CONVERSATION
OR CHARACTER?

HE REACH OF LASHON HARA




THE SOURCE IN OUR
PARSHA
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(16) Do not go about as a talebearer among
members of your people. Do not stand upon the
blood of your fellow Jew, | am Hashem.
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WHAT EXACTLY IS LASHON
HARA?



4 TYPES OF LASHON HARA
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HOW BAD IS LASHON HARA,
REALLY"



PUNISHABLE BY TZARA'AT
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"This shall be the law of the metzora" (Vayikra 14:2). Our sages taught:
For many things do afflictions (nega’im) come upon a person. For eleven
things afflictions come: for idol worship, for profaning the Divine Name,
for illicit sexual relations, for theft, for lashon hara (evil speech)...




EXTRA WARNING
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We are commanded to verbally recall and internalize what the Almighty
did to Miriam when she spoke about her brother, despite the fact that she
was a prophetess. This is in order to distance ourselves from lashon hara. And
consider—how much more so! If Miriam was punished so severely even
though she spoke only in front of Moshe, for Moshe’s own benefit, in praise of
Moshe, and for the sake of building up the world—then how much more so is
one deserving of punishment who speaks disparagingly about another person
in public.




DISPROPORTIONATE PARALLELS
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Rabbi Yochanan said in the name of Rabbi Yosei ben Zimra: Anyone who speaks lashon
hara is as if they deny the fundamental principle of faith... One who speaks lashon hara is
worthy of being stoned... The Holy One, Blessed be He, says: One who speaks lashon
hara—I and he cannot dwell together in the world... It was taught in the academy of
Rabbi Yishmael: One who speaks lashon hara increases sins equivalent to those of
the three cardinal transgressions—idolatry, illicit sexual relations, and bloodshed.




WHY IS LASHON
HARA SO SEVERE?
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APPROACH #1.
HARM TO SOCIETY



STORY OF MIRIAM
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Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman whom
he had married; for he had married a Cushite woman. They said, "Has Hashem
indeed spoken only with Moses? Hasn't he spoken also with us?" And Hashem
heard... there was Miriam stricken with tzara’at... Moshe cried out to Hashem,
saying, “O God, pray heal her!”... So Miriam was shut out of camp for seven
days; and the people did not march on until Miriam was readmitted




THE THREE VICTIMS
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In the West, Eretz Yisrael, they say: Malicious speech about a third party kills
three people. It kills the one who speaks malicious speech, and the one who
accepts the malicious speech when he hears it, and the one about whom the
malicious speech is said




CROWN OF A GOOD NAME
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Rabbi Shimon said: There are three crowns: the crown of Torah, the
crown of priesthood, and the crown of royalty, but the crown of a good
name supersedes them all




CONFIRMATION BIAS

Dr. Richard Stevensonis a
lecturer in the Department of
Economics. He has published
extensively on international
trade and macroeconomic
theory. People who know him
describe him as a very warm
person—industrious, critical,
practical, and determined.

VS.

Dr. Richard Stevensoniis a
lecturer in the Department of
Economics. He has published
extensively on international
trade and macroeconomic
theory. People who know him
describe him as arather cold
person—industrious, critical,
practical, and determined.
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APPROACH #2:
PERSONAL CHARACTER



STORY OF MERAGLIM
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And God spoke to Moshe, saying: Send forth men, and let them spy out the Land of Canaan
that | am giving to the children of Israel. One man from each tribe of his fathers you shall
send, every one a leader among them... They told him and said: “We came to the land to
which you sent us. It is indeed a land flowing with milk and honey, and this is its fruit.
However, the people who dwell in the land are powerful, and the cities are very greatly
fortified, and we also saw the offspring of giants there”... They brought forth a slanderous
report about the land they had scouted to the children of Israel, saying: “The land through
which we passed to spy it out is a land that consumes its inhabitants, and all the people we
saw in it are men of great size.”




INANIMATE OBJECTS

T:0 VI [IY? NId'7Tn D''N YON
NAT N'¥INT MOX I'Y2N 7Y [2,i12N 7Y NAT K'¥INY MOXY DYIT VT

And know that just as it is forbidden to slander one's friend, so is
it forbidden to slander his possessions




NOT EMBARRASSING CHALLAH?

XY [n'0 DN NIIX IV
m"rrm'7 'INQ NNl IO DTRIN RINY YWIN'D LINYIQ N9 AR Xhv RIANT mbwinal

J'"'N N1 '"MT/MI Nd11A

And in the Jerusalem Talmud, it says that the bread should not see its
embarrassment, meaning that since it is mentioned first in the verse, it would

have been appropriate to bless it first. However, the blessing over the wine is
recited first.




Rabbi Daniel Z. Feldman, False Facts and True Rumors

“... @ message that may emerge from the
condemnation of the spies and their slander of the
Land of Israel. Indeed, the Chafetz Chaim and
others do record a prohibition of slander against
objects... This concern may also emerge from the
corrosive effects of negativity and cynicism, even
without a human target”
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HOW CAN WE
SHIFT OUR PERSPECTIVE?



MIDRASH OF MYSTERIOUS PEDDLER
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Many hundreds of years ago, a traveling peddler arrived in the Galilean land of Tzippori, proclaiming,
in the style of the day, the wares he had to offer. The peddler announced to all who would listen,
“Who wishes to purchase the elixir of life?” As a crowd gathered, the peddler was exhorted to
provide the enticing brew he was advertising. Finally, the peddler reached into his bag, but what he
revealed was not a potion, but a parchment. He was holding a Biblical text- specifically, the book of
Psalms- and, with great drama, he read from it: “Who is the man who desires life and loves days,
that he may see good?” Guard your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceitfully.
Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it




WHY MUST WE CHASE PEACE?
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Who is the man who is eager for life, who desires years of good fortune?
Guard your tongue from evil and your lips from deceitful speech. Turn
away from evil and do good, seek peace and chase after it.




EVERYONE DOES IT?
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to Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: The majority of people succumb to sin with regard
robbery, and a minority of people succumb to sin with regard to sexual matters, and
everyone succumbs to sin with regard to malicious speech




THE EXTRA MILE

AN NIAN '719
NN 2NIN ,0i7¢ QTN DiYY 2QIN DX 7Y ' TR 1D IR 770
:MIN7 201 NiMNAn

Hillel used to say: be of the disciples of Aaron, loving peace and
pursuing peace, loving mankind and drawing them close to the
Torah




PRINCIPLES IN PSYCHOLOGY

% The Fundamental Attribution Error
< MGI (Most Generous Interpretation)
% Be Curious, not Judgmental

% Deed of the Day Journal




IN SUMMARY
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SHABBAT SHALOM!

Further Reading:
False Facts and True Rumors: Lashon Hara in
Contemporary Culture, Rabbi Daniel Z. Feldman




