Wisdom in Pursuit of Wind

& Saved

Lecture 2: Friendship, Power, and an Appointment in Samarra
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There were two Cushites who were
servants of Solomon, Elihoreph and
Ahijah, the sons of Shisha (mentioned
in I Kings 4:3), and they were scribes of

Solomon.

One day Solomon saw that the Angel
of Death was sad. He said to him:
Why are you sad? He said to him:
They are asking me to take the lives of
these two Cushites who are sitting

here.

Solomon handed [the two Cushites] to
the demons who were in his service,
and sent them to the district of Luz, a
place where the Angel of Death has no
dominion. When they arrived at the
district of Luz, they died.

The following day, Solomon saw that
the Angel of Death was happy. He said
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to him: Why are you happy? He
replied: To the place that they asked

me to kill them, there you sent them.

Thereupon Solomon pronounced a
proverb saying: The feet of a person are
responsible for him; to the place

where he is required to be, there they
lead him.

(1) A season is set for everything, a time
for every experience under heaven: (2) A
time for being born and a time for
dying, A time for planting and a time
for uprooting the planted; (3) A time for
slaying and a time for healing, A time
for tearing down and a time for building
up; (4) A time for weeping and a time
for laughing, A time for wailing and a
time for dancing; (5) A time for
throwing stones and a time for gathering
stones, A time for embracing and a time
for shunning embraces; (6) A time for
seeking and a time for losing, A time for
keeping and a time for discarding; (7) A
time for ripping and a time for sewing,

A time for silence and a time for
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speaking; (8) A time for loving and a
time for hating; A time for war and a

time for peace.

(9) What value, then, can the man of
affairs get from what he earns? (10) I
have observed the business that God
gave man to be concerned with: (11) He
brings everything to pass precisely at its
time; He also puts eternity in their
mind, but without man ever guessing,
from first to last, all the things that God

brings to pass.

(12) Thus I realized that the only
worthwhile thing there is for them is to
enjoy themselves and do what is good in
their lifetime; (13) also, that whenever a
man does eat and drink and get

enjoyment out of all his wealth, it is a

gift of God.

(19) For in respect of the fate of man and
the fate of beast, they have one and the
same fate: as the one dies so dies the

other, and both have the same lifebreath;
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humans have no superiority over beasts,
since all is havel. (20) Both go to the
same place; both came from dust and
both return to dust. 21) Who knows if a
man’s lifebreath does rise upward and if
a beast’s breath does sink down into the

earth?

A person should always be in fear of
God, privately as well as openly, [he
should] admit the truth, and speak truth

in his heart, and rise early and proclaim:

Lord of all the worlds! Not on account
of our righteousness do we offer our
supplications before You, but on account
of Your abundant mercy. What are we?
What is our life? What are our acts of
kindness? What is our righteousness?
What is our deliverance? What is our

strength? What is our might? What can
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we say before You, Adonoy, our God and
God of our fathers? Are not all the
mighty men as nothing before You?
Famous men as though they had never
been? The wise as if they were without
knowledge? And men of understanding,
as if they were devoid of intelligence?
For most of their actions are a waste,

and the days of their life are trivial in
Your presence. Humans have no

superiority over beasts, since all is

havel.

However, we are Your people, children

of Your covenant...

We are fortunate! How good is our
portion! How pleasant is our destiny!
How beautiful is our heritage! We are
fortunate that we rise early and stay late

- morning and evening - and twice daily

say: Hear O Israel, the LORD our God,
the LORD is one.

(7) And I have noted this further futility
under the sun: (8) the case of the man

who is alone, with no companion, who
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has neither son nor brother; yet he
amasses wealth without limit, and his eye
is never sated with riches. For whom, now,
is he amassing it while denying himself
enjoyment? That too is a futility and an
unhappy business.(9) Two are better off
than one, in that they have greater
benefit from their earnings. (10) For
should they fall, one can raise the other;
but woe betide him who is alone and
falls with no companion to raise him!
(11) Further, when two lie together they
are warm; but how can he who is alone
get warm? (12) Also, if one attacks, two
can stand up to him. A threefold cord is

not readily broken!

(18) God M said, “It is not good for the
Human to be alone; I will make a fitting

counterpart for him.”
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(13) Better a poor but wise youth than an
old but foolish king who no longer has
the sense to heed warnings. (14) For the
former can emerge from a dungeon to
become king; while the latter, even if
born to kingship, can become a pauper.
(15) [However,] I reflected about all the
living who walk under the sun with that
youthful successor who steps into his
place. (16) Unnumbered are the
multitudes of all those who preceded
them; and later generations will not
acclaim him either. For that too is futile

and pursuit of wind.

(7) If you see in a province oppression of
the poor and suppression of right and
justice, don’t wonder at the fact; for one
high official is protected by a higher one,
and both of them by still higher ones. (8)
Thus the greatest advantage in all the
land is his: he controls a field that is

cultivated.
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(12) Here is a grave evil I have observed
under the sun: riches hoarded by their
owner to his misfortune, (13) in that
those riches are lost in some unlucky
venture; and if he begets a son, he has
nothing in hand. (14) Another grave evil
is this: He must depart just as he came.
As he came out of his mother’s womb, so
must he depart at last, naked as he came.
He can take nothing of his wealth to
carry with him. (15) So what is the good
of his toiling for the wind? (16) Besides,
all his days he eats in darkness, with
much vexation and grief and anger. (17)
Only this, I have found, is a real good:
that one should eat and drink and get
pleasure with all the gains he makes
under the sun, during the numbered
days of life that God has given him; for
that is his portion. (18) Also, whenever
a man is given riches and property by
God, and is also permitted by Him to
enjoy them and to take his portion and
get pleasure for his gains—that is a gift
of God. (19) For [such a man] will not
brood much over the days of his life,
because God keeps him busy enjoying
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himself.

(1)Ben Zoma said... Who is rich? He
who is happy with his portion, as it is
said: “You shall enjoy the fruit of your
labors, you shall be happy and you shall
prosper” (Psalms 128:2) “You shall be
happy” in this world, “and you shall

prosper” in the world to come.
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