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4.2 Meet Devorah & Barak: Prophet & Judge
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Mishnah: The oath of testimony applies to men and not to women,
to unrelated witnesses and not relatives, to valid witnesses and not
invalid ones, and only to those fit to testify. Gemara: From where
are these matters derived? The Rabbis taught: “And the two men
shall stand” — Scripture is speaking about witnesses.
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The oath of testimony applies to men but not women — this is
derived from “and the two men shall stand.” If so, a woman is
disqualified from judging, since we learned that anyone fit to judge
is fit to testify. As for the verse, “and she judged Israel,” one may
answer either that she taught them the laws, or that because she
was a prophetess, they accepted her upon themselves.
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From the verse “and she judged Israel” regarding Deborah, one
cannot prove that a woman is fit to judge, for perhaps they
accepted her authority upon themselves because of the Divine
Presence.
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What Scripture says about Deborah, “and she judged Israel,” and
also “the children of Israel came up to her for judgment,” means

that they conducted themselves according to her guidance, not
through a formal appointment; they followed her counsel.

NN 0999 /9N t7a19 (11

NNATY >N NN MXP ONX) ... YN PTNRYD PR
AMNY VP N7 VINIYY TIX NPIY N TR0 MY
L7 MITN 9 YY) N ,DIVIYNN DY NTRN

“A woman is not appointed,” etc. If you ask: but it is written,

“Deborah, a prophetess, judged Israel”? This is not difficult: she
taught them the laws, or alternatively, it was by Divine command.
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“Into the hand of a woman the Lord will sell Sisera” — this refers
to Yael, about whom I prophesied.
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Lapidot — They said that this refers to Barak son of Avinoam;
Barak and Lapidot are close in meaning.
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“Woman of Lapidot” means a woman of valor, energetic in her
deeds like a fiery torch. This is a figurative expression, as people
commonly say.
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“Woman of Lapidot” — she would make wicks for the Sanctuary.
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Alternatively, “woman of Lapidot” may be understood like
“woman of valor” or “woman of strife,” with lapidim and lapidot
meaning the same thing. It means that she reached such a powerful
level of prophecy that fiery torches appeared in the place where

prophecy came to her, as the Torah describes regarding Moshe
Rabbeinu ob”m.
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“You shall surely appoint” teaches that if the king dies, another is
appointed in his place. “A king” — but not a queen. “Whom the

Lord your God chooses” — through a prophet. “From among” —
not from outside the Land. “Your brothers” — not from others.
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A woman may not be appointed to kingship, as it says, “a king

over you” — a king and not a queen. Likewise, for all positions of
authority in Israel, only a man is appointed.
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“Into the hand of a woman” — some explain this as Yael, in whose
hand Sisera was delivered, and that Deborah said this
prophetically. But this does not fit the context of the verse, which
says, “nevertheless, your glory will not be.” Rather, the meaning is:
if I go with you, your glory will not be yours, because the salvation
will come through me, and people will say that through Deborah
the Lord sold Sisera; this victory will not be called by your name.
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“Into the hand of a woman the Lord will sell Sisera” means into the

hand of Deborah, for this miracle was attributed to her, as is
evident from the song mentioned afterward.
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“Nevertheless,” etc. — The honor given to the army commander
is... when he or one of his men overcomes and kills the chief
warrior of the enemy. Therefore she said that Sisera would be
killed by a woman, namely Yael wife of Heber the Kenite, as the
story later relates.
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Fig 3. The 12 Judges and Locations




