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4.6 Ya’el & Sisra: What Really Happened in That Tent?

7And the descendants of the Kenite" were tent-dwellers, traveling
from place to place. They were at peace with Israel. Therefore, when
Judah went to war against the Canaanites, they left the City of Palms,
which was located in the area of the fighting, and settled in the
Wilderness of Judah. There they dwelt among the people under a
covenant of peace and in tranquility. This was similar to what Saul
later did when he went to war against Amalek. He said to the Kenites,
"Go, depart, withdraw from among the Amalekites..." (I Samuel
15:6), and so it was in the present case as well.

oy

$:7 0009Y 0939 .9

119 ONY (ONI2VIAN PN M) NN N - NIDID) (3)

NN, NIDD NN D2 D Y10 127D D NNYY PN

PN TR NN 1AAY KD, AYYE 1B PN IR 0HYY

my»mn

Abarbanel questions how Jael could have performed such a deed —

killing Sisera after there was peace between him and her husband’s

household, and after he had entered her tent — seemingly in violation
of accepted norms.
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I respond, following his reasoning: the peace between Jabin and the
house of Heber was part of a broader covenant with the Kenites who
dwelled in the wilderness of Judah, as the verse states. But once
Heber separated from his kinsmen and settled among Israel, the
covenant of the Kenites no longer bound him, since he had withdrawn
from that collective.
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And Sisera had fled: ... So he fled to a different place close to the
war's location, to escape to Yael's tent. For there was peace between
them, so he thought that he could escape there and she would hide
him until the war had passed.
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There were three who fled from transgression and the Holy One
blessed be He associated His name with them, and they are: Joseph,
Yael, and Palti... Yael, from where is it derived? “Yael emerged to
meet Sisera...and she covered him with the semikha” (Judges 4:18).
What is “with the semikha™? ... Reish Lakish said: We reviewed the
entire Bible and did not encounter a utensil whose name is semikha.
What is semikha? It is: My name [shemi] is here [ko]; My name attests
in her regard that that wicked one did not touch her.
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Rabbi Yohanan said: That wicked one, Sisera, engaged in seven acts

of sexual intercourse with Yael at that time, as it is stated: “Between
her feet he sunk, he fell, he lay...
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“Nifrad” — with a kamatz. This means that he separated from the

wilderness of Judah, where the descendants of the Kenite had settled
when they came up from the City of Palms.
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Another matter, “Yitro. . heard that is what is written: “Strike the
cynic, and the naif will become clever” (Proverbs 19:25)... Amalek
and Yitro were consulted by Pharaoh. When Yitro saw that the Holy
One blessed be He eliminated Amalek from this world and from the
World to Come, he reconsidered and repented, as it is written above:
“For I will expunge the memory of Amalek” (Exodus 17:14) and
afterward: “Yitro heard.” He said: ‘I must go only to the God of
Israel.’
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Another interpretation: “Strike the scoffer” — this refers to Amalek;
“and the simple one will become cunning” — this refers to Yitro.
Rabbi Yehudah bar Simon said: Yitro had been registered among the
army of Amalek, but once Amalek fell, he came and converted. This

is what is written: “And Yitro, priest of Midian, heard...” (Exodus
18:1).
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