Singing Deep into the Night

There are truths which one can see only when it's dark.

— Isaac Bashevis Singer, Teibele and Her Demon

Psalms 119:62, 148

(62) I arise at midnight to praise You for Your just

rules.

(148) My eyes greet each watch of the night, as I

meditate on Your promise.

Tamid 32b:6

Rabbi Hiyya taught: With regard to anyone who
occupies himself with Torah at night, the Divine
Presence is across from him, as it is stated: "Arise,
cry out in the night, at the beginning of the
watches; pour out your heart like water before the
face of the Lord, lift up your hands toward Him"
(Lamentations 2:19). Rabbi Elazar ben Azarya said:
Torah scholars increase peace in the world, as it is
stated: "And all your children [banayikh] shall be
taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of
your children" (Isaiah 54:13). This can be read as
bonayikh, your builders, i.e., scholars build and

increase peace for the entire world.
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(Ashkenazi Haggadah, mid-15th c.)



Pesach Haggadah, Nirtzah, And It Happened at Midnight

AND so - IT HAPPENED AT MIDNIGHT.

Many were the miracles You performed long ago, at
night.

At the beginning of the watch, on this night,

You won [Abraham]'s battle, when [his men were]
split, and the night

IT HAPPENED AT MIDNIGHT.

You judged the king of Gerar in his dream at night.
You put dread into [Laban] the Aramean's heart that
night.

And Israel struggled with an angel and overcame him
at night

IT HAPPENED AT MIDNIGHT.

You crushed the firstborns of Patros [Egypt] in the
middle of the night.

They could not find their strength, when they rose up
[against Israel] at night.

You flung [Sisera] the commander of Haroshet off
course with the stars of night

IT HAPPENED AT MIDNIGHT.

[Sennacherib] the blasphemer thought to raise his
hand against the beloved [city]; but You dried up the
bodies of his fallen in the night.

You overthrew Bel, idol and pedestal together, in the
dead of night.

To [Daniel] the beloved man were revealed the
secrets of that vision of the night

IT HAPPENED AT MIDNIGHT.

[Belshazzar], who drank himself merry from the holy
vessels, was killed on that same night.

[Daniel] was brought out unharmed from the lions'
den; he who had explained those terrors of the night.
[Haman] the Agagite bore his hatred and wrote his
orders at night

IT HAPPENED AT MIDNIGHT.
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You awakened Your might against him, disturbing
[King Ahashverosh's] sleep at night.

You shall tread the winepress of [Se'ir], who asks
anxiously, "What of the night?"

You will cry out like the watchman, calling,
"Morning is come, and also night"

IT HAPPENED AT MIDNIGHT.

Draw near the day that will be neither day nor night.
Highest One, make known that day is Yours and also
night.

Appoint watchmen [to guard] Your city all day long
and all night,

Light up like daylight the darkness of night

IT HAPPENED AT MIDNIGHT.

Exodus 12:29-31

(29) In the middle of the night GOD struck down all
the [male] first-born in the land of Egypt, from the
first-born of Pharaoh who sat on the throne to the
first-born of the captive who was in the dungeon,
and all the first-born of the cattle. (30) And Pharaoh
arose in the night, with all his courtiers and all the
Egyptians—because there was a loud cry in Egypt; for
there was no house where there was not someone
dead. (31) He summoned Moses and Aaron in the
night and said, "Up, depart from among my people,
you and the Israelites with you! Go, worship GOD as

you said!"
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Exodus 12:42 2°12:27 Mnw

(42) That was for GOD a night of vigil to bring them 0187 PIND ONYD 177D R3m 20ne 0 (an
out of the land of Egypt; that same night is GOD's, ’7N1W’ 32 ;7;,7 D’W?QW TIL'I’T_? ﬁTU n?’ZU NI
one of vigil for all the children of Israel throughout

(:0pT7?

the ages. '
Rosh Hashanah 11b:4 T:2 N IwT WRA

Rabbi Yehoshua says: In Nisan our forefathers were — BXPY PTNY 10712 ,19K31 10712 NI YWt 220

redeemed from Egypt; and in Nisan in the future K21 DT P XTP N ?,[7?;73

the Jewish people will be redeemed in the final . o
redemption. From where do we derive that the final AR PR
redemption will be in Nisan? The verse states: "It is a
night of watching for the Lord for bringing them
out from the land of Egypt; this is the Lord's night of
watching, for all the children of Israel throughout
their generations" (Exodus 12:42). This teaches that
the night of Passover is a night that has been
continuously watched, i.e., set aside for the purpose

of redemption, from the six days of Creation, and it

will continue to be so until the final redemption.



Pesikta DeRav Kahana 17:1

Rabbi Yehudah bar Rabbi Simon said:

"l remember my song in the night; I commune with
my heart, and my spirit searches" (Psalms 77:7).

The congregation of Israel said before the Holy One:
"Master of the universe, I remember the songs that I
sang before You in the nights," as it says: "and we will
play my songs all the days of our lives in the house of
the Lord" (Isaiah 38:20).

"In the night" (Psalms 77:7) — this is one night, and
Pharaoh's night is also a night, the one of which it is
written: "And it came to pass at midnight" (Exodus
12:29).

This is one night, and Gideon's night is also a night,
the one of which it is written: "And it came to pass
on that night, that the Lord said to him: Arise, go
down into the camp, for I have delivered it into your
hand..." (Judges 7:9).

This is one night, and Sennacherib's night is also a
night, the one of which it is written: "And it came to
pass that night, that the angel of the Lord went out
and struck in the camp of Assyria one hundred and
eighty-five thousand" (I Kings 19:35).

This night and that night.
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Judges 6:7-14

(7) When the Israelites cried to GOD on account of
Midian, (8) GOD sent a certain prophet to the
Israelites. He said to them, "Thus said the ETERNAL,
the God of Israel: I brought you up out of Egypt and
freed you from the house of bondage. (9) I rescued
you from the Egyptians and from all your oppressors;
[ drove them out before you, and gave you their land.
(10) And I said to you, 'T the ETERNAL One am your
God. You must not worship the gods of the Amorites
in whose land you dwell.' But you did not obey Me."
(11) An angel of GOD came and sat under the
terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the
Abiezrite. His son Gideon was then beating out
wheat inside a winepress in order to keep it safe from
the Midianites. (12) The angel of GOD appeared to
him and said to him, "GOD is with you, valiant
warrior!" (13) Gideon said to him, "Please, my lord, if
GOD is with us, why has all this befallen us? Where
are all those wondrous deeds about which our
ancestors told us, saying, "Truly GOD brought us up
from Egypt'? Now GOD has abandoned us and
delivered us into the hands of Midian!" (14) GOD
turned to him and said, "Go in this strength of yours
and deliver Israel from the Midianites. [ herewith

make you My messenger."

-1 DU

17T NVIR 2V M 2K PRI 71218172 i
IR DN 202 DX X023 WK M 2w (1)
NP9y "IN PR 09N M K 1D 07
TR 07130 TR DINK PXK) () 107130 DINK
ND D27OK M1 IR 099 TN () 027307 23
(X*) 721P2 DRYRY K1 1K1 "X DX TN
moya WK NP NOD Y M xR X3
(2) :177% )20 07377 N33 DL LA 133 1N
1133 Jny M POX TN M AN IR KT
NWAY M W IR "2 YT vgx NI () 277
1921 (7) :PRIRYD1 22 M) NINT 22 1NN3R T2
2N N AYwIm T AM92 72 1R M VIR

Giaiagbla



Rashi on Judges 6:13 (based on midrash in Yalkut Shimoni 62:1)

(1) If [lit. and] Adonoy is with us. If Adonoy is with
us, why has [all this] occurred, etc. (2) Which our
forefathers recounted to us. It was Pesach, and he
told him, "Last night father recited the Hallel for me,
and I heard him read, "When Yisroel departed from
Egypt'—but now He has abandoned us. If our
forefathers were saintly, let Him act in our behalf in
their merit; and if they were wicked, then, just as He
worked His wonders for them gratuitously, so, let

Him act in our behalf. Where are all His marvels?"

Night permeates the Gideon cycle:
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¢ The night of Passover, when Joash recounts the Exodus to his son;
g

e "That night" (6:25) when God commands Gideon to pull down the altar of Baal;

* The night he does as God had commanded (6:27);

* The night where God saturates the woolen fleece, while the threshing floor remains dry (6:38);

* The night where God performs the same miracle in inverse, as Gideon had requested (6:40);

* The night where Gideon and his servant descend to spy out the Midianite encampment (7:9);

* The night when Gideon and his army of three hundred attacked the Midianites (7:19).



Judges 7:9-19

(9) That night GOD said to him, "Come, attack the
camp, for I have delivered it into your hands. (10)
And if you are afraid to attack, first go down to the
camp with your attendant Purah (11) and listen to
what they say; after that you will have the courage to
attack the camp." So he went down with his
attendant Purah to the outposts of the warriors who
were in the camp.— (12) Now Midian, Amalek, and
all the Kedemites were spread over the plain, as thick
as locusts; and their camels were countless, as
numerous as the sands on the seashore.— (13)
Gideon came there just as one man was narrating a
dream to another. "Listen," he was saying, "I had this
dream: There was a commotion—a loaf of barley
bread was whirling through the Midianite camp. It
came to a tent and struck it, and it fell; it turned it
upside down, and the tent collapsed." (14) To this the
other responded, "That can only mean the sword of
the Israelite Gideon son of Joash. God is delivering

Midian and the entire camp into his hands." ...

(19) Gideon and the hundred men with him arrived
at the outposts of the camp, at the beginning of the
middle watch, just after the sentries were posted.
They sounded the horns and smashed the jars that

they had with them.
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Genesis 37:6-9 V-9 MPWR2

(6) He said to them, "Hear this dream that I have nna WK T 01900 K3 wnw onehR nRM (3

dreamed: (7) There we were binding sheaves in the 1y HTWU 2102 ]13’?3’7?;{ D’);JI?P_(?; 1JT'I§?$ rﬁrﬁ 0

field, when suddenly my sheaf stood up and remained
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bowed low to my sheaf." (8) His brothers answered, '|7773ﬂ 207 D > X 17 RlhSING) ’ﬂDbNb pmnwm
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over us?" And they hated him even more for his talk DA *AN9A T30 AN PIIRD INR 1907 9N

about his dreams. (9) He dreamed another dream and . s . o »
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told it to his brothers, saying, "Look, I have had - . ’
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another dream: And this time, the sun, the moon, ’ 77 o ]U'an

and eleven stars were bowing down to me."

Bereishit Rabbati, Vayeshev 41 (Genesis 37:9) N1 QW™ °N27 NPwNN2
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Judges 7:25 1”271 DU

(25) They pursued the Midianites and captured 177721 ANT NN 279 DX ﬁ-m iy 230 17997 (71D
Midian's two generals, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed
Oreb at the Rock of Oreb and they killed Zeeb at the
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Oreb and Zeeb from the other side of the Jordan to (T—mzz?
Gideon.
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the morning, when Gidon crossed the Yardein
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Pesach Haggadah, Nirtzah, Chad Gadya

ONE LITTLE GOAT, one little goat, my father
bought for two zuzim; one little goat, one little goat.
Along came a cat and ate the goat my father bought
for two zuzim; one little goat, one little goat.

Then came a dog and bit the cat who ate the goat my
father bought for two zuzim; one little goat, one little
goat.

Then came a stick and hit the dog who bit the cat
who ate the goat my father bought for two zuzim,;
one little goat, one little goat.

Then came a fire and burned the stick that hit the
dog who bit the cat who ate the goat my father
bought for two zuzim; one little goat, one little goat.
Then came water and put out the fire that burned the
stick that hit the dog who bit the cat who ate the goat
my father bought for two zuzim; one little goat, one
little goat.

Then came an ox and drank the water that put out
the fire that burned the stick that hit the dog who bit
the cat who ate the goat my father bought for two
zuzim; one little goat, one little goat.

Then came a slaughterer and slew the ox who drank
the water that put out the fire that burned the stick
that hit the dog who bit the cat who ate the goat my
father bought for two zuzim; one little goat, one little
goat.

Then came the angel of death and slew the
slaughterer who slew the ox who drank the water
that put out the fire that burned the stick that hit the
dog who bit the cat who ate the goat my father
bought for two zuzim; one little goat, one little goat.
Then came the Holy One and slew the angel of death,
who slew the slaughterer who slew the ox who drank
the water that put out the fire that burned the stick

that hit the dog who bit the cat who ate the goat my
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father bought for two zuzim; ONE LITTLE GOAT,
ONE LITTLE GOAT.

Pirkei Avot 2:6

(6) Moreover he saw a skull floating on the face of
the water. He said to it: because you drowned others,
they drowned you. And in the end, they that

drowned you will be drowned.

Bereshit Rabbah 38:13

He [Terah] took him and handed him over to
Nimrod. He [Nimrod] said to him [Abraham]: 'Let us
bow down to fire." Abraham said to him: 'Let us
better bow down to water, that extinguishes fire.'
Nimrod said to him: '[All right,] let us bow down to
water.' He said to him: 'If so, let us bow down to the

clouds, that bear the water.' He said to him: '[All

right,] let us bow down to the clouds.' He said to him:

'If so, let us bow down to the wind, that scatters the
clouds.' He said to him: '[All right,] let us bow down
to the wind."' He said to him: 'Better let us bow down
to a person, who can withstand the wind.' He said to
him: '"You are saying mere words. I bow down only to
fire. I will cast you into it, and let that God to whom

you bow down come and rescue you from it.'
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Bava Batra 10a:12

Rabbi Yehuda says: Great is charity in that it
advances the redemption, as it is stated: "So said the
Lord, uphold justice and do charity, for My
salvation is near to come, and My righteousness to
be revealed" (Isaiah 56:1). He would say: Ten strong
entities were created in the world, one stronger
than the other. A mountain is strong, but iron,
which is stronger, cleaves it. Iron is strong, but fire
melts it. Fire is strong, but water extinguishes it.
Water is strong, but clouds bear it. Clouds are
strong, but wind disperses them. Wind is strong,
but the human body withstands it. The human body
is strong, but fear breaks it. Fear is strong, but wine
dispels it. Wine is strong, but sleep drives it off.
And death is stronger than them all, but charity
saves a person from death, as it is written: "And

charity delivers from death" (Proverbs 10:2, 11:4).

Hida — Responsa Hayyim Sha'al, Vol. I, §28
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