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Ion Ezra

THOU SHALT NOT MURDER. With your hand or your tongue,
that is, by giving false testimony which results in having someone
executed, or by tale bearing, or by wickedly giving someone
counsel which you know will result in his death, or by not
revealing a secret which you are aware of, to someone who would
be saved if he knew what you know. If you do not reveal the
secret you are a murderer.
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Netziv of Volozhin-

Do not answer for your friend as a false witness. Every kind of false
testimony is forbidden. But the situation here mentions ‘friend’ which
means do not listen to a testimony from a friend of yours and claim as
if you have seen it yourself. The proof here is that it says ‘do not
answer’ as a false witness.
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Malbim (Rabbi Meir Livush, 19th cen Europe)

The first 5 commandments are between man and Gd, and that is why
Gd name is mentioned in each of the first 5, and Gds name is not
mentioned in the last 5.....and added within these are things that dont
hurt a person, such as jealousy in ones heart. But these last 5 are not
only commandments that make logical sense but also things that we
dont do because Gd commanded us to do so. And sometimes the
logical part isnt strong enough, such as in the case of desire. So there
is a higher level here, which is that even it makes sense to you, G-d
commanded it

5.
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks (https://rabbisacks.org/covenant-
conversation/vayeshev/what-is-the-theme-of-the-stories-of-genesis/)

One of the most fundamental questions about the Torah turns out to be one of the

hardest to answer.



What, from God’s calling to Abraham in Genesis 12 to the death of Joseph in
Genesis 50, is the basic religious principle being taught? What does the entire set
of stories about Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and their wives, together with Jacob’s
sons and daughter, actually tell us? Abraham brought monotheism to a world that

had forgotten it, but where do we see this in the actual text of the Torah itself?

Here is the problem: The first eleven chapters of Genesis teach us many
fundamentals of faith: that God brought the universe into being and declared it
good; that God made the human person in His image; that God gave us freedom
and thus the ability to do not only good but also bad; that the good is rewarded, the
bad punished and that we are morally responsible for our actions. Chapters 8 and 9
also tell us that God made a covenant with Noah and - through him - with all

humanity.

It is equally easy to say what the rest of the Torah, from Exodus to Deuteronomy,
teaches us: that God rescued the Israelites from slavery, setting them on the road
to freedom and the Promised Land; that God made a covenant with the people as a
whole on Mount Sinai, with its 613 commands and its purpose, to establish Israel
as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. In short, Genesis 1-11 is about creation.
Exodus to Deuteronomy is about revelation and redemption. But what are Genesis
12-50 about? They seem to teach no new principle of faith. Other than childbirth
and rescue from danger, God performs no world-transforming miracles through
them. They deliver no prophecies to the people of their generation/ So the
question is real and puzzling. What was so different about the patriarchs in
Genesis that we spend so many chapters on them? What new component did they

bring to the world? What difference did monotheism make in their day?



There is an answer, but it is an unexpected one. One theme appears no less than
six (possibly even seven) times. Whenever a member of the covenantal family
leaves his or her own space and enters the wider world of their contemporaries,

they encounter a world of sexual free-for-all.

In other words, there is a continuing theme in Genesis 12-50, a contrast between
the people of the Abrahamic covenant and their neighbours, but it is not about
idolatry, but rather about adultery, promiscuity, sexual license, seduction, rape,

and sexually motivated violence.

The patriarchal narrative is surprisingly close to the view of Freud that eros is one
of the two primal drives governing human behaviour (the other is thanatos, the
death instinct), and the view of at least one evolutionary psychologist (David Buss,
in his books The Evolution of Desire and The Murderer Next Door) that sex is the

main cause of violence amongst humans.

This gives us an entirely new way of thinking about Abrahamic faith. Emunah, the
Hebrew word normally translated as faith, does not mean what it is taken to mean
in English: a body of dogma, a set of principles, or a cluster of beliefs often held on
non-rational grounds. Emunah means faithfulness, loyalty, fidelity, honouring
your commitments, doing what you said you would do and acting in such a way as

to inspire trust. It has to do with relationships, first and foremost with marriage
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Ibn Ezra
THOU SHALT NOT COVET

Many people are amazed at this commandment. They ask, how is it
possible for a person not to covet in his heart all beautiful things that
appear desirable to him? | will now give you a parable. Note, a
peasant of sound mind who sees a beautiful princess will not entertain
any covetous thoughts about sleeping with her, for he knows that this
is an impossibility. This peasant will not think like the insane who
desire to sprout wings and fly to the sky, for it is impossible to do so.
Now just as a man does not desire to sleep with his mother, although
she be beautiful, because he has been trained from his childhood to



know that she is prohibited to him, so must every intelligent person
know that a person does not acquire a beautiful woman or money
because of his intelligence or wisdom, but only in accordance with
what God has apportioned to him. Indeed, Koheleth states, yet to a
man that hath not labored therein shall he leave it for his portion
(Eccles. 2:21). Furthermore, our sages taught, children, life, and
sustenance are not dependent upon a person’s merits but upon the
stars. The intelligent person will therefore neither desire nor covet.
Once he knows that God has prohibited his neighbor’s wife to him she
will be more exalted in his eyes than the princess is in the eyes of the
peasant. He will therefore be happy with his lot and will not allow his
heart to covet and desire anything which is not his. For he knows that
that which God did not want to give him, he cannot acquire by his own
strength, thoughts, or schemes. He will therefore trust in his creator,
that is, that his creator will sustain him and do what is right in His
sight. Observe, we have completed explaining the Ten Statements..
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Netziv of Volozhin

They heard the 10 Commandments from Gd with glory and splendor.
And from the voice came sparks of fire that appeared as the letters.
And the Nation saw the letters. But there was still the sound of the
Shofar. And the sound of the Shofar is what we remember from Har
Sinai and not the sound of the thunder and lightning that were there.
The purpose was to engrave in our hears that everything was from
Hashem- even that which we do not understand.

7.
T 19 DT

11017191 3131y 1XYIYX DTN NIYNT|R TR Y91 WY 77 MY 7
M2 A7 A7 DOYTINE R0 MY 72 23N

DYDTNX 77700 M nin xR A2l nine 97 Ry Wk oif
MTXN™7Y DN DR WK DM TR AR 17! WK AT TIN DYNYKI
[1TAY: DRATNN

27971 [V QYN DM 277TY WX WA 1AL 0D DNR {HTAYAIL QPRI
AT D' DRI'N NI D'WRY DX DT 7i7 UKD RiN0 D7 NN AT
ip




