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On the first day you shall take the product of hadar trees,
branches of palm trees, branches of leafy trees, and
willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the LORD

your God seven days.
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Another matter: “The fruit of a pleasant [hadar] tree” - this is Israel; just as the
citron has taste and has fragrance, so Israel has people among them who have
Torah and have good deeds. “Branches of date palms” - this is Israel; just as the
date palm has taste but has no fragrance, so Israel has people among them
who have Torah but do not have good deeds. “A bough of a leafy tree” - this is
Israel; just as the myrtle has fragrance but has no taste, so Israel has people
among them who have good deeds but do not have Torah. “Willows of the
brook” - this is Israel; just as the willow has no taste and has no fragrance, so
Israel has people among them who do not have Torah and do not have good
deeds. What does the Holy One blessed be He do to them? To eradicate them is
not possible. Rather, the Holy One blessed be He said: Let them all be bound
together in a single bundle and they will atone for one another.




ScreR CHASHMONAIM T = CIHLIO

DT{7N 0'N'N NN 1ND7T1,NIDION 2N 'AD 0’ NIINY ‘N7 an aIn’i
NiNN1d JIN'w IVN'l ,NINYNAI 0D'N2 NIDION AN NN Daan2
, N7 N'TINI NAY 'Y 'Y D'IAN NISDI 7M1 "2V IN7Z'LNTY
721 71i7 1NNV .IPTi7N N'2 NN 1NV7 NVIYANI TIV DN'7 1N 1PN
N1Y1 N1Y 'TN NTn 2NN NN 2IN7 QTN Ny

And they celebrated a festival to Hashem for eight days like
the festival of Sukkot. And they remembered how they
celebrated sukkot on the mountains and in the caves... and
they took willows of the brook and palm leaves and they
sang a song of praise and thanks to Hashem, Who gave
them strength and salvation to purify the bet hamikdash
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. Beit Shammai say: On the first day one kindles eight lights and, from there on, gradually decreases the number of lights until, on
the last day of Hanukkah, he kindles one light. And Beit Hillel say: On the first day one kindles one light, and from there on,
gradually increases the number of lights until, on the last day, he kindles eight lights. Ulla said: There were two amora’'im in the
West, Eretz Yisrael, who disagreed with regard to this dispute, Rabbi Yosei bar Avin and Rabbi Yosei bar Zevida. One said that the
reason for Beit Shammai’s opinion is that the number of lights corresponds to the incoming days, i.e., the future. On the first day,
eight days remain in Hanukkah, one kindles eight lights, and on the second day seven days remain, one kindles seven, etc. The
reason for Beit Hillel's opinion is that the number of lights corresponds to the outgoing days. Each day, the number of lights
corresponds to the number of the days of Hanukkah that were already observed. And one said that the reason for Beit Shammai’s
opinion is that the number of lights corresponds to the bulls of the festival of Sukkot: Thirteen were sacrificed on the first day and
each succeeding day one fewer was sacrificed (Numbers 29:12-31). The reason for Beit Hillel's opinion is that the number of lights is
based on the principle: One elevates to a higher level in matters of sanctity and one does not downgrade. Therefore, if the objective
is to have the number of lights correspond to the number of days, there is no alternative to increasing their number with the
passing of each day. Rabba bar bar Hana said that Rabbi Yohanan said: There were two Elders in Sidon, and one of them acted in
accordance with the opinion of Beit Shammai, and one of them acted in accordance with the opinion of Beit Hillel. Each provided a
reason for his actions: One gave a reason for his actions: The number of lights corresponds to the bulls of the Festival. And one gave
a reason for his actions: The number of lights is based on the principle: One elevates to a higher level in matters of sanctity and one
does not downgrade.
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To what is the matter comparable? To two
humans who came before the king for a verdict.
Now no one except the king himself knew what
[the issue] was between them. The king judged
them, but the people did not know who had
prevailed against his companion. [However], the
king said, “You should know that whoever leaves
with a lance in his hand has prevailed.” So Israel
and the peoples of the world come for a verdict
on the Day of Atonement, and the people do not
know who is victorious. The Holy One, blessed
be He, said, “Take your lulavim in your hand, so
that everyone may know that you have won in
the judgment.” Therefore David said (in Ps.
96:12-13; // 1 Chron. 16:33), “Then shall all forest
trees shout for joy [before the Lord ]” When?
(Ibid., cont.:) “When He comes, when He comes
to judge the earth,” on the Day of Atonement.
What does Israel do? They wait for him five more
days in order that everyone may hear that Israel
won. It is therefore stated (in Lev. 23:40:) “And
you shall take for yourselves on the first day
[beautiful tree fruit, branches of palm trees].”
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MISHNA BIKKURIM 1:6 BAVLI PESACHIM - 53
From Atzeret (Shavuot) until the The Gemara continues: It was taught in a
Festival (of Sukkot) he brings baraita that Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel
and recites. From the Festival (of says: A good sign for mountains is that
Sukkot) and until Hannukah he gallnut oaks, used in the preparation of ink,

. . grow there. A good sign for valleys is palm
R3 l:t:lginjgusc'j g#%g?\eéaqg:ar ig't:' he trees. A good sign for streams is reeds. A
bri d it ys: good sign for the plain is a sycamore tree.
rings anda recites. And although there is no proof for these
indicators, there is an allusion to the matter
in the verse, as it is stated: “And the king
made silver to be in Jerusalem like stones,
and he made cedars to be as the sycamore
trees in the plain” (I Kings 10:27).
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Religion is not, at the outset, a refuge of
grace and mercy for the despondent and
desperate, an enchanted stream for
crushed spirits, but a raging, clamorous
torrent of man’'s consciousness with all its
crises, pangs and torments... For the path
that eventually will lead to the “green
pastures” is not the royal road, but a
narrow, twisting footway that threads its
course along the steep mountain slope, as
;c:he t”errible abyss yawns at the traveller’s
eet.

(Halakhic Man. JPS. Translation-Lawrence
Kaplan. Footnote no.4)
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