Simeon, Zealous for the Integrity of Israel

1. And she conceived again and bore a son,
and she said, 'Because the LORD has heard
that I am hated, He has given me this son
also'; and she called his name Simeon.
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2. And she conceived again and bore a son,
and said, 'Because the LORD has heard that
[ am hated, He gave me this one also." And
she called his name Simeon — this one is
destined to bring forth a hater. And who
will heal his wound? Also this one,
Phinehas, who is destined to arise from
Levi.
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3. And she conceived again and called his
name Simeon. What is 'Simeon'? [It is]
'bearer of iniquity,’ for she foresaw through
the Holy Spirit that Zimri would come from
him, who did that deed.
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4. And the sons of Jacob came from the field
when they heard, and the men were
grieved, and they were very angry, because
a disgrace had been done in Israel by lying
with Jacob’s daughter — and such should
not be done... On the third day, when they
were in pain, the two sons of Jacob, Simeon
and Levi, brothers of Dinah, each took his
sword and came upon the city
unsuspectingly and killed all the males...
And Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, 'You
have troubled me, making me odious
among the inhabitants of the land, among
the Canaanites and the Perizzites; [ am few
in number, and they will gather against me
and strike me, and I shall be destroyed, I
and my household.' And they said, 'Shall he
treat our sister like a harlot?'
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5. Rabbi Huna said: She said, 'And where
shall I carry my shame?' Until Simeon

9 NN N'WUXIL L5
TIN )'71N NIX X1 NNAN XN 20 NX
,N7011 KINY ,[IVAY N7 YyaWIY TV ?'N9N




swore to her that he would marry her, as it
is written (Genesis 46): 'And Shaul, the son
of the Canaanite woman' — the son of
Dinah, who had been violated by a
Canaanite.
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6. And they said one to another — who
were they? Simeon and Levi. 'Behold, this
dreamer is coming; now then, let us kill
him..." There was no water in the pit, but
there were snakes and scorpions. What did
Simeon do? When they cast [Joseph] into
the pit, Simeon commanded and they threw
great stones upon him to kill him, but when
he fell into Joseph’s hand, Joseph threw
delicacies at him.
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7. And Joseph said to them on the third day,
'Do this and live, for I fear God. If you are
honest men, let one of your brothers be
confined in your prison house, but you go
and carry grain for the famine of your
houses. And bring your youngest brother to
me; so your words will be verified, and you
shall not die." And they did so. And they
said one to another, 'Truly we are guilty
concerning our brother, in that we saw the
distress of his soul when he begged us, and
we would not hear; therefore this distress
has come upon us.' And Reuben answered
them, saying, 'Did I not speak to you,
saying, Do not sin against the boy? But you
would not listen; therefore, behold, his
blood is required.' And they did not know
that Joseph understood them, for there was
an interpreter between them. And he
turned away from them and wept; then
returned to them again, and spoke with
them, and took Simeon from them and
bound him before their eyes. And Joseph
gave a command to fill their sacks with
grain, and to restore every man's money
into his sack, and to give them provisions
for the journey. And they did so. And they
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loaded their donkeys with the grain and
departed from there.

8. He said to them: 'Bring your youngest
brother to me..." He took Simeon and
bound him before their eyes, because he
had pushed [Joseph] into the pit, and he
separated him from Levi so they would not
plot together.
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9. Simeon and Levi are brothers —
instruments of violence are their weapons.
Let my soul not enter their counsel; let not
my honor be united with their assembly,
for in their anger they killed a man, and in
their self-will they hamstrung an ox. Cursed
be their anger, for it was fierce; and their
wrath, for it was cruel. I will divide them in
Jacob and scatter them in Israel.
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10. Simeon and Levi are brothers —
brothers to Dinah, not to Joseph.
'Instruments of violence are their weapons'
— these weapons in your hands are stolen.
To whom do they rightly belong? To Esau,
who sold the birthright. 'Let my soul not
come into their counsel' — at the time they
take counsel in Shittim. 'Let not my honor
be united with their assembly' — when
they gather against Moses, in the assembly
of Korach. Yet, 'Let not my honor be
united,’ but in the Temple my name shall be
mentioned, when his sons stand on the
platform, as it is said (1 Chron. 6): 'And
these are those who stood... and their
sons... Heman..." 'For in their anger they
killed a man' — this refers to Hamor, the
father of Shechem. 'Hamstrung an ox' —
you uprooted the strength of the
proselytes. 'l will divide them in Jacob' —
this refers to the tribe of Levi (Numbers
18): 'l am your portion and your
inheritance.' 'And scatter them in Israel' —
this refers to the tribe of Simeon, indicating
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that most of the poor came from the tribe
of Simeon.

11. And in their self-will they hamstrung an
ox — they sought to uproot Joseph, who is
called an ox, as it says (Deut. 33:17) 'His
firstborn bull has majesty.' They hamstrung
— 'Ishiruter’ in the language of cutting
sinews, as in (Joshua 11:9) 'He hamstrung
their horses.'
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12. And Israel dwelled in Shittim; and the
people began to commit harlotry with the
daughters of Moab. And they invited the
people to the sacrifices of their gods; and
the people ate and bowed down to their
gods. And Israel joined himself to Baal
Peor; and the anger of the LORD was
kindled against Israel. And the LORD said
to Moses, 'Take all the heads of the people
and hang them before the LORD against the
sun, so that the fierce anger of the LORD
may turn away from Israel." And Moses said
to the judges of Israel, 'Each of you kill
those of his men who have joined to Baal
Peor.' And behold, a man of the children of
Israel came and brought a Midianite
woman to his brethren, before the eyes of
Moses and all the congregation of Israel,
while they were weeping at the entrance of
the Tent of Meeting. And Phinehas son of
Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, saw it, and
he arose from among the congregation, and
took a spear in his hand. And he went after
the man of Israel into the chamber, and
pierced them both — the man of Israel and
the woman through her belly. Then the
plague was stayed from the children of
[srael. And those that died in the plague
were twenty-four thousand.
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13. The tribe of Simeon went to Zimri son
of Salu and said, 'They are judging capital
cases and you are silent?!" What did he do?
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He gathered 24,000 from Israel and went
to Cozbi. He said to her, 'Be with me.' She
said, 'l am a king's daughter, and my father
told me not to be with anyone but the
greatest.' He said to her, 'l too am a prince,
and not only that — [ am greater! [ am
second to the womb and he is third!" He
seized her by the hair and brought her
before Moses. He said, 'Son of Amram, is
this one forbidden or permitted? And if you
say forbidden — who permitted you to
marry Jethro's daughter?' Moses was
silenced. All began to cry, as it is written
(Num. 25:6): 'And they were weeping at the
entrance of the Tent of Meeting...'
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14. [ENGLISH TRANSLATION]
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15. And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
'Phinehas son of Eleazar son of Aaron the
priest has turned back My wrath from the
children of Israel by being zealous for My
sake among them, so that I did not
consume the children of Israel in My zeal.
Therefore say: Behold, I give him My
covenant of peace.'
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16. Who will give you to be like a brother to
me, who nursed at my mother’s breasts? |
would find you outside, I would kiss you,
and none would despise me.
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17.'l would find you outside and kiss you'
— in what 'outside'? In the wilderness, the
place where brothers kissed one another
— Moses and Aaron.
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18. Moses said: All these years my brother
Aaron has prophesied, and now I enter his
domain — will he be distressed? Therefore,
he did not want to go. The Holy One said to
him: Aaron is not distressed, but rather
happy. As it says, 'He comes to meet you
and sees you and rejoices in his heart.' [t
does not say 'with his mouth' or simply
'rejoices,’ but 'in his heart." Rabbi Shimon
bar Yochai said: The heart that rejoiced in
his brother’s greatness — let it come and
wear the Urim and Thummim, as it is said:
'And you shall place in the breastplate the
Urim and the Thummim, and they shall be
upon Aaron’s heart.’
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19. Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce;
and their wrath, for it was cruel. I will
divide them in Jacob and scatter them in
Israel.

un N'wx1 'wn .19

17 XN X7W DTA DT DTAOX - APy DP'7NKR
['N :ONX 72T .0'R17N 0N NNELD'0AYN "IN
,Iynun X7x Nipin "mni 09101 0y 7
7V TN IXWY 17 7Y 102W1,0'¥19] I T
TNT INXISN 17 [N ,NNYYNY?1I NinNNY Ninan
i ()




20. The Holy One said: Even Levi will be
scattered. What did the Holy One do? He
gave him his sustenance in dignity, and
Jacob’s decree was fulfilled. God exalted
him and gave him one-tenth, and he goes
around saying, 'Give me my portion' —
thus it says, 'l will divide them in Jacob.'
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21. At that time — in the first year of your
exodus from Egypt — when you erred with
the Golden Calf and the Levites did not err,
God separated them from you.
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22. And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
'Phinehas son of Eleazar son of Aaron the
priest has turned back My wrath from the
children of Israel by being zealous for My
sake among them, so that I did not
consume the children of Israel in My zeal.
Therefore say: Behold, I give him My
covenant of peace.'
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23. Who will give you to be like a brother to
me, who nursed at my mother’s breasts? |
would find you outside, I would kiss you,
and none would despise me.
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24.'T would find you outside and kiss you'
— in what 'outside'? In the wilderness, the
place where brothers kissed one another
— Moses and Aaron.
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25. Moses said: All these years my brother
Aaron has prophesied, and now I enter his
domain — will he be distressed? Therefore,
he did not want to go. The Holy One said to
him: Aaron is not distressed, but rather
happy. As it says, 'He comes to meet you
and sees you and rejoices in his heart.' [t
does not say 'with his mouth' or simply
'rejoices,’ but 'in his heart." Rabbi Shimon
bar Yochai said: The heart that rejoiced in
his brother’s greatness — let it come and
wear the Urim and Thummim, as it is said:
'And you shall place in the breastplate the
Urim and the Thummim, and they shall be
upon Aaron’s heart.’
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26. Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce;
and their wrath, for it was cruel. I will
divide them in Jacob and scatter them in
Israel.
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27.The Holy One said: Even Levi will be
scattered. What did the Holy One do? He
gave him his sustenance in dignity, and
Jacob’s decree was fulfilled. God exalted
him and gave him one-tenth, and he goes
around saying, 'Give me my portion' —
thus it says, 'l will divide them in Jacob.'
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28. Moses blessed the tribe of Simeon,
saying: Master of the Universe, whenever
Simeon is in trouble, You will lift him from
it. '"And bring him with his people' — Judah
brought Simeon close in blessing, as it says,
'Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come
with me into my lot.'
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29. And to Levi he said — why? Because
Simeon and Levi drank from the same cup,
as it says, 'Cursed be their anger.' A
parable: Two borrowed from the king —
one repaid and borrowed again, the other
neither repaid nor ceased borrowing. So
did Simeon and Levi: both borrowed at
Shechem... Levi repaid in the desert... and
again at Shittim... Simeon neither repaid
nor stopped borrowing — hence, 'Zimri
son of Salu, prince of the house of Simeon.'
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30. From all the tribes came judges and
kings, but not from Simeon, because of the
sin that Zimri committed. To teach how
grave sexual immorality is.
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31.'I will divide them in Jacob' — [ will
separate them so that Levi is not counted
among the tribes, and thus they are
divided. Another explanation: You find only
poor people, scribes, and children’s
teachers come from Simeon, so they would
be scattered; and the tribe of Levi was
made to go around the threshing floors for
tithes and offerings — thus his scattering
was with honor.
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32. Any fast that does not include sinners of
Israel is not a true fast — for the

'galbanum’ has a foul smell, and yet it is
counted among the spices of the incense. As
Abaye said: 'And His bundle upon the earth
He founded.'
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