“Standing at Sinai”
Torah in Motion

Shvat/ Adar 5786
Michal Porath Zibman

Shiur 1- The Father in Law
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Or HaChaim R’ Chaim Ben Attar. 18th cen Israel

172 37129, Yitro the priest of Midian heard, etc. Why did the Torah tell us that Yitro was a
priest? Being a priest in a pagan society is hardly to someone's credit, why did the Torah then tell
us about this? [the author bases himself on the rule that one does not remind a 723wn %va of his
past.]

Perhaps in this case the Torah wanted us to know the greatness of Yitro who converted to
Judaism although he occupied an exalted position in his country at the cost of his prominence
and probably even his wealth. Actually, the Torah describes Yitro in a contradictory role.
Although he was leader in his country and as such could have chosen prominent sons-in-law for
his daughters, he chose an unknown (to him), i.e. Moses as his son-in-law. The Torah therefore
describes him both as a leader in Midian and as Moses' father-in-law. At the time, the other
aspirants for Tzipporah's hand in marriage resented Yitro's choosing an itinerant foreigner over
them. Concerning Yitro's position as an ardent idol worshiper, something that is implied in his
title "priest," the Torah compliments him in verse 11 when he declared that he had found that the
Lord was superior to any other kind of deity. The fact that a Gentile who occupied an exalted
position in his own country and who was a religious dignitary to boot made a 180 degree turn
becomes remarkable for the Jewish people only after the Torah tells us who this Gentile was
prior to his conversion.
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Derech HaMelech (The Piaczeno Rebbe) 20th cen Poland
Yitro heard? The entire world heard of the miracles. Only Yitro was the one who enabled these
stories to enter his heart

3.

PRIV 1719 22

X? D37 77 92 ,7°°3aN77 K127 122 77WN1 RY IRYOW ORI AR O"Y ORI "0 vmw " " e v
,R2OW 1IN 07 027 PR WD LR VAW VI an 21" w0 w1997, L. 2RIW nwna 'Y 100
790" 13"Wn3 RNNPT NMNT "V "3 AR "phny nanm" L. .p2TRa NYNa 'Y 0 T "0 0 nyp”
12 7073 70,2078 DW RNNDT XMPNR 'Y 77702 7K 7070 a0 ,0"wa00 "phaya ' annon a™ 0o by
1390w 991D AN NDAY Xaw 1nR

Rebbe Elimelech of Lezansk 18th Cen, Poland
Why does Rashi feel the need to add what it was that Yitro heard?A person doesnt awaken bc of
miracles that were done to others but rather bc of the awakening that was done by others.
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Rashi, 11th Cen, France

727177 9% INTO THE DESERT — Indeed we know that they were in the wilderness, and it
appears unnecessary to state that Jethro came to Moses there. But by stressing this Scripture is
speaking in praise of Jethro: that he was living amidst all the splendour that the world could
provide, and nevertheless his heart prompted him to go forth into the desert, a waste place
(Mekhilta), to hearken to the words of the Torah.




5.

7390 ,NAY 190 ,2 PO . MIWa N

71077 X 0" 2P QTR XY ARW NITNAY ,770 102 2T 3T NWAD 7702 2N01W PV N0 DR

IR 212 DIWHW 21071 YT0 K OV DR XY P77 XAW AT NI ,TI000 IR TIDON I9a071 17 102 n'wah nasy
oW 2"NRY (M N73) NWRI PPN IRIAAW 1M ,1°010 NN MDA IR 0WER w1 1077 1K PN o)
17N 27 nwn TR

Mei HaShiloach- Rabbi Mordechai Yosef Leiner of Izbica. 19th Cen, Poland

The reason it mentions the issue of the convert before Matan Torah is to show that when a person
decides that hes ready to commit himself to Torah he has to make a drastic change like the story
of Megillat Ruth that we read on Matan Torah.
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Sforno, 16th Cen Italy

G’d saved the people by using the very means the Egyptians had used to harm them to harm their
oppressors. The word 171, past tense, occurs as future tense, 71> in Exodus 21,14 describing the
deliberate commission of a crime, a sin. The sin Yitro had in mind was that G’d had killed the
Egyptian firstborn as a retribution for the male babies of the Jewish people having been thrown
into the river to drown. (Exodus 1,22). The Egyptians died by drowning just as their victims the
Jewish babies had died by drowning. Yitro recognised that the ability to make the punishment fit
the crime is what put our G’d in a class all by Himself, unparalleled in any other religion. None

of G’d’s agents in the celestial spheres, even, would be able to do this.
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And Gd said to Moshe, it isnt good for man to be alone, i will create for him someone to assist
him



