Rabbi Moshe Shulman, Torah in Motion
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Ch 3.2 — Ehud and the ‘Locked Room Murder Mystery’ (3:12-30)

IRIND nnvn

\2la NONN

MY D)10Y Y OpYm

MV 80 : LPY/DVY

(120N n0aN) NOINNN e
MNIANN PINNIN @

"IN (Po0YY )y+) anm
AN TON N

D9ND VPPN YN

CAIRAI R AT

MY 18 : Mayv

PINY NXN NYRI DYND DIIND DINRRYM DIPMN
112980

10:) 79IV 1N BN .10
NPT T PN X2 PONIT VIV 12 XY 12 TN

nY /94 .11
PIN) 2N 13 0¥ NPT NN 02 MYD) NN Y (7))
PR3 o NP

N*:NY NIYNIA I”YY .12
Y3 INNRNI
NINY WD N IND T2 1727 NINY 29D DY NN PP
W2 XIND 2N MKMW 1,077 DIND NI OTRYI 102
(2 TPWNI2) N2ND YIDY) 7190, 1271n3)
D2NN) DPNII NN PN 19y 17 1Y 13 P
(N2 NI 72297 (079

"MK 12 means SON OF MY SORROW (Genesis Rabbah 82:9).

123 BENJAMIN — I am of opinion that he was so called because
he alone was born in the land of Canaan which is in the South (y1°)
as one comes from Aram-Naharaim, as it is said (Numbers 33:40) “in
the South, in the Land of Canaan”, and (12:9) “going on still towards
the South”. P2 therefore means 10> 32 where 1> has the same
meaning as in (Psalms 89:13) “The North and the South (y%°) Thou
hast created them”. For this reason the word is here written plene
(with a » after the n).
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The correct interpretation appears to me to be that his mother called
him ben oni, and she meant to say, “the son of my mourning,” similar
in expression to: bread of ‘onim’ (mourners); I have not eaten thereof
‘b’oni’ (in my mourning). And his father understood the word oni in
the sense of “my strength,” similar in expression to: the first-fruits of
‘oni’ (my strength); And to those who have no ‘onim’ (power). And
therefore he called him Binyamin, “the son of power” or “the son of
strength,” for in the right hand (yamin) there is strength and success,
just as it is written: 4 wise man’s understanding is at his right hand;
Thy right hand shall overtake all those that hate thee; The right hand
of the Eternal is exalted. Jacob wanted to call him by the name his
mother had called him, for all his children were called by the names
their mothers had called them, and he thus rendered it to good and to
strength
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vayyirshu means that when they captured it, they did not

merely plunder it and leave; rather, they took hold of it and
settled in it as though it were their inheritance.
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“Impaired in his right hand” — His right hand was closed up, so
that he did not have control over it, and he was left-handed. This is

from the expression: “and let not the well shut its mouth over me”
(Psalms 69:16).
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Rabbi Moshe Shulman, Torah in Motion

And with stratagems he waged war against him. This means that he
arranged for Israel to send a tribute to Eglon so that it would be easier
for him to come before him with confidence. And he was restricted
in his right hand, and this too was a reason why they would not notice
him taking the sword with his left hand.
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And Ehud contrived to be close to the king, so that the two of them
would be alone in the room when he caused the king to rise from the
throne. And because of the king’s sluggish movement due to his great
fatness, it was then easy for him to take the sword with his left hand
from beneath his garments and thrust it into his belly while he was

still occupied with getting up, such that he did not perceive what was
happening. For had he perceived it...
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(8) Hashem has sworn by His right hand and by the arm of His
strength, "Surely I will no longer give your corn to be food for your

enemies; and strangers shall not drink your wine for which you have
labored.
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