוֹב־אִ֭ וְצַדִּֽ

א־יִמּ֑וֹט  ם לֹֽ י־לְעוֹלָ֥ ט׃ (ו) כִּֽ יו בְּמִשְׁפָּֽ דְּבָרָ֣

ה  יק׃ (ז) מִשְּׁמוּעָ֣ ם יִהְיֶ֥ה צַדִּֽ כֶר ע֝וֹלָ֗ לְזֵ֥

חַ בַּיהוה׃ (ח)  בּ֗וֹ בָּטֻ֥ א נָכ֥וֹן לִ֝ א יִירָ֑ עָה לֹ֣ רָ֭

ה  ד אֲשֶׁר־יִרְאֶ֣ א עַ֖ א יִירָ֑ בּוֹ לֹ֣ סָמ֣וּךְ לִ֭

דְקָתוֹ  ים צִ֭ ן לָאֶבְיוֹנִ֗ תַ֤ ר ׀ נָ֘ יו׃ (ט) פִּזַּ֤ בְצָרָֽ

ע  שָׁ֤ רְנ֗וֹ תָּר֥וּם בְּכָבֽוֹד׃ (י) רָ֘ ד קַ֝ דֶת לָעַ֑ עֹמֶ֣

ת  ֖ ס תַּאֲוַ ק וְנָמָ֑ יו יַחֲרֹ֣ ס שִׁנָּ֣ ה ׀ וְכָעָ֗ יִרְאֶ֨

ד׃  ים תֹּאבֵֽ רְשָׁעִ֣

(1) Hallelujah. Happy is the man who 

fears the LORD, who is ardently devoted 

to His commandments. (2) His 

descendants will be mighty in the land, a 

blessed generation of upright men. (3) 

Wealth and riches are in his house, and 

his beneficence lasts forever. (4) A light 

shines for the upright in the darkness; he 

is gracious, compassionate, and 

beneficent. (5) All goes well with the 

man who lends generously, who 

conducts his affairs with equity. (6) He 

shall never be shaken; the beneficent 

man will be remembered forever. (7) He 

is not afraid of evil tidings; his heart is 

firm, he trusts in the LORD. (8) His 

heart is resolute, he is unafraid; in the 

end he will see the fall of his foes. (9) He 

gives freely to the poor; his beneficence 

lasts forever; his horn is exalted in 

honor. (10) The wicked man shall see it 

and be vexed; he shall gnash his teeth; 

his courage shall fail. The desire of the 

wicked shall come to nothing. 
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בראשית נ׳:ט״ו-כ׳ Genesis 50:15-20

 

י  אוּ כִּ֛ ף אַל־תִּירָ֑ ם יוֹסֵ֖ אמֶר אֲלֵהֶ֛ (יט) וַיֹּ֧

ם  ם חֲשַׁבְתֶּ֥ נִי׃ (כ) וְאַתֶּ֕ ים אָֽ חַת אֱלֹהִ֖ הֲתַ֥

עַן  ה לְמַ֗ הּ לְטֹבָ֔ ה אֱלֹהִים֙ חֲשָׁבָ֣ י רָעָ֑ עָלַ֖

ב׃  ת עַם־רָֽ ה לְהַחֲיֹ֥ ה כַּיּ֥וֹם הַזֶּ֖ עֲשֹׂ֛

(19) But Joseph said to them, “Have no 

fear! Am I a substitute for God? (20) 

Besides, although you intended me 

harm, God intended it for good, so as to 

bring about the present result—the 

survival of many people. 

איוב א׳ Job 1

רֶץ־ע֖וּץ אִיּ֣וֹב שְׁמ֑וֹ  ישׁ הָיָ֥ה בְאֶֽ (א) אִ֛

א  ר וִירֵ֥ ם וְיָשָׁ֛ ישׁ הַה֗וּא תָּ֧ וְהָיָ֣ה ׀ הָאִ֣

ה  לְדוּ ל֛וֹ שִׁבְעָ֥ ֥ ע׃ (ב) וַיִּוָּ ר מֵרָֽ ים וְסָ֥ אֱלֹהִ֖

הוּ  קְנֵ֠ י מִ֠ ים וְשָׁל֥וֹשׁ בָּנֽוֹת׃ (ג) וַיְהִ֣ בָנִ֖

ים  י גְמַלִּ֗ אן וּשְׁלֹ֧שֶׁת אַלְפֵ֣ ת אַלְפֵי־צֹ֜ בְעַ֨ שִֽׁ

שׁ מֵא֣וֹת  מֶד־בָּקָר֙ וַחֲמֵ֣ שׁ מֵא֤וֹת צֶֽ וַחֲמֵ֨

ישׁ   יְהִי֙ הָאִ֣ ֽ ד וַ ה מְאֹ֑ ה רַבָּ֣ אֲתוֹנ֔וֹת וַעֲבֻדָּ֖

דֶם׃ (ד) וְהָלְכ֤וּ  הַה֔וּא גָּד֖וֹל מִכׇּל־בְּנֵי־קֶֽ

ישׁ יוֹמ֑וֹ וְשָׁלְח֗וּ  ית אִ֣ ה בֵּ֖ בָנָיו֙ וְעָשׂ֣וּ מִשְׁתֶּ֔

ל  ם לֶאֱכֹ֥ רְאוּ֙ לִשְׁלֹ֣שֶׁת אַחְיֹתֵיהֶ֔ וְ קָֽ

י  יפוּ֩ יְמֵ֨ י הִקִּ֩ י כִּ֣ ם׃ (ה) וַיְהִ֡ וְלִשְׁתּ֖וֹת עִמָּהֶֽ

ים  ם וְהִשְׁכִּ֣  יְקַדְּשֵׁ֗ ֽ ח אִיּ֣וֹב וַ ה וַיִּשְׁלַ֧ הַמִּשְׁתֶּ֜

י  ר כֻּלָּם֒ כִּ֚ ה עֹלוֹת֮ מִסְפַּ֣ קֶר֮ וְהֶעֱלָ֣ בַּבֹּ֘

י וּבֵרְכ֥וּ  ר אִיּ֔וֹב אוּלַי֙ חָטְא֣וּ בָנַ֔ אָמַ֣

ה אִיּ֖וֹב  כָה יַעֲשֶׂ֥ ם כָּ֛ ים בִּלְבָבָ֑ אֱלֹהִ֖

(1) There was a man in the land of Uz 

named Job. That man was blameless and 

upright; he feared God and shunned 

evil. (2) Seven sons and three daughters 

were born to him; (3) his possessions 

were seven thousand sheep, three 

thousand camels, five hundred yoke of 

oxen and five hundred she-asses, and a 

very large household. That man was 

wealthier than anyone in the East. (4) It 

was the custom of his sons to hold 

feasts, each on his set day in his own 

home. They would invite their three 

sisters to eat and drink with them. (5) 

When a round of feast days was over, 

Job would send word to them to sanctify 

themselves, and, rising early in the 

morning, he would make burnt 
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אוּ֙ בְּנֵ֣י  י הַיּ֔וֹם וַיָּבֹ֙ ים׃ {פ}(ו) וַיְהִ֣ כׇּל־הַיָּמִֽ

ב עַל־יהוה וַיָּב֥וֹא  ים לְהִתְיַצֵּ֖ הָאֱלֹהִ֔

אמֶר יהוה  ם׃ (ז) וַיֹּ֧ ן בְּתוֹכָֽ ם־הַשָּׂטָ֖ גַֽ

ן  עַן הַשָּׂטָ֤ א וַיַּ֨ יִן תָּבֹ֑ ן מֵאַ֣ אֶל־הַשָּׂטָ֖

ךְ  הִתְהַלֵּ֖ רֶץ וּמֵֽ ר מִשּׁ֣וּט בָּאָ֔ אֶת־יהוה וַיֹּאמַ֔

מְתָּ  ן הֲשַׂ֥ אמֶר יהוה אֶל־הַשָּׂטָ֔ הּ׃ (ח) וַיֹּ֤ בָּֽ

רֶץ  הוּ֙ בָּאָ֔ ין כָּמֹ֙ י אֵ֤ י אִיּ֑וֹב כִּ֣ לִבְּךָ֖ עַל־עַבְדִּ֣

ע׃  ר מֵרָֽ ים וְסָ֥ א אֱלֹהִ֖ ר יְרֵ֥ ם וְיָשָׁ֛ ישׁ תָּ֧ אִ֣

ם  חִנָּ֔ ר הַֽ ן אֶת־יהוה וַיֹּאמַ֑ (ט) וַיַּ֧עַן הַשָּׂטָ֛

ה](את)  תָּ֠ א־[אַ֠ ים׃ (י) הֲלֹֽ א אִיּ֖וֹב אֱלֹהִֽ יָרֵ֥

ד  כְתָּ בַעֲד֧וֹ וּבְעַד־בֵּית֛וֹ וּבְעַ֥ שַׂ֣

כְתָּ  ה יָדָיו֙ בֵּרַ֔ יב מַעֲשֵׂ֤ כׇּל־אֲשֶׁר־ל֖וֹ מִסָּבִ֑

רֶץ׃ (יא) וְאוּלָם֙  ץ בָּאָֽ הוּ פָּרַ֥ וּמִקְנֵ֖

א  ע בְּכׇל־אֲשֶׁר־ל֑וֹ אִם־לֹ֥  דְךָ֔ וְגַ֖ ח־נָ֣א יָֽ לַֽ שְֽׁ

אמֶר יהוה  ךָּ׃ (יב) וַיֹּ֨ יךָ יְבָרְכֶֽ עַל־פָּנֶ֖

ק  ךָ רַ֣ ן הִנֵּ֤ה כׇל־אֲשֶׁר־לוֹ֙ בְּיָדֶ֔ אֶל־הַשָּׂטָ֗

ם  ן מֵעִ֖ ךָ וַיֵּצֵא֙ הַשָּׂטָ֔ ח יָדֶ֑ יו אַל־תִּשְׁלַ֖ אֵלָ֔

יו  יו וּבְנֹתָ֤ י הַיּ֑וֹם וּבָנָ֨ י יהוה׃ (יג) וַיְהִ֖ פְּנֵ֥

ם הַבְּכֽוֹר׃  ית אֲחִיהֶ֥ יִן בְּבֵ֖ ים יַ֔ כְלִים֙ וְשֹׁתִ֣ אֹֽ

ר הַבָּקָר֙  א אֶל־אִיּ֖וֹב וַיֹּאמַ֑ ךְ בָּ֥ (יד) וּמַלְאָ֛

ם׃  רְשׁ֔וֹת וְהָאֲתֹנ֖וֹת רֹע֥וֹת עַל־יְדֵיהֶֽ הָי֣וּ חֹֽ

ים  ם וְאֶת־הַנְּעָרִ֖ ל שְׁבָא֙ וַתִּקָּחֵ֔ (טו) וַתִּפֹּ֤

י  י לְבַדִּ֖ ה רַק־אֲנִ֛ לְטָ֧ רֶב וָאִמָּ֨ הִכּ֣וּ לְפִי־חָ֑

א  ר וְזֶה֮ בָּ֣ ךְ׃ (טז) ע֣וֹד ׀ זֶ֣ה מְדַבֵּ֗ יד לָֽ לְהַגִּ֥

offerings, one for each of them; for Job 

thought, “Perhaps my children have 

sinned and blasphemed God in their 

thoughts.” This is what Job always used 

to do. (6) One day the divine beings 

presented themselves before the LORD, 

and the Adversary came along with 

them. (7) The LORD said to the 

Adversary, “Where have you been?” The 

Adversary answered the LORD, “I have 

been roaming all over the earth.” (8) The 

LORD said to the Adversary, “Have you 

noticed My servant Job? There is no one 

like him on earth, a blameless and 

upright man who fears God and shuns 

evil!” (9) The Adversary answered the 

LORD, “Does Job not have good reason 

to fear God? (10) Why, it is You who 

have fenced him round, him and his 

household and all that he has. You have 

blessed his efforts so that his possessions 

spread out in the land. (11) But lay Your 

hand upon all that he has and he will 

surely blaspheme You to Your face.” (12) 

The LORD replied to the Adversary, 

“See, all that he has is in your power; 

only do not lay a hand on him.” The 

Adversary departed from the presence of 

the LORD. (13) One day, as his sons and 

daughters were eating and drinking wine 



יִם  פְלָה֙ מִן־הַשָּׁמַ֔ ים נָֽ שׁ אֱלֹהִ֗ וַיֹּאמַר֒ אֵ֣

ה  לְטָ֧ ם וָאִמָּ֨ אכְלֵ֑ ים וַתֹּֽ אן וּבַנְּעָרִ֖ ר בַּצֹּ֛ וַתִּבְעַ֥

ךְ׃ (יז) ע֣וֹד ׀ זֶ֣ה  יד לָֽ י לְהַגִּ֥ י לְבַדִּ֖ רַק־אֲנִ֛

מוּ ׀  ים שָׂ֣ א וַיֹּאמַר֒ כַּשְׂדִּ֞ ר וְזֶה֮ בָּ֣ מְדַבֵּ֗

 יִּפְשְׁט֤וּ עַל־הַגְּמַלִּים֙  ֽ ים וַ ה רָאשִׁ֗ שְׁלֹשָׁ֣

רֶב  ים הִכּ֣וּ לְפִי־חָ֑ וַיִּקָּח֔וּם וְאֶת־הַנְּעָרִ֖

ךְ׃ (יח)  יד לָֽ י לְהַגִּ֥ י לְבַדִּ֖ ה רַק־אֲנִ֛ לְטָ֧ וָאִמָּ֨

יךָ  ר בָּנֶ֨ א וַיֹּאמַ֑ ה בָּ֣ ר וְזֶ֖ ד זֶ֣ה מְדַבֵּ֔ עַ֚

ם  ית אֲחִיהֶ֥ יִן בְּבֵ֖ ים יַ֔ כְלִים֙ וְשֹׁתִ֣ יךָ אֹֽ וּבְנוֹתֶ֤

אָה ׀  ה בָּ֣ הַבְּכֽוֹר׃ (יט) וְהִנֵּה֩ ר֨וּחַ גְּדוֹלָ֜

יִת  ר וַיִּגַּע֙ בְּאַרְבַּע֙ פִּנּ֣וֹת הַבַּ֔ בֶר הַמִּדְבָּ֗ מֵעֵ֣

ה  לְטָ֧ ים וַיָּמ֑וּתוּ וָאִמָּ֨ ל עַל־הַנְּעָרִ֖ וַיִּפֹּ֥

ךְ׃ (כ) וַיָּ֤ קׇם אִיּוֹב֙  יד לָֽ י לְהַגִּ֥ י לְבַדִּ֖ רַק־אֲנִ֛

ל   גׇז אֶת־רֹאשׁ֑וֹ וַיִּפֹּ֥ ע אֶת־מְעִל֔וֹ וַיָּ֖ וַיִּקְרַ֣

תִי  ם יָצָ֜ אמֶר֩ עָרֹ֨ חוּ׃ (כא) וַיֹּ֩ רְצָה וַיִּשְׁתָּֽ אַ֖

ן  מָּה יהוה נָתַ֔ י וְעָרֹם֙ אָשׁ֣וּב שָׁ֔ טֶן אִמִּ֗ מִבֶּ֣

ךְ׃ (כב)  ם יהוה מְבֹרָֽ י שֵׁ֥ ח יְהִ֛ יהוה לָ קָ֑ ֽ וַ

ה  ן תִּפְלָ֖ א אִיּ֑וֹב וְלֹא־נָתַ֥ את לֹא־חָטָ֣ בְּכׇל־זֹ֖

ים׃  לֵאלֹהִֽ

in the house of their eldest brother, (14) 

a messenger came to Job and said, “The 

oxen were plowing and the she-asses 

were grazing alongside them (15) when 

Sabeans attacked them and carried them 

off, and put the boys to the sword; I 

alone have escaped to tell you.” (16) This 

one was still speaking when another 

came and said, “God’s fire fell from 

heaven, took hold of the sheep and the 

boys, and burned them up; I alone have 

escaped to tell you.” (17) This one was 

still speaking when another came and 

said, “A Chaldean formation of three 

columns made a raid on the camels and 

carried them off and put the boys to the 

sword; I alone have escaped to tell you.” 

(18) This one was still speaking when 

another came and said, “Your sons and 

daughters were eating and drinking wine 

in the house of their eldest brother (19) 

when suddenly a mighty wind came 

from the wilderness. It struck the four 

corners of the house so that it collapsed 

upon the young people and they died; I 

alone have escaped to tell you.” (20) 

Then Job arose, tore his robe, cut off his 

hair, and threw himself on the ground 

and worshiped. (21) He said, “Naked 

came I out of my mother’s womb, and 



 

naked shall I return there; the LORD has 

given, and the LORD has taken away; 

blessed be the name of the LORD.” (22) 

For all that, Job did not sin nor did he 

cast reproach on God. 

בבא בתרא ט״ו Bava Batra 15

 . וְאִיּוֹבמֹשֶׁה כָּתַב סִפְרוֹ...

אָמַר רַבִּי לֵוִי בַּר לַחְמָא: אִיּוֹב בִּימֵי 

מֹשֶׁה הָיָה 

רָבָא אָמַר: אִיּוֹב בִּימֵי מְרַגְּלִים הָיָה

... אִיּוֹב לֹא הָיָה 

וְלֹא נִבְרָא, אֶלָּא מָשָׁל הָיָה. 

דְּרַבִּי שְׁמוּאֵל בַּר נַחְמָנִי

 דְאָמְרִי תַּרְוַיְיהוּ: 

אִיּוֹב מֵעוֹלֵי גוֹלָה הָיָה

וְרַבִּי אֶלְעָזָררַבִּי יוֹחָנָן

רַבִּי אֶלְעָזָר אוֹמֵר: אִיּוֹב בִּימֵי שְׁפוֹט 

הַשּׁוֹפְטִים הָיָה

Moses wrote his own book, i.e., the 

Torah...and the book of Job.  

Rabbi Levi bar Laḥma says: Job lived 

in the time of Moses.  

Rava says: Job lived at the time of the 

spies whom Moses sent to scout the 

land of Canaan. 

Rabbi Shmuel bar Naḥmani...said: Job 

never existed Rather, his story was a 

parable. 

Rabbi Yoḥanan and Rabbi Elazar both 

say: Job was among those who 

ascended from the exile  at the start of 

the Second Temple period. 

Rabbi Elazar says: Job lived in the days 

of the judging of the Judges 
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 אוֹמֵר: אִיּוֹב בִּימֵי 

אֲחַשְׁוֵרוֹשׁ הָיָה

רַבִּי יְהוֹשֻׁעַ בֶּן קׇרְחָה Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korḥa says: Job 

lived in the days of Ahasuerus



איוב ל״ח Job 38

ה  ן ׀ הַסְּעָרָ֗ יּוֹב מִ֥ (א) וַיַּעַן־יהוה אֶת־אִ֭

ין  ה בְמִלִּ֗ יךְ עֵצָ֥ ה ׀ מַחְשִׁ֖ י זֶ֨ ר׃ (ב) מִ֤ וַיֹּאמַֽ

עַת׃   לִי־דָֽ בְּֽ

ד  גֵּ֗ רֶץ הַ֝ יִיתָ בְּיׇסְדִי־אָ֑ ה הָ֭ (ד) אֵיפֹ֣

ה׃  עְתָּ בִינָֽ אִם־יָדַ֥

חַר  עְתָּ הַשַּׁ֣ קֶר יִדַּ֖ יתָ בֹּ֑ ֣ מִיָּמֶיךָ צִוִּ (יב) הֲֽ֭

רֶץ וְיִנָּעֲר֖וּ  אֱחֹז בְּכַנְפ֣וֹת הָאָ֑ מְקֹמֽוֹ׃ (יג) לֶ֭

נָּה׃  (טו) וְיִמָּנַ֣ע מֵרְשָׁים  רְשָׁים מִמֶּֽ

ם... אוֹרָ֑

(1) Then the LORD replied to Job out of 

the storm and said:  (2) Who is this who 

darkens counsel, Speaking without 

knowledge?  

(4) Where were you when I laid the 

earth’s foundations? Speak if you have 

understanding.  

(12) Have you ever commanded the day 

to break, Assigned the dawn its place, 

(13) So that it seizes the corners of the 

earth And shakes the wicked out of it ... 

(15) So that light is withheld from the 

wicked...? 
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יז  רֶךְ לַחֲזִ֥ דֶ֗ ה וְ֝ טֶף תְּעָלָ֑ ג לַשֶּׁ֣ י־פִלַּ֣ (כה) מִֽ

ישׁ  רֶץ לֹא־אִ֑ הַמְטִיר עַל־אֶ֣ קֹלֽוֹת׃ (כו) לְ֭

אָה  יעַ שֹׁ֭ ם בּֽוֹ׃ (כז) לְהַשְׂבִּ֣ ר לֹא־אָדָ֥ דְבָּ֗ מִ֝

שֶׁא׃  צָא דֶֽ יחַ מֹ֣ ה וּ֝לְהַצְמִ֗ וּמְשֹׁאָ֑

(25) Who cut a channel for the torrents 

And a path for the thunderstorms, (26) 

To rain down on uninhabited land, On 

the wilderness where no man is, (27) To 

saturate the desolate wasteland, And 

make the crop of grass sprout forth?  

דברים י״א:י״ג-י״ז Deuteronomy 11:13-17

 

י  עַ תִּשְׁמְעוּ֙ אֶל־מִצְוֺתַ֔ ה אִם־שָׁמֹ֤ (יג) וְהָיָ֗

ם הַיּ֑וֹם ... (יד)  ה אֶתְכֶ֖ ֥ י מְצַוֶּ ר אָנֹכִ֛ אֲשֶׁ֧

ם בְּעִתּ֖וֹ... ר־אַרְצְכֶ֛ י מְטַֽ וְנָתַתִּ֧

ר  ם וְעָצַ֤ ה אַף־יהוה בָּכֶ֗ (יז) וְחָרָ֨

ה  אֲדָמָ֔ ר וְהָ֣ א־יִהְיֶה֣ מָטָ֔ יִם֙ וְלֹֽ אֶת־הַשָּׁמַ֙

ה  ם מְהֵרָ֗ הּ וַאֲבַדְתֶּ֣ ן אֶת־יְבוּלָ֑ א תִתֵּ֖ לֹ֥

ה... רֶץ הַטֹּבָ֔ מֵעַל֙ הָאָ֣

(13) If, then, you obey the 

commandments that I enjoin upon you 

this day...(14) I will grant the rain for 

your land in season...  

(17) For יהוה’s anger will flare up against 

you, shutting up the skies so that there 

will be no rain and the ground will not 

yield its produce; and you will soon 

perish from the good land...

איוב כ״ח Job 28

ב  א וּ֝מָק֗וֹם לַזָּהָ֥ סֶף מוֹצָ֑ י יֵשׁ֣ לַכֶּ֣ (א) כִּ֤

בֶן יָצ֥וּק  אֶ֗ ח וְ֝ ר יֻקָּ֑ רְזֶל מֵעָפָ֣ קּוּ׃ (ב)  בַּ֭ יָזֹֽ

(1) There is a mine for silver, And a place 

where gold is refined. (2) Iron is taken 

out of the earth, And copper smelted 
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https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy%2011:13-17
https://www.sefaria.org/Job%2028
https://www.sefaria.org/Job%2028


ת  יר אֲבָנֶ֑יהָ וְעַפְרֹ֖ ה׃ (ו) מְקוֹם־סַפִּ֥ נְחוּשָֽׁ

יִט... (ח)  עוֹ עָ֑ תִיב לֹא־יְדָ֣ ב לֽוֹ׃ (ז) נָ֭ זָהָ֣

חַלָּמִישׁ  חַץ... (ט) בַּ֭ א־הִדְרִיכ֥וּהוּ בְנֵי־שָׁ֑ לֹֽ

צּוּרוֹת  ים׃ (י) בַּ֭ רֶשׁ הָרִֽ ךְ מִשֹּׁ֣ ח יָד֑וֹ הָפַ֖ שָׁלַ֣

שׁ  בְּכִי נְהָר֣וֹת חִבֵּ֑ עַ ... (יא) מִ֭ ים בִּקֵּ֑ יְאֹרִ֣

צִא אֽוֹר׃  הּ יֹ֣ תַעֲלֻמָ֗ וְ֝

ה מְק֣וֹם  ֗ י זֶ֝ א וְאֵ֥ יִן תִּמָּצֵ֑ הַחׇכְמָה מֵאַ֣ (יב) וְֽ֭

א  יהָ וְלֹ֥ ן סְג֣וֹר תַּחְתֶּ֑ ה׃ (טו) לֹא־יֻתַּ֣ בִּינָֽ

שֶׁךְ  הּ׃  (יח)... וּמֶ֥ סֶף מְחִירָֽ ל כֶּ֣ שָּׁקֵ֗ יִ֝

ים׃  ה מִפְּנִינִֽ כְמָ֗ חׇ֝

ה מְק֣וֹם  ֗ י זֶ֝ יִן תָּב֑וֹא וְאֵ֥ הַחׇכְמָה מֵאַ֣ (כ) וְֽ֭

י...   נֶעֶלְמָה מֵעֵינֵ֣י כׇל־חָ֑ ה׃ (כא) וְֽ֭ בִּינָֽ

ע  ה֗וּא יָדַ֥ הּ וְ֝ ין דַּרְכָּ֑ לֹהִים הֵבִ֣ (כג) אֱ֭

ל  הּ׃ (כה) לַעֲשׂ֣וֹת לָר֣וּחַ מִשְׁ קָ֑ אֶת־מְקוֹמָֽ

הּ   יְסַפְּרָ֑ ֽ אָהּ וַ ז רָ֭ ה׃ (כז) אָ֣ ן בְּמִדָּֽ יִם תִּכֵּ֥ וּ֝מַ֗

ם  אמֶר ׀ לָאָדָ֗ הּ׃ (כח) וַיֹּ֤ הּ וְגַם־חֲקָרָֽ כִינָ֗ הֱ֝

from rock...(6) Its rocks are a source of 

sapphires; It contains gold dust too. (7) 

No bird of prey knows the path to it...(8) 

The proud beasts have not reached it... 

(9) Man sets his hand against the flinty 

rock And overturns mountains by the 

roots. (10) He carves out channels 

through rock... (11) He dams up the 

sources of the streams So that hidden 

things may be brought to light.   

(12) But where can wisdom be found; 

Where is the source of 

understanding?(15) It cannot be bartered 

for gold; Silver cannot be paid out as its 

price.  (18) ...A pouch of wisdom is 

better than rubies. 

(20) But whence does wisdom come? 

Where is the source of understanding? 

(21) It is hidden from the eyes of all 

living.... 

(23) God understands the way to it; He 

knows its source...(25) When He fixed 

the weight of the winds, Set the measure 

of the waters...(27) Then He saw it and 

gauged it; He measured it and probed it. 

(28) He said to man, “See! Fear of the 



 

ע  ה וְס֖וּר מֵרָ֣ יא חׇכְמָ֑ ת אדני הִ֣ ן יִרְאַ֣ הֵ֤

ה׃  בִּינָֽ

Lord is wisdom; To shun evil is 

understanding.” 


