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5.3 — ‘Draft Dodgers’ in the Tanach!
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“From Ephraim, those whose root is in Amalek” — ...Ephraim
and Benjamin, who went down with him, [Deborah] began to
recount their praises. From Ephraim came the root of Joshua
son of Nun, who would wage war against Amalek... She saw
through divine inspiration that Saul would eventually unite the
kingdom of Israel and wage war on all his enemies surrounding
him. She prophesied about him and said: “After you, Joshua,
Saul son of Kish from the tribe of Benjamin will arise, who will
eventually uproot your enemies from among your people.”
“From Machir came down the leaders” — ...“And from
Zebulun, those who wield the staff of the scribe” — These
scribes are Torah scholars.

“In the days of Shamgar son of Anat, in the days of Yael” —
This teaches that Yael also judged Israel during her lifetime.
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“In the days of Shamgar son of Anat” — He was one of the
judges of Israel, as was mentioned above. And although he
delivered Israel, it was not a deliverance as great as this one,
because “in his days the highways ceased”— people stopped
traveling on the roads because of the oppression.
The reason for mentioning Yael is to say that although some part
of this deliverance came about through her, and it appears that
she was an important woman who loved God, and that God
brought about this deliverance through her, nevertheless, she
was not the beginning of the deliverance. The deliverance did

not truly begin until I, Deborah, arose, and I arose and became
like a mother to Israel.
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(14) Yissachar is a strong-boned donkey, lying between the
borders. (15) He saw the portion, that it was good, and the land,
that it was pleasant; he bent his shoulders to bear and became a
toiling serf.
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“Issachar is a strong-boned donkey” — This refers to the nature
of his land. Just as a donkey is low on both sides and high in the
middle, so too, there is a valley on either side, with a mountain
in the middle. “He lies down between the saddlebags” — These
are the two valleys: the Valley of Akhslan and the Jezreel
Valley.
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(17) The fourth lot came out for Issachar, for the children of

Issachar according to their families. (18) And their border was
Jezreel, and Chesulloth, and Shunem...
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In the description of the territory of Issachar, it says: “And their
boundary was Jezreel... and Chesulloth... and the boundary
reached Tabor” (Joshua 19:18-22). Since Chesulloth-Tabor was
located on the border of Zebulun, while Aznot-Tabor (Joshua
19:34) was on the border of Naphtali, it follows that the
inheritance of Issachar lay between the territories of his brothers.
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