‘Yibum’ in the Book of Ruth?

A. Ruth 3:1-13
Naomi, her mother-in-law, said to her, “Daughter, |
must seek a home for you, where you may be happy.
Now there is our kinsman Boaz, whose girls you were
close to. He will be winnowing barley on the threshing
floor tonight.
So bathe, anoint yourself, dress up, and go down to the
threshing floor. But do not disclose yourself to the man
until he has finished eating and drinking.
When he lies down, note the place where he lies down,
and go over and uncover his feet and lie down. He will
tell you what you are to do.”
She replied, “l will do everything you tell me.”
She went down to the threshing floor and did just as
her mother-in-law had instructed her.
Boaz ate and drank, and in a cheerful mood went to lie
down beside the grain pile. Then she went over
stealthily and uncovered his feet and lay down.
In the middle of the night, the man gave a start and
pulled back—there was a woman lying at his feet!
“Who are you?” he asked. And she replied, “I am your
hand-maid Ruth. Spread your robe over vyour
handmaid, for you are a redeeming kinsman.”
He exclaimed, “Be blessed of the LORD, daughter! Your
latest deed of loyalty is greater than the first, in that
you have not turned to younger men, whether poor or
rich.
And now, daughter, have no fear. | will do in your
behalf whatever you ask, for all the elders of my town
know what a fine woman you are.
But while it is true | am a redeeming kinsman, there is
another redeemer closer than I.
Stay for the night. Then in the morning, if he will act as
a redeemer, good! let him redeem. But if he does not
want to act as redeemer for you, | will do so myself, as
the LORD lives! Lie down until morning.
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Ruth 4:2-10

Then [Boaz] took ten elders of the town and said, “Be
seated here”; and they sat down.

He said to the redeemer, “Naomi, now returned from the
country of Moab, must sell the piece of land which
belonged to our kinsman Elimelech.

| thought | should disclose the matter to you and say:
Acquire it in the presence of those seated here and in the
presence of the elders of my people. If you are willing to
redeem it, redeem! But if you will not redeem, tell me,
that | may know. For there is no one to redeem but you,
and | come after you.” “l am willing to redeem it,” he
replied.

Boaz continued, “When you acquire the property from
Naomi and from Ruth the Moabite, you must also acquire
the wife of the deceased, so as to perpetuate the name
of the deceased upon his estate.”

The redeemer replied, “Then | cannot redeem it for
myself, lest | impair my own estate. You take over my
right of redemption, for | am unable to exercise it.”

Now this was formerly done in Israel in cases of
redemption or exchange: to validate any transaction, one
man would take off his sandal and hand it to the other.
Such was the practiced in Israel.

So when the redeemer said to Boaz, “Acquire for
yourself,” he drew off his sandal.

And Boaz said to the elders and to the rest of the people,
“You are witnesses today that | am acquiring from Naomi
all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to
Chilion and Mahlon.

I am also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon,
as my wife, so as to perpetuate the name of the deceased
upon his estate, that the name of the deceased may not
disappear from among his kinsmen and from the gate of
his home-town. You are witnesses today.”

B. Origins

1. The Basic Law - Deuteronomy 25:5-7

(5) If brothers reside together, and one of them dies
childless, the dead man’s wife shall not marry an outsider;
her husband’s brother must come to her, taking her as his
wife in a levirate marriage. (6) The firstborn son whom she
bears will then perpetuate the name of the dead brother, so
that his name will not be obliterated from Israel. (7) But if
the man does not want to marry his brother’s widow, then
his brother’s widow shall appear before the elders in the
gate and declare, “My husband’s brother refuses to
establish a name in Israel for his brother; he will not perform
the duty of a levir.”
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(9) Then his brother’s widow shall go up to him in the WYY PION PN NYM) (V)
presence of the elders, and pull his sandal off his foot, spit 15)'\ bm AP ‘135"“ [m2AIP2YR)
in his face, and make this declaration: Thus shall be done 122 NN NIV 1’393 nRM
to the man who will not build up his brother’s house. (10) memy N9 N Wy nyy>

And he shall go in Israel by the name of “the family of the m\v NP O cvnN ™3
unsandalled one.” ‘J)’)‘! N na bN‘\\’)’:l

2. Intimacy with brother’s wife — Leviticus 18:16
Do not uncover the nakedness of your brother’s wife; it is MW N2N NI PN NYX MY
the nakedness of your brother. XD PN

3a. Yehuda’s son — Genesis 38:8-9

(8) Then Judah said to Onan, “Join with your brother’s wife ON N2 PIND DT NN (D)
and do your duty by her as a brother-in-law, and provide )’“\’( oRN ANN n:m -prm NYN
offspring for your brother.” (9) But Onan, knowing that the 9 ND D NIN YT (D) PN
seed would not count as his, let it go to waste whenever he NYN DN N2 DN MDY YWD M
joined with his brother’s wife, so as not to provide offspring Y11 1) mb:lb NYIN DNY) PIN
for his brother. 1"-‘13?

3b. Commentary of Ramban on Genesis 38:8

...The ancient wise men who were prior to the Torah knew of the great benefit in marrying a
childless dead brother’s wife, and that it was proper for the brother to take precedence in
the matter, and upon his failure to do so, his next of kin would come after him... And it was
customary for the dead man’s wife to be wed by the brother or father or the next of kin in
the family. We do not know whether this was an ancient custom preceding Judah’s era...

4. Chalitzah Ceremony Nusach: All those present repeat her last words 3 times:

Chalutz hana'al, chalutz hana'al, chalutz hana'al
(‘The one whose shoe has been removed’ x 3)

At the end of the ceremony, the members of the Beth Din recite the blessing:

“May it be God’s will that the daughters of Israel will never need to perform either
Chalitzah or Yibbum. Blessed are You, King of the Universe, Who has sanctified us
with the commandments and statutes of Abraham our father.”

5. Sephardi/Ashkenazi approach - Responsa Yabi’a Omer, VI, Even Ha-Ezer, no. 14

According to us, we instruct them to perform yibum, although we must explain to them the great
value of the mitzva, that their intention should be for the sake of the mitzva of yibum, and this
suffices. ... Therefore, in the case before us, the court should try to convince the widow to agree
to the levir's request for yibum in order to raise the name of the deceased over his inheritance.

C. Meanings and Messages

8. Ruth 4:13-14, 17
(13) And Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. And 2 OoNmM MY NN WA NN ()
he came to her and God gave her pregnancy and she 1IN '15 NN ‘l’bN NI NYND

gave birth to a son. (14) And the women said to Naomi, SN DVID NYVINP (T) : )2 .bm
‘Blessed be God, who has not withheld a redeemer from .[b YN Nb -“’)N N2 ’73}’3
you today! May his name be perpetuated in Israel.’ ... bm\wa ny N‘W” D10 ONA

(17) And the women neighbours gave him a name, DW me—' :b —mﬁ?;n (v)
saying, ‘A son is born to Naomi!’ They named him Obed; ny _‘QN.].?:}‘ ?é”?? 13722 -mN.?
he was the father of Jesse, father of David. PV ANOY IN NI T
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9. The Birth of Monarchy - Ruth 4:18-22

(18) This is the line of Perez: Perez begot Hezron;
(19) Hezron begot Ram, Ram begot Amminadab,
(20) Amminadab begot Nahshon, Nahshon begot
Salmon (21) Salmon begot Boaz, Boaz begot
Obed (22) Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot
David.

10. Midrash - Ruth Rabbah

“And, behold, Boaz came from Beth-lehem” (Ruth
2:4) — Rabbi Tanchuma in the name of the Rabbis
said: Three things the lower Beit Din decreed and
the upper Beit Din agreed with them; and these
were: to greet someone with the name [of God],
the megillah of Esther, and ma’aserot. ..And,
behold, Boaz came from Beth-lehem, and said
unto the reapers: '"Hashem be with you."
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11. Please, No More Need for Memorials, Rabbanit Sally Mayer
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