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Talmud Berachot 31a: Rav Hamnuna said: How many significant
halakhot can be derived from these verses of the prayer of Chana?
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Talmud Berachot 29a: On Rosh HaShana, Sarah, Rachel,
and Chana were remembered by God and they conceived.
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Megilla 14a: Who were the seven prophetesses? ...Chana...



Chana’s Prayer NlN N'7'on

* Analysis of Chana’s Prayer (Shmuel | 2, 1-10)
e Context with story of Chana & Shmuel
e Context within the Books of Shmuel (Shmuel Il 22)

e Intertextuality with Tehillim (and Chronicles)




ANXNI "N 779001
1 any BB 2% v

ANYIY MY D tix 9y 19 am
JIBEDE X 'K ARY2 'R D wiTy X

D2'91 PIY KY' NN NN NATN 2N X
iy 1pm () [it] B miv o

D NTX DY DA DMAA NYR
R L

779X D2 N2 DAY AT Y TY

Ly 7iNY TN n'nni n'nn
.0ninn qx 7'o9vin 'Yyni Unin p
[i'ax D! NOYXN 7T 9yn D'

07N} TiQ) XQJI  D'A'T) DY A'YinY

mnopwnen  ywepxn Bl o

T YN2 D'YY Ny IT'on "1

W'N 22 MDA N7 1D
DY) DAY 17y 120 RNt

YIX 'QOK [T
inwin 17 oY id'mY TV DY

1) And Hannah prayed and said:
"My heart rejoices in the Lord; my glory is exalted in the Lord.
My mouth is opened wide against my enemies, for I rejoice in Your salvation.
(2) There is none who is holy as the Lord, for there is none besides You; and there is no

rock like our God.

(3) Do not increasingly speak with extreme haughtiness; letting arrogance emerge from
your mouth, as the Lord is a God of knowledge, and only by Him are deeds assessed.

(4) The bows of the mighty are broken; and those who faltered, are girded with strength.

(5) Those who were sated hired themselves out for bread, but the hungry have ceased.

While the barren has borne seven, the one with many children, is miserable.

(6) The Lord puts to death and brings to life; He lowers to the netherworld and raises up.
(7) The Lord impoverishes and makes rich. He humbles; He also elevates.

(8) He raises the impoverished from the dust; elevates the indigent from the refuse
heaps, to seat them with princes, and He will bequeath them a throne of glory,
for the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s, and He established the world upon them.

(9) He protects the feet of His holy ones, and the wicked will be lost in darkness,
for not by strength does man prevail.
(10) The opponents of the Lord will be broken; He will thunder against him in the

heavens; the Lord will administer judgement to the ends of the earth.
And He will grant strength to His king and exalt the glory of His anointed.
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p Fokkelman JP Narrative Art and Poetry in the Books of Samuel. Studia Semitica Neerlandica. Vol 31. 1993,
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Vayikra Raba 16, 4 (~ Yerushalmi Chagiga 2)
Ben Azai would sit and expound and a fire would surround him. They asked him: Are you learning esoterics?
He answered: No, | am stringing together/connecting the words of the Torah with those of the Prophets and
their words with those of the Scriptures, and the words of the Torah are as happy as the day as when they

were given on Mount Sinai where they were primarily given in fire as it is written: “And the mountain burned
with fire” (Deuteronomy 4, 11)
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Song of Songs 1, 10: Your cheeks are comely with rows of braids, your neck with beads
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Biblical Critics
“Chana’s” prayer was added later.

Chana was a prophetess NIX'1) NN'N NlN
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Samuel 1, 1, 11: And she made this vow: “O LORD of Hosts, if You will look upon the suffering of Your maidservant
and will remember me and not forget Your maidservant, and if You will grant Your maidservant an offspring of men,
| will dedicate him to the LORD for all the days of his life; and no razor shall ever touch his head.”
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The Gemara asks: What is the meaning of “an offspring of men”? Rav said: Hannah prayed for a man among men,
a son who would be outstanding and exceptional. And Shmuel said: This expression means an offspring who will
anoint two men to royalty. And who were they? Saul and David. And Rabbi Yohanan said: Hannah prayed that
she would bear an offspring who would be the equivalent of two of the world’s greatest men. And who were
they? Moses and Aaron. As it is stated: “Moses and Aaron among His priests, and Samuel among those who call
His name” (Psalms 99:6). In this verse, Hannah’s son, Samuel, is equated to Moses and Aaron. And the Rabbis say:
“An offspring of men”: Hannah prayed for an offspring who would be inconspicuous among men, that he would
not stand out in any way. The Gemara relates: When Rav Dimi came from Eretz Yisrael to Babylonia, he said in
explanation: Hannah prayed that her son would not be conspicuous among men; neither too tall nor too short;

neither too small nor too fat; neither too white nor too red; neither too smart nor too stupid.

Biblical Critics
“Chana’s” prayer was added later.
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Chana’s Prayer and the Essence of Prayer

| Samuel 1, 8-27. (8) Elkana her husband said to her: Chana,
why do you weep, and why do you not eat and why is your
heart grieving? Am | not better to you than ten sons?...(10)
she was embittered and [JENLRGRL =R Band was
weeping....(12) And it was as she was [JeViliT4 extensively
, and Eli was watching her mouth.

(13) Chana, she was in her heart, only her lips were
moving, but her voice was not heard; and Eli thought her to
be drunk. (14) Eli said to her: Until when will you become
drunk? Remove your wine from yourself. (15) Chana
answered and said: No, my lord, | am an embittered woman;
| did not drink wine or intoxicating drink,
VAT RIS TR 1 [ NeT¢e . (16) Do not deem your maidservant
to be a wicked woman, |{J@I R [TER TR ERAE [ Kol #11)Y
grievance, and my anger that | have spoken until nowp13)]
She said: Please, my lord, by your soul, my lord, | am the
woman who stood with you here . (27) For
this child ; and the Lord granted me my request that |
asked of Him.

| Samuel 2, 1 Chana and said: My heart exults

in the Lord, my glory is exalted in the Lord. My mouth
is opened wide against my enemies because | rejoice

in Your salvation.
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http://www.obohu.cz/bible/index.php?pc=ne&k=1S&kap=1&styl=BRU
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Chana’s Prayer and the Essence of Prayer

| Samuel 2, 25 If a man sins against a man, the judge
, but if a man sins against the Lord, who
\"VI1IR<a"As11431? But they would not heed the voice of
their father because the Lord wished to put them to
death.

Genesis 24, 12.15.45: (12) He prayed: Oh God, Lord of
my master Abraham: Be with me today and show
kindness to my master Abraham... (15)

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch
Commentary to Genesis 48,11
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In+er+ex+uali+y (+ imitatio) Chana < Eli @

& her son Shmuel & his sons
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The sons of Eli were wicked men; they did not know the Lord
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Shmuel ll, 22,
3.14.35.40.47.50
David’s song of his life =
based on Chana’s Prayer

“Chana’s” prayer was added later.

Psalm 75, 1.5.6.11
Asaf imitates Chana’s
Prayer; Levitical singers
were descendants of
Chana (I Chronicles, 6,
18-19; 25, 1-6).

Psalm 113, 4-8
Egyptian Hallel =
based on Chana’s Prayer
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Biblical Critics

King & Mashiach (oil) - IS 16, 17;

26, 16;1154,7;3,39; 5,317,127
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Chana’s Prayer NlN N'7'9N
SUMMARY & CONCLUSIONS

* Analysis of Chana’s Prayer (Shmuel | 2, 1-10)
e Context with story of Chana & Shmuel
e Context within the Books of Shmuel (Shmuel Il 22)

e Intertextuality with Tehillim (and Chronicles)
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