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Parshat Emor:

21:1-22:16 Laws pertaining to the Kohanim

22:17-33 Laws about which animals can be brought as Korbanot
23:1-44 Laws about the holidays

24:1-9 Oil for Menorah and Lechem HaPanim

24:10-23 The Story of the Blasphemer



Ramban Exodus 25:30

And the Ibn Ezra explains
that it is called lechem
hapanim because it is

[placed] “before (/ifaner)
Me always”
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Leviticus 24:5-9
(5) You shall take fine flour and bake of it twelve loaves, two
tenths of a measure for each loaf. (6) Place them on the pure
table before God in two rows, six to a row. (7) With each row
you shall place pure frankincense, which is to be a token
offering for the bread, as an offering by fire to God. (8) He
shall arrange them before God regularly every Shabbat day-it
is a covenant for all time on the part of the Israelites (9) They
shall belong to Aharon and his sons, who shall eat them in the
sacred precinct; for they are his as most holy from Hashem’s
offerings by fire, a due for all time.

Exodus 25:23-30

(23) And you shall make a table of acacia
wood, two cubits long, one cubit wide, and a

half high

|

= P90 RN DR nnw
) Ny 128 DR DU0Y VXY TR Dy (32)
innp >em )

‘TR *197 0°19 0N 137 7Y 07 ()

(30) And on the Table you shall place the
showbread, to be before Me always
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Procedure for Lechem HaPanim:

1. Each shabbos remove the old loaves of Lechem haPanim along with the two
spoonfuls of levonah

2. Thelevonahis burned on the mizbeach

These bread is eaten by the Kohanim

4. New bread is placed on the Shulchan
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Leviticus 2:1-2

(1) When a person presents a meal offering to God: the offering shall
be of choice flour, the ofteror shall pour oil upon it, lay frankincense
on it, (2) and present it to Aaron’s sons, the priests. The priest shall
scoop out a handful of its choice flour and oil, as well as all of its
frankincense; and this token portion he shall turn into smoke
on the altar, as an offering by fire, of pleasing odor to God. (3) And
the remainder of the meal offering shall be for Aaron and his sons
a most holy portion from Hashem’s offering by fire.

-Leviticus 24:5
(7) With each row you shall place pure frankincense, which is
to be a token offering for the bread, as an offering by fire to
God. (8) He shall arrange them before God regularly every
Shabbat day-it is a covenant for all time on the part of the
Israclites (9) They shall belong to Aharon and his sons,
who shall eat them in the sacred precinct; for they are
his as most holy from Hashem’s offerings by fire, a due
for all time.
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Rambam Laws of Sacrificial Procedures 12:3

There are three communal meal-offerings. The Omer is
brought on altar as will be explained, and the Two
Loaves that are brought on Shavuot, are called a
mincha but they are not brought on the altar and are
leavened, and about them it is said and, and the third
mincha is the showbread that is arranged every
shabbat and is not brought on the altar, but rather all
of it is eaten by the Priests as will be explained.
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Yerushalmi Shekalim 6:3
They asked before Rebbi Ila: If they did not have bread,

may they leave it for the coming week? He said to them, it
is written “you shall place the showbread on the Table

before Me continually.” The showbread, even
disqualified.
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Numbers 4:7
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Over the Table of display they shall spread a blue cloth; NX) NYYRT DY 1P 1031 170 732 3090 00197 107W 93 (1)
they shall place upon it the bowls, the ladles, the jars, and S YRV TR 002 7937 DiWR NRY NPRIng N N9

the libation jugs; and the regular bread shall rest upon it.

Babylonian Talmud Tractate Menachot 95a
A dilemma was raised before the Sages: was the showbread disqualified
during the journeys of the Jewish people in the wilderness or was it not
disqualified during the journeys? The matter is a dispute between Rabbi
Yochanan and Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi. One says they are disqualified, and
one says they are not...The Gemara brings an objection from the baraita: at
the time of the dismantling [of the Tabernacle] to begin traveling, the
sacrificial food becomes disqualified because it is considered to have left the
Tabernacle... Rather, when Ravin came [from Eretz Yisrael to Babylonia] he
said: one Rabbi [who said the showbread is not disqualified] stated his ruling
with regard to loaves removed arranged e showbread is disqualified] stated his
ruling with regard to loaves removed from the Table. And they do not
disagree.
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Tzafnat Paneach Exodus 25:30 B:1D NYAY 1NN DY MYID NIDX

[The lechem hapanim described here] are not a meal-offering TIAM ,0"Y PT P YRR 31297 I 73 KD
offering with frankincense and a kometz, but rather only as showbread. I3 393 XD 3090 DY v oA
And the mitzvah [being described here] is only that there should be

showbread on the table

From a speech given by R’ Soloveitchik at a Sheva Brachot

The purpose of the building the Beit HaMikdash is to create a house for N2 P°IY 921...077.../17 N2 MWY? 777 19WKR 1712 09N
Hashem, and the whole idea of building a Mikdash is really a compromise 77207 178 NN AIWD NN NAR T WIPna N1
and concession on the part of the Blessed One. Because the Holy One ,N72 99 N1I2% MXD ANw T 721,99312 PR NRA 772apnT
Blessed be He truly does not have a body, and why would it be necessary On? WY DX 12w KX .70 7RI DX D¥NE? TWOR TR
for there to be a mitzvah to build Him a house, and how is it possible to DR MWAN) W2 WIAIT2 TNRA — 05121 ,27WA0 09900
contract the infinite? Rather, people have emotional needs, and among Q10 'K XIN N'WAW nn niNnY [12°97] 7720 nap
them, is feeling physical and concrete closeness to the Blessed One. And |0 DIFNY MXY NX D¥NX KIN AT INIX2 DR 75N

therefore, despite the fact that God, Blessed be He, is infinite, he
nonetheless contracted himself at that time into a small place.



Babylonian Talmud Tractate Menachot 99b 3 7MY VX 77 NI Noon SHa3 TINGN

Four priests enter, two with two arrangements of the new showbread 1YW 07°2 0°1W,1°0101 273770 V2N
and two with two bowls of frankincense in their hands. And four TY2IRY,1°9°T2 21w 07°2 DY 0°770
priests precede them, two to take the two arrangements of the old 0°770 1w 0% 20w ,0n°107 1NTRn
showbread from the Table and two to take the two bowls of 0°TMIV 0°0°19777,1°3°12 1w 1) 20w
frankincense. Those bringing the new showbread stand in the north QYT PRIV DT 077101 119X
and their faces to the south, and those removing the old showbread 19K POWIN 19K L1198 0777101 2172
stand in the south and their faces to the north. These priests draw [the LT W MY TAID AT PW MO, 1IN
old showbread from the Table] and those priests place |the new ;7o 2199 :ARIY

showbread on the Table], and for each handbreadth [that is removed] a
handbreadth is placed, as it is stated: “and you shall set upon the Table
showbread before Me always.”



Rambam’s Count of Mitzvot 2"an"h nnEnT P
To arrange the showbread and frankincense before God on every WA 9y NN W NAw Y33 > 219 129 ano 170 18
shabbat as it says “and you shall place on the table showbread.” 15 o
Avrabam says: and why didn’t be include the burning of the bowls
[of frankincense] as it says “a burnt offering to God” and the

eating of the bread as it says “and you shall eat it in a holy place.”
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Rav Chaim on Masekhet Sukkah 55a N 7Y 11 0T 7970 NooR 17T IR
The Rambam counts the mitzvah to arrange the showbread 922 0°1971 AN 7702 2N (12 TWY) MXAT PR 0"anNn
each shabbat and the Ra’abad asks why he doesn’t mention W'Y ond NYYIRY 12°1A PURaR 191 AW N ,Naw
burning the frankincense and eating the bread. And it NI OO NIXAA D901 5" 90D NDYORT VIWD 17 RO
appears obvious that eating the showbread is [not counted A" AR T

because it is] already included in the commandment to eat
the remainder of Mincha offerings that the Rambam

counts.



Sefer HaR okeach Hilkhot Purim Siman 240

There is a hint [to Chanukah and Purim] in the section
about the holidays in Parshat Emor: “pure olive oil” is a
hint to Chanukah, and the verses afterwards “and you
should take fine flour and bake it” is a hint to Purim since
it is a day of feasting and rejoicing.
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Commentary of Ramban Exodus 25:24

In this lies the secret of the table: since the time the world came into
existence, God’s blessing did not create something from nothing; instead,
the world follows its natural course, for its written “and God saw everything
that He had made, and behold it was very good” (Genesis 1:31). But when
the root of the matter already exists, the blessing descends upon it and
increases it, just as Elisha said “tell me what do you have in the house?” (II
Kings 4:2). And then the blessing came upon the pot of oil that she already
had, and she filled all the vessels from it...And so also was the case with the
showbread on the table; upon it rested the blessing, and from it came the
abundance to all Israel. That is why the Rabbis have said: “Every priest who
received even only as much as the size of a bean [of the showbread] ate it and
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was satisfied.” (Yoma 39b)

Sefer HaChinuch, Parshat Terumah Mitzvah 97

The root of the mitzvah: God blessed be He gave us a continual
commandment with bread because man lives by bread, and therefore
blessing must be found in it [bread] continually. And through our
investing in it in order to fulfill the commandments of God blessed be He,
God’s will and blessing should come upon us. Because with whatever a
person uses to do the will of God blessed be He, through that thing
is he blessed. And according to each and every matter upon which he
places the conglomeration of his focus, his thoughts and his activities by
way of a commandment - according to them, a similar blessing will emerge
upon him. And this is what I found in the Ramban z”1, and][ it] is like the
matter that they, may their memory be blessed, said (Rosh HaShanah 16:1)
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Babylonian Talmud Tractate Rosh HaShana 16a

It is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Yehuda said in the name
of Rabbi Akive: For what reason did the Torah say: Bring
the omer oftering on Passover? It is because Passover is the
time of grain, and the Holy One, Blessed be He, said: bring
the omer oftering before Me on Passover so that the grain in
the fields will be blessed for you. And for what reason did
the Torah say: Bring the offering of the two loaves from the
new wheat on Shavuot? It is because Shavuot is the time of
the fruits that grows on a tree, when it begins to ripen, and
therefore the Holy One, Blessed be He, said: Bring the
offering of the two loaves before Me on Shavuot so that the
fruits that grow on a tree will be blessed for you. And for
what reason did the Torah say: pour water [on the altar] on
the festival of Sukkot? The Holy One, Blessed be He, said:
Pour water before Me on the festival of Sukkot so that the
rains of the year will be blessed for you...
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Babylonian Talmud Tractate Chagiga 23b

Reish Lakish said: What is [the meaning of that] which is
written: “upon the pure table”? [It teaches] by inference
that it [capable of becoming] impure. And why? Itis a
wooden vessel designated to rest and should not be
susceptible to impurity? Rather, this teaches that they
would lift it to display the showbread to the pilgrims and
say to them: Behold you affection before God, it [the

showbread] was removed [just as fresh] as it was arranged.
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