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5.2 The Lasting Legacy of Sinai in Tanach
(It may not be what you think!)
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DN D8N YINT, seeing that this is a paragraph containing a great
deal of legislation, it was important to state that this legislation was
legislated when the Israelites were still in Egypt. The other
commandments of the Torah were communicated to Moses/people
either at Mount Sinai, the Tabernacle, or in the wilderness of Moav,
shortly before Moses’ death.
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... And by what did they believe in him? At the standing at Mount
Sinai, when our eyes saw and not a stranger, and our ears heard and
not another: the fire, the sounds, and the flames; and he approached
the thick cloud, and the voice spoke to him, and we heard: “Moses,
Moses, go say to them such-and-such.”... And from where do we
know that the standing at Mount Sinai alone is the proof of his
prophecy, that it is true and without blemish? As it is said, “Behold,
I am coming to you in the thickness of the cloud, so that the people
will hear when I speak with you, and also in you they will believe
forever” (Exodus 19:9).
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Rabbi Elazar HaModa'i says: A scroll and a sword descended
intertwined from heaven. He said to them: If you fulfill the Torah
written in this, then you are saved from this; but if not, then you are
struck by it. Where is the explanation of the matter? “And He drove
out the man, and He stationed east of the Garden of Eden the
cherubim and the flaming blade of the turning sword, to guard the
way to the tree of life” (Genesis 3:24).
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(Numb. 1:1) “Then the Lord spoke unto Moses in the Sinai desert.”
[Sinai] was called by six names: Mountain of God (as in Ps. 68:16),
Mount Bashan (ibid.), Mountain of Peaks (ibid.), Mountain of Desire
(hmd), Mount Horeb (Exod. 3:1; 33:6; etc.), and Mount Sinai. The
Mountain of God is [so called] because on it God sat in judgment, as
stated (in Exod. 21:1), “Now these are the judgments which you shall
set before them.” Mount Bashan is the mountain where (sham) Holy
One, blessed be He, came (ba"). The Mountain of Peaks (gavenunnim,
rt.. gbn) is the mountain where He disqualified all the [other]
mountains, just as you say (in Lev. 21:20), “or a hunchback (gbn) or
a dwarf.” Mountain of Desire (rt.: hmd) is [so called], because on it
the Holy One, blessed be He, desired (hmd) to dwell, as stated (in Ps.
68:17), “the mountain God desired for His dwelling.” Mount Horeb
(rt.: hrb) is [so called], because upon it the sword (rt.: Arb) [of
judgment] was unsheathed, as stated (in Lev. 20:10), “the adulterer
and the adulteress shall surely be put to death,” [and] (in Numb.
35:16), “the murderer shall surely be put to death.” Mount Sinai is [so
called], because on it the peoples of the world became hateful (rt.: sn')
to the Holy One, blessed be He; and He rendered a verdict against
them, as stated (in is. 60:12), “and the gentiles shall be utterly (4rb)
destroyed (rt.: Arb).” R. Abba bar Kahana said in the name of R.
Johanan, “’And the gentiles shall be utterly destroyed’ — it was where
they received a verdict.”
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“Why are you agitated [teratzedum], ridged [gavnunim] mountains?”
(Psalms 68:17) — Rabbi Yosei HaGelili and Rabbi Akiva: Rabbi
Yosei HaGelili interpreted the verse regarding mountains. When the
Holy One blessed be He came to give the Torah at Sinai, the
mountains were running and contending with one another. This one
was saying: ‘The Torah will be given upon me,” and that one was
saying: ‘The Torah will be given upon me.” Tavor came from Beit
Elim, Carmel from Aspamya. That is what is written: “As I live, the
utterance of [the King,] the Lord...for it is like Tavor among the
mountains, [and like Carmel that reaches the sea]” (Jeremiah 46:18).
This one says: ‘I was summoned,” and that one says: ‘I was
summoned.” The Holy One blessed be He said: ‘Why are you
agitated...mountains...”? All of you are mountains, but all of you are
gavnunim, just as it says: “Or a hunchback [giben] or a dwarf”’
(Leviticus 21:20). Idol worship has been performed on all of your
peaks.” But Sinai, upon which no idol worship was performed, was
“the mountain that God desired for His abode” (Psalms 68:17).
[Consequently,] “the Lord descended upon Mount Sinai” (Exodus
19:20). Nevertheless, “the Lord will surely dwell forever” (Psalms
68:17) in the eternal Temple.
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Rabbi Yohanan said: Wherever you find reference to the might of the
Holy One, Blessed be He, you find His humility. This is written in
the Torah, repeated in the Prophets, and stated a third time in the
Writings. It is written in the Torah: “For the Lord your God is the
God of gods and the Lord of lords” (Deuteronomy 10:17), and it is
written afterward: “He executes the judgment of the fatherless and
widow” (ibid 18), It is repeated in the Prophets: “For thus says the
High and Lofty One that inhabits eternity, Whose name is sacred”
(Isaiah 57:15), and it is written afterward: “In the high and holy place
I dwell with him that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the
spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones”
(Isaiah 57:15). It is stated a third time in the Writings, as it is written:
“Extol Him Who rides upon the clouds, Whose name is the Lord”
(Psalms 68:5), and it is written afterward: “A father of the fatherless,
and a judge of widows” (ibid 6).
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