Wisdom in Pursuit of Wind
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+  Lecture 3: The Quiet Life, The Good Life, The Better Life, and the Afterlife
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(2) I say, “Obey the king’s orders in that
it is an oath of God.” (3) Leave his
presence; do not take a stance
concerning an evil matter, for he can do
anything he pleases; (4) inasmuch as a
king’s command is authoritative, and
none can say to him, “What are you
doing?” (5) One who obeys orders will
not suffer from the dangerous situation.
A wise man, however, will bear in mind
that there is a time of doom. (6) For
there is a time for every experience,
including the doom; for a man’s
calamity overwhelms him. (7) Indeed, he
does not know what is to happen; even
when it is on the point of happening,

who can tell him?
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(12) Here is a grave evil I have observed
under the sun: riches hoarded by their
owner to his misfortune, (13) in that
those riches are lost in some unlucky
venture; and if he begets a son, he has
nothing in hand. (14) Another grave evil
is this: He must depart just as he came.
As he came out of his mother’s womb, so
must he depart at last, naked as he came.
He can take nothing of his wealth to
carry with him. (15) So what is the good
of his toiling for the wind? (16) Besides,
all his days he eats in darkness, with
much vexation and grief and anger. (17)
Only this, I have found, is a real good:
that one should eat and drink and get
pleasure with all the gains he makes
under the sun, during the numbered
days of life that God has given him; for
that is his portion. (18) Also, whenever
a man is given riches and property by
God, and is also permitted by Him to
enjoy them and to take his portion and
get pleasure for his gains—that is a gift
of God. (19) For [such a man] will not
brood much over the days of his life,
because God keeps him busy enjoying
himself.
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(1)Ben Zoma said: Who is rich? One
who rejoices in his portion, as it is said:
“You shall enjoy the fruit of your labors,
you shall be happy and you shall
prosper” (Psalms 128:2) “You shall be
happy” in this world, “and you shall

prosper” in the world to come.

(1) Keep your mouth from being rash,
and let not your throat be quick to bring
forth speech before God. For God is in
heaven and you are on earth; that is why
your words should be few. (2) Just as
dreams come with much brooding, so
does foolish utterance come with much
speech. (3) When you make a vow to
God, do not delay to fulfill it. For He
has no pleasure in fools; what you vow,
fulfill. (4) It is better not to vow at all
than to vow and not fulfill. (5) Don’t let
your mouth bring you into disfavor, and
don’t plead before the messenger that it
was an error, but fear God; else God

may be angered by your talk and destroy
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your possessions. (6) For much dreaming

leads to futility and to superfluous talk.

(13) Rabbi Akiva said: A fence to wisdom

is silence.

(11) Often, much talk means much

futility. How does it benefit a man? (12)
Who can possibly know what is best for
a man to do in life—the few days of his
fleeting life? For who can tell him what

the future holds for him under the sun?

The Sages sought to suppress the book

of Ecclesiastes and declare it apocryphal
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because its statements contradict each

other.

(1) A good name is better than fragrant
oil, and the day of death than the day of
birth.

(2) It is better to go to a house of
mourning than to a house of feasting;
for that is the end of every man, and a

living one should take it to heart.

(5) It is better to listen to a wise man’s
reproof than to listen to the praise of

fools.

(8) The end of a matter is better than the
beginning of it. Better a patient spirit

than a haughty spirit.
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(10) Don’t say, “How has it happened
that former times were better than
these?” For it is not wise of you to ask

that question.

Rabbi Zeira said that Rava bar
Zimuna said: If the early generations
are characterized as sons of angels, we
are the sons of men. And if the early
generations are characterized as the sons

of men, we are akin to donkeys.

(12) The fact is that that a sinner may do
evil a hundred times and his
[punishment] still be delayed. For
although I am aware that “It will be well
with those who revere God since they
revere Him, (13) and it will not be well
with the scoundrel, and he will not live
long, because he does not revere God”—
(14) here is hevel that occurs in the
world: sometimes an upright man is
requited according to the conduct of the
scoundrel; and sometimes the scoundrel

is requited according to the conduct of
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the upright. I say all that is havel.

(7) Go, eat your bread in gladness, and
drink your wine in joy; for your action
was long ago approved by God. (8) Let
your clothes always be freshly washed,
and your head never lack ointment. (9)
Enjoy happiness with a woman you love
all the fleeting days of life that have been
granted to you under the sun—all your
fleeting days. For that alone is what you
can get out of life and out of the means
you acquire under the sun. (10)
Whatever it is in your power to do, do
with all your might. For there is no
action, no reasoning, no learning, no

wisdom in Sheol, where you are going.

(38) But [Jacob] said, “My son
[Benjamin] must not go down with
you... If he meets with disaster ... you
will send my white head down to Sheol

in grief.”
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(32) The earth opened its mouth and
swallowed ... all Korah’s people ... (33)

They went down alive to Sheol...

(7) Then Saul said to his courtiers, “Find
me a woman who consults ghosts, so
that I can go to her and inquire through
her.” And his courtiers told him that
there was a woman in En-dor who

consulted ghosts.

(11) At that, the woman asked, “Whom
shall I bring up for you?” He answered,

“Bring up Samuel for me.”

And the woman said to Saul, “I see a
divine being coming up from the earth.”
(14) “What does he look like?” he asked
her. “It is an old man coming up,” she

said, “and he is wrapped in a robe.”
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Then Saul knew that it was Samuel...
(15) Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you

disturbed me and brought me up?”

(14) There was a little city, with few
people in it; and to it came a great king,
who invested it and built mighty siege
works against it. (15) Present in the city
was a poor wise person who saved it
with wisdom, but nobody remembered
that person. (16) So I observed: Wisdom
is better than manly strength; but a poor

person's wisdom is scorned...

(15) [Joab’s men] came and besieged him
in [the city of Abel]; they threw up a
siege mound against the city and it stood
against the rampart. All the troops with
Joab were engaged in battering the wall,
(16) when a woman who was wise
shouted from the city, “Listen! Listen!
Tell Joab to come over here so I can talk

to him.” (17) He approached her, and
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the woman asked, “Are you Joab?” “Yes,”
he answered; and she said to him,
“Listen to what your handmaid has to
say.” “I'm listening,” he replied. (18) And
she continued, “In olden times people
used to say, ‘Let them inquire of Abel,
and that was the end of the matter. (19) I
am one of those who seek the welfare of
the faithful in Israel. But you seek to
bring death upon a mother city in Israel!
Why should you destroy GOD’s
possession?” (20) Joab replied, “Far be it,
far be it from me to destroy or to ruin!
(21) Not at all! But a certain man from
the hill country of Ephraim, named
Sheba son of Bichri, has rebelled against
King David. Just hand him alone over to
us, and [ will withdraw from the city.”
The woman assured Joab, “His head
shall be thrown over the wall to you.”
(22) The woman came to all the people
with her wise plan; and they cut off the
head of Sheba son of Bichri and threw it
down to Joab. He then sounded the
horn; those attacking the city dispersed
to their homes, and Joab returned to the

king in Jerusalem.



