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5.1 — Devorah’s Song: For Better or For Worse?
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have offered it up as a burnt offering? And the Holy One blessed
be He made an inappropriate arrangement for him. That is what
is written: “Yiftah came...and behold, his daughter came out to
greet him” (Judges 11:34).
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Rab Judah said in Rab's name: Whoever is boastful, if he is a
Sage. his wisdom departs from him; if he is a prophet, his
prophecy departs from him. If he is a Sage, his wisdom departs
from him: [we learn this] from Hillel. For the Master said, ‘He
began rebuking them with words,” and [then] he said to them, ‘I
have heard this halachah, but have forgotten it’. If he is a
prophet, his prophecy departs from him: [we learn this] from
Deborah. For it is written, The rulers ceased in Israel, they
ceased, until that I arose, Deborah, I arose a mother in Israel,
and it is written, Awake, awake, Deborah, awake, awake, utter
a song.
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Rabbi Hanina bar Pappa said that Rabbi Sheila, a man of the
village of Timarta, expounded: All songs are written a half brick
upon a whole brick and whole brick upon a half brick except for
this song [10 sons of Haman] and the list of Kings of Canaan
(Joshua 12), which are written a half brick upon a half brick and
a whole brick upon a whole brick. Why? So that they should
never rise from their downfall.
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Four made inappropriate demands ... Yiftah [said:] “It shall be
that whatever emerges...I will offer it up as a burnt offering”
(Judges 11:31). What if some dog or cat had emerged, would he
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