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4.3 Should Wars Be Fought by Warriors or Prophets? Pt 1

Midrash Rabbah - Lamentations Prologue XXX

Zavdi ben Levi began: “The kings of the earth did not believe...”
(Eichah 4:12). There were four kings; what this one demanded
that one did not demand, and they are: David, Asa, Yehoshafat,
and Chizkiyahu.

David said: “I will pursue my enemies and overtake them...”
(Tehillim 18:38). The Holy One blessed be He said to him: ‘I
will do so.” That is what is written: “David smote them from
twilight until the evening of the next day” (Shmuel 130:17)...

Asa arose and said: ‘I have not the strength to kill them, but I will
pursue them and You do [the killing].” He said to him: ‘I will do
s0,” as it is stated: “Asa pursued them (Divrei Hayamim II 14:12);
it is not written here, “before Asa,” but rather, “before the Lord
and before His camp.”

Yehoshafat arose and said: ‘I have not the strength to kill nor to
pursue; rather, I will recite song, and You do so.” The Holy One
blessed be He said to him: ‘I will do so,’ as it is stated: “At the
time that they began with song and praise” etc. (Divrei Hayamim
11 20:22).

Chizkiyahu arose and said: ‘I have not the strength to kill, nor to
pursue, nor to recite song; rather I will sleep in my bed and You
do so0.” The Holy One blessed be He said to him: ‘I will do so,” as
it is stated: “It was on that night that an angel of the Lord went
out and smote in the camp of the Assyrians” (Melachim II 19:35).
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16) And when he had brought him down, behold, they were
spread out over all the ground, eating and drinking and
feasting, because of all the great spoil that they had taken out
of the land of the Philistines and out of the land of Judah. (17)
And David smote them from twilight until the evening of the
next day; and not a man of them escaped, except four hundred
young men, who rode upon camels and fled. (18) And David
recovered all that the Amalekites had taken; and David rescued
his two wives. (19) And nothing was lacking to them, neither
small nor great, neither sons nor daughters, neither spoil, nor
any thing that they had taken to them; David brought back all.
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(38) I have pursued my enemies and overtaken them; I dld not

turn back until they were consumed. (39) I have smitten them

through so that they are not able to rise. They have fallen under

my feet. (40) For You have girded me with strength to the

battle. You have subdued under me those that rose up against
me.
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II Chronicles 14

(1) And Asa did that which was good and right in the eyes of
Hashem his God; (2) for he took away the strange altars, and the
high places, and broke down the pillars, and hewed down the
Asherim; (3) and commanded Judah to seek Hashem, the God of
their fathers, and to do the law and the commandment. (4) Also
he took away out of all the cities of Judah the high places and the
sun-images; and the kingdom was quiet before him. (5) And he
built fortified cities in Judah; for the land was quiet and he had no
war in those years because Hashem had given him rest. (6) For he
said to Judah, "Let us build these cities, and make about them
walls, and towers, gates, and bars. The land is yet before us,
because we have sought Hashem our God; we have sought Him,
and He has given us rest on every side." So they built and
prospered.

(7) And Asa had an army that bore bucklers and spears, out of
Judah three hundred thousand; and out of Benjamin, that bore
shields and drew bows, two hundred and eighty thousand; all
these were mighty men of valor. (8) And there came out against
them Zerah the Ethiopian with an army of one thousand thousand,
and three hundred chariots; and he came to Mareshah. (9) Then
Asa went out to meet him, and they set up battle in the valley of
Zephath at Mareshah. (10) And Asa cried to Hashem his God,
and said, "Hashem, there is none beside You to help, between the
mighty and those that have no strength; help us, Hashem our
God; for we rely on You, and in Your name have we come
against this multitude. You are Hashem our God; let not man
prevail against You.'

(11) So Hashem smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and before
Judah; and the Ethiopians fled. (12) And Asa and the people that
were with him pursued them to Gerar; and there fell of the
Ethiopians so that none remained alive; for they were shattered
before Hashem and before His host; and they carried away very
much booty. (13) And they smote all the cities round about Gerar;
for a terror from Hashem came upon them; and they spoiled all
the cities; for there was much spoil in them. (14) They smote also
the tents of cattle, and carried away sheep in abundance and
camels, and returned to Jerusalem.
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II Chronicles 20

(1) And it came to pass after this, that the children of Moab, and the
children of Ammon, and with them some of the Ammonites, came
against Jehoshaphat to battle. (2) Then they came and told Jehoshaphat,
saying, "A great multitude comes against you from beyond the sea from
Aram; and, behold, they are in Hazazon-tamar", which is En-gedi. (3)
And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek Hashem; and he
proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. (4) And Judah gathered
themselves together, to seek Hashem; even out of all the cities of Judah
they came to seek Hashem.

(5) And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem,
in the house of Hashem, before the new court, (6) and he said, "O
Hashem, the God of our fathers, are You not alone God in heaven? And
are You not ruler over all the kingdoms of the nations? And in Your
hand is power and might, so that none is able to withstand You. (7) Did
not You, O our God, drive out the inhabitants of this land before Your
people Israel, and give it to the seed of Abraham Your friend forever?
(8) And they dwelled there, and have built You a sanctuary there for
Your name, saying, (9) "If evil come upon us, the sword, judgment, or
pestilence, or famine, we will stand before this house, and before You,
for Your name is in this house, and cry to You in our affliction, and You
will hear and save. (10) And now, behold, the children of Ammon and
Moab and Mount Seir, whom You would not let Israel invade when they
came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned aside from them, and did
not destroy them; (11) behold, they repay us by coming to cast us out of
Your possession which You have given us to inherit. (12) O our God,
will You not execute judgment on them? For we have no might against
this great multitude that comes against us; We do not know what to do,
but our eyes are upon You." (13) And all Judah stood before Hashem,
with their little ones, their wives, and their children.

(14) Then the spirit of Hashem came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah,
the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, the Levite, of
the sons of Asaph, in the midst of the congregation; (15) and he said,
"Listen, all Judah, and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you king
Jehoshaphat. Thus says Hashem to you, 'Do not fear and do not be
dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours,
but God's. (16) Tomorrow go down against them; behold, they come up
by the ascent of Ziz; and you shall find them at the end of the valley,
before the wilderness of Jeruel. (17) You shall not need to fight in this
battle; set yourselves, stand still, and see the salvation of Hashem with
you, O Judah and Jerusalem. Do not fear; do not be dismayed.
Tomorrow go out against them; for Hashem is with you."

(18) And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground; and
all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before Hashem,
worshipping Hashem. (19) And the Levites, of the children of the
Kohathites and of the children of the Korahites, stood up to praise
Hashem, the God of Israel, with an exceeding loud voice. (20) And they
rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa;
and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Hear me, O Judah,
and you inhabitants of Jerusalem. Believe in Hashem your God, so shall
you be established; believe His prophets, so shall you prosper."

(21) And when he had taken counsel with the people, he appointed those
that should sing to Hashem and praise in the beauty of holiness, as they
went out before the army, and say, "Give thanks to Hashem, for His
mercy endures forever." (22) And when they began to sing and to praise,
Hashem set ambushes against the children of Ammon, Moab, and Mount
Seir, that had come against Judah; and they were smitten.

(27) Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and
Jehoshaphat at their front, to go back to Jerusalem with joy; for Hashem
had made them rejoice over their enemies. (28) And they came to
Jerusalem with psalteries and harps and trumpets to the house of
Hashem.
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II Kings 18
(28) Then Rab-shakeh stood, and cried with a loud voice in the Jews'

language, and spoke, saying, "Hear the word of the great king, the king
of Assyria. (29) Thus says the king, 'Do not let Hezekiah deceive you;
for he will not be able to deliver you out of his hand. (30) Do not let
Hezekiah make you trust in Hashem, saying, 'Hashem will surely
deliver us, and this city shall not be given into the hand of the king of
Assyria.' (31) Do not listen to Hezekiah; for thus says the king of
Assyria, 'Make peace with me, and come out to me; and every one of
you shall eat of his vine, and every one of his fig-tree, and everyone
shall drink the waters of his own cistern; (32) until I come and take you
away to a land like your own land, a land of grain and wine, a land of
bread and vineyards, a land of olive-trees and of honey, that you may
live, and not die.' Do not listen to Hezekiah when he persuades you,
saying, 'Hashem will deliver us.' (33) Has any of the gods of the nations
ever delivered his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? (34)
Where are the gods of Hamath and of Arpad? Where are the gods of
Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivvah? Have they delivered Samaria out of
my hand? (35) Who from among all the gods of the countries has
delivered their country out of my hand, that Hashem should deliver
Jerusalem out of my hand?" (36) But the people held their peace, and
did not answer him a word; for it was the king's commandment, saying,
"Do not answer him." (37) Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was
over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph
the recorder, came to Hezekiah with their clothes torn, and they told
him the words of Rab-shakeh.

II Kings 19

(1) And it came to pass, when King Hezekiah heard it, that he tore his
clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of
Hashem. (2) And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and
Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth,
to Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. (3) And they said to him, "Thus
says Hezekiah, 'This day is a day of trouble, of rebuke, and of rejection;
for the children have come to birth, and there is no strength to deliver.
(4) Perhaps Hashem your God will hear all the words of Rab-shakeh,
whom the king of Assyria his master has sent to taunt the living God,
and will rebuke the words which Hashem your God has heard; therefore
offer prayer for the remnant that is left." (5) So the servants of King
Hezekiah came to Isaiah. (6) And Isaiah said to them, "Thus shall you
say to your master, 'Thus says Hashem, 'Do not be afraid of the words
that you have heard, through which the servants of the king of Assyria
have blasphemed Me. (7) Behold, I will put a spirit in him, and he shall
hear a rumor, and he shall return to his own land; and I will cause him
to fall by the sword in his own land."

.. (20) Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, "Thus
says Hashem, the God of Israel, "What you have prayed to Me against
Sennacherib king of Assyria, I have heard you.' (21) This is the word
that Hashem has spoken concerning him, "The virgin daughter of Zion
has despised you and scormed you; the daughter of Jerusalem has
shaken her head at you. (22) Whom have you taunted and blasphemed?
And against whom have you raised your voice and lifted up your eyes
on high? Against the Holy One of Israel!

.. (32) Therefore, thus says Hashem concerning the king of Assyria,
'He shall not come to this city or shoot an arrow there; he shall not
come before it with shield, or cast a mound against it. (33) By the way
that he came, so he shall return, and he shall not come to this city, says
Hashem. (34) For I will defend this city to save it, for My own sake,
and for My servant David's sake." (35) And it came to pass that night,
that the angel of Hashem went forth and smote in the camp of the
Assyrians one hundred eighty-five thousand; and when they arose early
in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.

Isaiah 26:20

(20) Come, my people, enter into your chambers and shut your doors
behind you. Hide yourself for a little moment, until the indignation is
past.
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before You — will You make him the Messiah? Therefore, it
was closed.
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The Lord saved Chizkiyahu and the inhabitants of Jerusalem
from the hand of Sancheriv king of Assyria and from the hand
of all others, and He guided them on every side. Many brought
offerings to the Lord in Jerusalem and precious gifts to
Chizkiyahu king of Judah, and he was exalted in the eyes of all
the nations thereafter.
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Why is every letter mem that appears in the middle of a word
open, while this one is closed? The Holy One, blessed be He,
sought to make Chizkiyahu the Messiah and Sancheriv into
Gog and Magog. The Attribute of Justice said before the Holy
One, blessed be He: Master of the Universe, David king of
Israel recited many songs and praises before You, yet You did
not make him the Messiah. Chizkiyahu, for whom You
performed all these miracles, but who did not recite song
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And he answered him: “Would you strike those whom you

captured with your sword and with your bow?” But these,

whom I captured through the power of God, it is not fitting to

strike them; rather, place food before them and send them
away.
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