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Ch 3.3 - Shamgar ben Anath - “The Unexpected Star”
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“It was in the days when the judges judged [shefot hashofetim].” Woe
to the generation that judged their judges, and woe to the generation
whose judges require judgment, as it is stated: “They also did not heed
their judges” (Judges 2:17). Who were they [those judges]? Rav said:
They were Barak and Deborah. Rabbi Yehosha ben Levi said: They

were Shamgar and Ehud. Rav Huna said: They were Deborah, Barak,
and Yael. Shefot — one, shofetim — two, hashofetim — three.
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(4) because of the day that comes to destroy all the Philistines, to cut

off from Tyre and Sidon every helper who remains. For Hashem will
destroy the Philistines, the remnant of the isle of Caphtor.
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(7) Are you not like the children of the Ethiopians to Me, children of

Israel?" says Hashem. "Haven't I brought up Israel out of the land of
Egypt, and the Philistines from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?
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(23) And the Avvim, who lived in villages as far as Gaza, the

Caphtorim, who came forth out of Caphtor, destroyed them, and lived
in their place.
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(17) When Paroh sent out the people, God did not lead them by way
of the land of the Philistines, though it was close, for God said, "Lest
the people regret when they see war and return to Egypt.”
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(31) It further tells that that after Ehud Shamgar ben Anath also
delivered Israel. He struck down six hundred Philistines with an ox-
goad, but the text does not specify how many years Israel was saved
through him. It would appear that this deliverance was not complete,
for the verse states that the Children of Israel again continued to do
evil in the eyes of the Lord after Ehud died. Therefore, the days of
Shamgar were included within the twenty years during which Jabin
oppressed Israel harshly through Sisera, the commander of his army,
who possessed nine hundred iron chariots.
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(31) “And after him” — in the very year that Ehud died, Shamgar ben
Anath became judge, and he too died in that same year. “Also he” —

that is, his deliverance was not as great as that of Ehud; nevertheless,
he too accomplished some measure of salvation.
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Yet all of this was only a limited salvation, in a manner corresponding
to the first condition described in the introduction to the book (Judges
2:17): “But they did not heed even their judges.” Therefore, regarding

Shamgar, Scripture does not say, “and he judged Israel,” as was
explained above.

NP1y 4
NN DY D MWD IHAN DD 99T HNY - NN TINN)
WY NI MRY 02 0D IR NN IPINX MY Y
NDY YA YD MIVYIN DI8Y NDY,NNZY NYIVH DNIY?

DI PP : NZR IR NI 2D, IIN NoT) . IR D NOPY
,292 91953, 1Y 12 Y 1953 1 1IND NIN) ONIY NN NIN

2 NININ 37':[!')
“And Ehud died” — why does Scripture mention the death of Ehud?
It should have mentioned the death of Shamgar ben Anath, who came
after him. Rather, it appears that in the days of Shamgar, Israel did not
experience a complete deliverance. He did not restrain them from
continuing to do evil in the eyes of the Lord, and the land did not have
peace in his days. You can see this from the fact that Scripture states
only: “And he too saved Israel.” Furthermore, it is written: “In the days
of Shamgar son of Anath, in the days of Jael, the highways were
deserted...” (Judges 5:6).
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