Wisdom in Pursuit of Wind
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Lecture 4: The Mystery of Life and its End
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(12) A wise man’s talk brings him favor,
but a fools lips are his undoing. (13) His
talk begins as silliness and ends as
disastrous madness. (14) Yet the fool
talks and talks! A man cannot know
what will happen; who can tell him what
the future holds? (15) A fool’s exertions
tire him out, for he doesn’t know how to

get to a town.

(7) Go, eat your bread in gladness, and
drink your wine in joy; for your action
was long ago approved by God. (8) Let
your clothes always be freshly washed,
and your head never lack ointment. (9)
Enjoy happiness with a woman you love
all the fleeting days of life that have been
granted to you under the sun—all your
fleeting days. For that alone is what you
can get out of life and out of the means

you acquire under the sun. (10)
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Whatever it is in your power to do, do
with all your might. For there is no
action, no reasoning, no learning, no

wisdom in Sheol, where you are going.

(38) But he said, “My son must not go
down with you, for his brother is dead
and he alone is left. If he meets with
disaster on the journey you are taking,
you will send my white head down to

Sheol in grief.”

(32) The earth opened its mouth and
swallowed ... all Korah’s people ... (33)

They went down alive to Sheol...

(7) Then Saul said to his courtiers, “Find
me a woman who consults ghosts, so
that I can go to her and inquire through
her.” And his courtiers told him that
there was a woman in En-dor who

consulted ghosts.
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(11) At that, the woman asked, “Whom
shall I bring up for you?” He answered,

“Bring up Samuel for me.”

And the woman said to Saul, “I see a
divine being coming up from the earth.”
(14) “What does he look like?” he asked
her. “It is an old man coming up,” she
said, “and he is wrapped in a robe.”
Then Saul knew that it was Samuel...
(15) Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you

disturbed me and brought me up?”

(16) Alas for you, O land whose king is a
youth and whose ministers dine in the
morning! (18) Through slothfulness the
ceiling sags, Through lazy hands the
house caves in. (19) They make a
banquet for revelry; wine makes life

merry, and money answers every need.

Behold, Shlomo repeatedly exhorted

many times on this in seeing the evil of
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laziness and the greatness of the harm
resulting from it. He said "a little sleep, a
little slumber, a little folding of the
hands to rest. Then shall your poverty
come as a traveler" (Mishlei 24:33). For
behold, even though the lazy person is
not doing evil actively, nevertheless he
brings evil on himself through his very

inactivity.

(5) Just as you do not know how the
lifebreath passes into the limbs within
the womb of the pregnant woman, so
you cannot foresee the actions of God,

who causes all things to happen.

“Just as you do not know” — there are
seven matters obscured from people, and
they are 1) the day of death, 2) the day
of consolation, 3) the profundity of
judgment, 4) how one profits, 5) what is
in the heart of another, 6) what is in a
woman’s pregnancy, 7) and this

kingdom of Edom, when it will fall.
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(1) So appreciate your vigor in the days
of your youth, before those days of
sorrow come and those years arrive of
which you will say, “I have no pleasure
in them”; (2) before sun and light and
moon and stars grow dark, and the
clouds come back again after the rain:
(3) When the guards of the house
become shaky, And the men of valor are
bent, And the maids that grind, grown
few, are idle, And the ladies that peer
through the windows grow dim, (4) And
the doors to the street are shut— With
the noise of the hand mill growing
fainter, And the song of the bird
growing feebler, the women singers are
rehearsing quietly (5) When one is afraid
of heights And there is terror on the
road.— For the almond tree may
blossom, The grasshopper be burdened,
And the caper bush may bud again; But
man sets out for his eternal abode, With
mourners all around in the street.— (6)
Before the silver cord snaps And the
golden bowl crashes, The jar is shattered
at the spring, And the jug is smashed at
the cistern. (7) And the dust returns to
the ground As it was, And the lifebreath
returns to God Who bestowed it. (8)
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Utter futility—said Koheleth— All is

futile!

9) A further word: Because Koheleth
was a sage, he continued to instruct the
people. He listened to and tested the
soundness of many maxims. (10)
Koheleth sought to discover useful
sayings and recorded genuinely truthful
sayings. (11) The sayings of the wise are
like goads, like nails fixed in prodding
sticks. They were given by one
Shepherd. (12) A further word: Against
them, my son, be warned! The making
of many books is without limit And

much study is a wearying of the flesh.

(13) The sum of the matter, when all is
said and done: Revere God and observe
His commandments! For this applies to
all mankind: (14) that God will call every
creature to account for everything

unknown, be it good or bad.
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What are we? What is our life? What are
our acts of kindness? What is our
righteousness? What is our deliverance?
What is our strength? What is our
might? What can we say before You,
Adonoy, our God and God of our
fathers? Are not all the mighty men as
nothing before You? Famous men as
though they had never been? The wise as
if they were without knowledge? And
men of understanding as if they were
devoid of intelligence? For most of their
actions are a waste and the days of their
life are trivial in Your presence. There is
no superiority of the human over the

beast, for all is havel.

(80) [Nevertheless] You have set humans
apart from the beginning and recognized

them [as worthy] to stand before You.

For who could tell You what You should
do, and even if one be righteous, what

[benefit] does it give You?
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