Wisdom in Pursuit of Wind
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(2) Kohelet. [He was called Kohelet]
because he gathered much wisdom... and
some say that he would say all his words

in public gathering =27p72.

In the case of Ruth, Song of Songs,
Lamentations, and Esther, it is necessary
to say the benediction, ‘Concerning the
reading of the Megillah’, although it is
included in the Hagiographa.

Song of Songs is read on the last nights
of [Passover]... Ruth [is read] on the

termination of the first day of Shavuot...
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(2) The entire body of Israel gathered
before King Solomon at the Feast [of
Booths], in the month of Ethanim—

that is, the seventh month.

(12) Then Solomon declared: “ GOD has
chosen To abide in a thick cloud:(13) I
have now built for You A stately House,

A place where You May dwell forever.”

(2) Hevel havalim!—said Koheleth—
Hevel havalim! All is havel!

Breath/vapour

Vanity of vanities (KJV)

Utter futility! (NJPS)

"Meaningless! Meaningless!” (NIV)

Ephemeral
Absurd
Senseless
Fleeting
lusory
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Frustration

Incomprehensible

(1)“Vanity of vanities, said Kohelet;
vanity of vanities, everything is

vanity” (Ecclesiastes 1:2).

Rabbi Yehuda ben Rabbi Simon said:
The seven vanities that Kohelet
mentioned correspond to the seven days

of Creation.

(1) When God began to create heaven
and earth— (2) the earth being
unformed and void, with darkness over
the surface of the deep and a wind from
God sweeping over the water— (3)God
said, “Let there be light”; and there was
light. (4) God saw that the light was
good, and God separated the light from
the darkness. (5) God called the light
Day and called the darkness Night. And
there was evening and there was
morning, a first day. (6) God said, “Let
there be an expanse in the midst of the

water, that it may separate water from
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water.” (7) God made the expanse, and it
separated the water which was below the
expanse from the water which was above
the expanse. And it was so. (8) God
called the expanse Sky. And there was
evening and there was morning, a
second day. (9) God said, “Let the water
below the sky be gathered into one area,
that the dry land may appear.” And it
was so. (10) God called the dry land
Earth and called the gathering of waters
Seas. And God saw that this was good.
(11) And God said, “Let the earth sprout
vegetation: seed-bearing plants, fruit
trees of every kind on earth that bear
fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so.
(12) The earth brought forth vegetation:
seed-bearing plants of every kind, and
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the
seed in it. And God saw that this was
good. (13) And there was evening and
there was morning, a third day. (14) God
said, “Let there be lights in the expanse
of the sky to separate day from night;
they shall serve as signs for the set times
—the days and the years; (15) and they
shall serve as lights in the expanse of the
sky to shine upon the earth.” And it was
so. (16) God made the two great lights,

the greater light to dominate the day
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and the lesser light to dominate the
night, and the stars. (17) And God set
them in the expanse of the sky to shine
upon the earth, (18) to dominate the day
and the night, and to separate light from
darkness. And God saw that this was
good. (19) And there was evening and
there was morning, a fourth day. (20)
God said, “Let the waters bring forth
swarms of living creatures, and birds that
fly above the earth across the expanse of
the sky.” (21) God created the great sea
monsters, and all the living creatures of
every kind that creep, which the waters
brought forth in swarms, and all the
winged birds of every kind. And God
saw that this was good. (22) God blessed
them, saying, “Be fertile and increase, fill
the waters in the seas, and let the birds
increase on the earth.” (23) And there
was evening and there was morning, a
fifth day. (24) God said, “Let the earth
bring forth every kind of living creature:
cattle, creeping things, and wild beasts
of every kind.” And it was so. (25) God
made wild beasts of every kind and
cattle of every kind, and all kinds of
creeping things of the earth. And God
saw that this was good. (26) And God

said, “Let us make humankind in our
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image, after our likeness. They shall rule
the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky,
the cattle, the whole earth, and all the
creeping things that creep on earth.”

(27) And God created humankind in the
divine image, creating it in the image of
God— creating them male and female.
(28) God blessed them and God said to
them, “Be fertile and increase, fill the
earth and master it; and rule the fish of
the sea, the birds of the sky, and all the
living things that creep on earth.” (29)
God said, “See, I give you every seed-
bearing plant that is upon all the earth,
and every tree that has seed-bearing
fruit; they shall be yours for food. (30)
And to all the animals on land, to all the
birds of the sky, and to everything that
creeps on earth, in which there is the
breath of life, [I give] all the green plants
for food.” And it was so. (31) And God
saw all that had been made, and found it

very good.

(15) God M settled placed the man in

the garden of Eden, to work it...
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(1) The words of Koheleth son of David,
king in Jerusalem. (2)Utter futility!—
said Koheleth— Utter futility! All is
futile! (3)What real value is there for a
man In all the work he works beneath
the sun? (4) One generation goes,
another comes, But the earth remains
the same forever. (5) The sun rises, and
the sun sets— And glides back to where
it rises. (6) Southward blowing, Turning
northward, Ever turning blows the
wind; On its rounds the wind returns.
(7) All streams flow into the sea, Yet the
sea is never full; To the place [from]
which they flow The streams flow back
again. (8) All such things are wearisome:
No man can ever state them; The eye
never has enough of seeing, Nor the ear
enough of hearing. (9) Only that shall
happen Which has happened, Only that
occur Which has occurred; There is
nothing new Beneath the sun! (10)
Sometimes there is a phenomenon of
which they say, “Look, this one is
new!”—it occurred long since, in ages
that went by before us. (11) The earlier
ones are not remembered; so too those
that will occur later will no more be

remembered than those that will occur
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at the very end. (12) I, Koheleth, was
king in Jerusalem over Israel. (13) I set
my mind to study and to probe with
wisdom all that happens under the sun.
—An unhappy business, that, which
God gave men to be concerned with!
(14) I observed all the happenings
beneath the sun, and I found that all is
futile and pursuit of wind: (15) A twisted
thing that cannot be made straight, A
lack that cannot be made good. (16) I
said to myself: “Here I have grown
richer and wiser than any that ruled
before me over Jerusalem, and my mind
has zealously absorbed wisdom and
learning.” (17) And so I set my mind to
appraise wisdom and to appraise
madness and folly. And I learned—that
this too was pursuit of wind: (18) For as
wisdom grows, vexation grows; To

increase learning is to increase heartache.

(15) God M7 settled the Human in the
garden of Eden, to till it and tend it. (16)
And God M commanded the Human,
saying, “Of every tree of the garden you
are free to eat; (17) but as for the tree of

knowledge of good and bad, you must
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not eat of it; for as soon as you eat of it,

you shall die.”

(17) To Adam [God] said, “Because you
did as your wife said and ate of the tree
about which I commanded you, ‘You
shall not eat of it, Cursed be the ground
because of you; By hard labor shall you
eat of it All the days of your life: (18)
Thorns and thistles shall it sprout for
you. But your food shall be the grasses
of the field; (19) By the sweat of your
brow Shall you get bread to eat, Until
you return to the ground— For from it
you were taken. For dust you are, And to

dust you shall return.”

23) So God M banished humankind
from the garden of Eden, to till the
humus from which it was taken: (24) it
was driven out; and east of the garden of
Eden were stationed the cherubim and
the fiery ever-turning sword, to guard

the way to the tree of life.
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(1) A season is set for everything, a time
for every experience under heaven: (2) A
time for being born and a time for
dying, A time for planting and a time
for uprooting the planted; (3) A time for
slaying and a time for healing, A time
for tearing down and a time for building
up; (4) A time for weeping and a time
for laughing, A time for wailing and a
time for dancing; (5) A time for
throwing stones and a time for gathering
stones, A time for embracing and a time
for shunning embraces; (6) A time for
seeking and a time for losing, A time for
keeping and a time for discarding; (7) A
time for ripping and a time for sewing,
A time for silence and a time for
speaking; (8) A time for loving and a
time for hating; A time for war and a

time for peace.

(9) What value, then, can the man of
affairs get from what he earns? (10) I
have observed the business that God
gave man to be concerned with: (11) He
brings everything to pass precisely at its
time; He also puts eternity in their
mind, but without man ever guessing,
from first to last, all the things that God

brings to pass.
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