SUBSTITUE DECISION MAKING IN END OF LIFE -
HALAKHIC CONSIDERATIONS
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THE DECISIONS:

TIME OF APPLICATION
PERMISSBLE / NON-PERMISSIBLE



TIME OF APPLICATION: ONLY DYING PATIENT



DYING PATIENT - HALAKHIC DEFINITIONS

CHAYE SHAAH vs CHAYE OLAM

* The dying patient is defined as “temporary life” (nyw "n)
* In Talmud - no clear definition of nyw "n

* Most Poskim maintain that nyw '"n is equivalent, in time,
to N9V

* Hence, nyw "n is regarded as 12 months of expected
survival
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PERMISSIBLE / NON-PERMISSIBLE

WITHHOLDING / WITHDRAWING
PERTAINING TO THE DYING PROCESS
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TYPES OF TREATMENT

* Resuscitation * Food
e ventilation * fluid
e dialysis © OXygen
. surgery e antibiotics
 chemotherapy * insulin
* blood

e radiation

e experimental Tx * pain killers



SUMMARY:
HALAKHIC CONSIDERATIONS

®active euthanasia -- absolutely forbidden
®physician-assisted suicide -- absolutely forbidden

®withdrawal of continuous treatment — absolutely forbidden



HALAKHIC CONSIDERATIONS

* Permissible withdrawal cyclic treatment

* permissible withholding = CPR, dialysis, chemotherapy,
radiation, surgery

 forbidden withholding ~ food, fluid, oxygen, blood,
antibiotics



THE PATIENT



THE PATIENT

* Currently competent

* previously competent, currently incompetent
with advance directive/
without advance directive
With surrogate / without surrogate

° hever competent



THE PATIENT

Currently competent:

* Follow current expressed wishes, within societal norms

* An obligation to make a reasonable effort to convince the
patient to receive basic needs (i.e., oxygen, nutrition,
hydration, routine treatments)



THE PATIENT

Currently incompetent,
previously competent:

* Follow Advance Medical Directives
and/or appointed surrogate/proxy

* Consider a close person’s statement

* Consider a court appointed surrogate




THE PATIENT

Appointed surrogate/proxy

Patient, while competent, appoints a person to act on his
behalf when he shall become a dying patient and
incompetent



THE PATIENT

Family member

Only if declares / testifies knowing from the patient what
his/her wishes were

Personal position of family member - irrelevant

In case of dispute between family members — the closer the
person is to the patient he overrides

If impossible to determine — ethics committee



THE PATIENT

A close person

A person who, as determined by an authorized physician meets
two conditions:

* |s related by family ties, or is emotionally attached to the dying
patient, and is devoted to him;

* Knows the dying patient well, based on a continuous and
prolonged relationship in the period preceding the medical
treatment, or during the medical treatment.



FINAL DECISION-MAKERS

FIRST CIRCLE SECOND CIRCLE

e Patient e Institutional Ethics

. Physician/ medical team  Committee

e surrogate (family, ’ Nation.al ethics
friend) committee

e Court of law
* Legislator
* Religious leader



THANK YOU!




