Rabbi Moshe Shulman, Torah in Motion Sefer Shoftim

Ch 2.3 — The Misunderstood Cycle of
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Rabbi Moshe Shulman, Torah in Motion
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Ch 2.3 — The Misunderstood Cycle of Sefer Shoftim

Devarim 26

(5) You shall answer and say before Hashem your God,

e "My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down into
Egypt, and lived there, few in number; and he became there a
nation, great, mighty, and populous.

e (6) The Egyptians dealt ill with us, and afflicted us, and laid on
us hard bondage.

e (7) And we cried to Hashem, the God of our fathers, and Hashem
heard our voice, and saw our affliction, and our toil, and our
oppression.

e (8) And Hashem brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty
hand, and with an outstretched arm, and with great terror, and
with signs, and with wonders.

(9) And He has brought us into this place, and has given us this land,

a land flowing with milk and honey.
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“And they cried out” — they cried out from the pain of heart over
their labor, like the expression: “Wail, O gate; cry out, O city” (Isaiah
14:31). “And their cry went up to God from the labor” — not because
of their repentance or their prayer, but rather because He was, as it
were, moved with zeal over the cruelty of the oppressors, as it says:
“And I have also seen the oppression.”
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“And their cry went up to God”—even though it arose from the labor
and was caused by it, for they had not yet returned in complete

repentance, nevertheless... “God heard their groaning...”
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“And they cried out”— likely, this was a cry of prayer directed to

Him, may He be exalted. It is as if they seized an opportune moment,

when that king died and there was some relief for them, so they
gathered then for prayer.
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“The king of Egypt died, and the children of Israel groaned...” — As
long as that king was alive, they had hope that when he died, their
decree would be annulled. But when they saw that he died and the
decree was not annulled, they realized that the matter had no end.
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! 3 990 = §1571 >0P 12 17N 1 — France, early 13" Century. Collection of chiddushim on Torah from scholars of his generation,
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