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Ch 2.2 — Crime & Punishment — Blurred Lines
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Shemot Rabbah 1

The Rabbis introduced [this matter] with this verse: “They have
betrayed the Lord, for they have begotten foreign children; now
a month will devour them with their portions” (Hosea 5:7),
teaching that when Joseph died, they abrogated the covenant of
circumcision. They said: ‘Let us be like the Egyptians... Once
they did this, the Holy One blessed be He transformed the love
that the Egyptians felt for them into hatred, as it is stated: “He
changed their hearts to hate His people, to harass His servants”
(Psalms 105:25). This is the meaning of what is written: “Now
a month [hodesh] will devour them with their portions” — the
new [hadash] king, who issued new decrees against them.
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Radak 3:2

This means: in order that they would know what war is like if
they do not keep the way of Hashem. They would therefore
need to learn the ways of warfare, for Hashem would no longer
fight on their behalf. However, the earlier generation did not
know the ways of warfare, because they did not need them—
since Hashem fought for them, and one man among them
would pursue a thousand.
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