Rabbi Moshe Shulman, Torah in Motion

Ch 2.1 — Shoftim & The
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“And the angel of the Lord went up” — Jonathan translated:

‘And a prophet went up... Our Rabbis of blessed memory
said that this prophet was Pinchas.
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Leadership of... Pinchas?!?
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And a prophet went up as a messenger from before the Lord,
from Gilgal to Bochim.

Vayikra Rabbah I
The prophets were called malakhim — that is what is

written: “He sent a malakh and took us out of Egypt...”
(Numbers 20:16). Was it an angel? Was it not Moses? Why
does it call him a malakh? 1t is because the prophets are
called malakhim.

Similarly, “The malakh of the Lord ascended from Gilgal
to Bokhim” (Judges 2:1) — was it an angel? Was it not
Pinhas? Why does it call him a malakh? Rather, Rabbi
Simon said: When the Divine Spirit would rest upon
Pinhas, his face would shine like a torch.

The Rabbis say: What was Manoah’s wife saying to him?
“a man of God came to me, and his appearance was like
the appearance of an angel of God” (Judges 13:6). She
thought that he was a prophet, but he was none other than
an angel.

Rabbi Yohanan said: The general principle is derived from:
“Haggai, the malakh of the Lord, on mission from the
Lord, said” (Haggai 1:13).
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and from that point onward he was the anointed priest for
war, since he led the army against Midian.
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“A covenant of everlasting priesthood” — all the High

Priests who served in the Temple, even at the beginning of
the Second Temple, were descended from Pinchas...

oY o Ny 4

IND INYANY PNRN MYITN YD SW ax P O

L. NOTN TR NIN DXININ DONON INIPIY

That is to say: the general principle (a binyan av)

underlying all these interpretations that were brought here—

where the prophets are called “angels”—is derived from the
verse that states...
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“And this ‘angel’ was a prophet — for it is not possible that
an angel of the Lord would speak to many people together in
this manner.”
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“And it shall be for him and for his descendants after him

a covenant” — meaning that he would henceforth be the
anointed one for war (mashuach milhamah). For the

beginning of his act of zealotry was for the sake of Heaven,
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