How to study Chumash- One book at a time - Shmot class #25
The Mishkan - a House for God or a ‘model home' for us -

The conclusion of Sefer Shmot - time to dwell, or time to travel?
Source sheet for TIM shiur by Menachem Leibtag/

INTRODUCTION
In the majestic final verses of Sefer Shmot, the Mishkan is complete and God's shchina returns
to dwell with His People. Nonetheless, it appears that Moshe has been ‘down-graded'. Inour final

shiur, we examine these psukim to show how what appears to be a conclusion may actually be a beginning
of the next stage of Jewish History.

Review- the Four sections of the second half of Shmot:
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I. Review the opening and closing lines of the “shchinah” unit
Shmot 25:8-9 [beginning of Parshat Trumah]

8 And let them make Me a sanctuary, that |

D?1nn ,’n:;‘y‘ ,WTPD ,7{7 “UITN ] may dwell among them.

. . . 9 According to all that I show thee, the
ﬁ“mx TlN'U_D ’JI_’% T(Dt_’l 717::;) v pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of

all the furniture thereof, even so shall ye
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Shmot 29:44-46 [end of Parshat Tzaveh]
=NN) 5 NANN -NN)Y ’11””3 HaN-IN ,rw)nrn"’ 49 And I will sanctify the tent of meeting, and the

altar; Aaron also and his sons will I sanctify, to
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II. Shabbat concluding the first Mishkan unit
Note the parallel to Creation & Revelation !
[highlighted by the chiasm!]
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III. Review the order of parshiot in Vayakhel -Pekudei / chapters 35-40
35 - shabbat/ list of what to build [39 or 40 items] - builder

36 - the Tent - ohel moed

37 - The vessels inside the Mishkan - including mizbach ketoret

38 - the chatzer -with the mizbach Olah - including the kiyor

39 -bigdei kehuna

40 putting it all together - and the shchina returning...

IV. The concluding lines of Sefer Shmot / chapter 40
’]n)] ’D:n)g‘?1 ]D\’)D? mhalv/ ’jgna_nh{ D‘??] Ay 33 And he reared up the court round about the

tabernacle and the altar, and set up the screen of the

ﬂ:xb”‘o =N ,ﬂw” b?,l ; BN '\)_)\? 7[9)9'3'\?_‘_{ gate of the court. So Moses finished the work. {P}

a9 . 1 N - 5 34 Then the cloud covered the tent of
‘n:’:’ / ‘1’””3 ,ﬂN nN /1;)-.-"’-‘ 2 :’- ‘r’ meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled

]?W)Q‘O 'ﬂN Nbp ,‘nlﬂ, the tabernacle.
bﬁN'bN N’lﬁb ,ﬂ\’)’ﬁ b:, 'Nb’ ﬂb 35 And Moses was not able to enter into

the tent of meeting, because the cloud
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)2 YD’ "3\)))30 byn \3)’1—] ﬂ]b)’l—]:n Iy 36 And whenever the cloud was taken up

from over the tabernacle, the children of
Israel went onward, throughout all their
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Discuss

Why can’t Moshe enter? / good or bad?
One topic or two topics?

V. Shmot chapter 24 / when Moshe ascends
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Note the parallel with end of chapter 40

journeys.

37 But if the cloud was not taken up, then
they journeyed not till the day that it was
taken up.

38 For the cloud of the LORD was upon
the tabernacle by day, and there was fire
therein by night, in the sight of all the
house of Israel, throughout all their
journeys.--

for first 40 days

12 And the LORD said unto Moses:
'Come up to Me into the mount and be
there; and I will give thee the tables of
stone, and the law and the commandment,
which I have written, that thou mayest
teach them.’

13 And Moses rose up, and Joshua his
minister; and Moses went up into the
mount of God.

14 And unto the elders he said: 'Tarry
ye here for us, until we come back
unto you; and, behold, Aaron and Hur
are with you; whosoever hath a cause,
let him come near unto them.’

15 And Moses went up into the mount,
and the cloud covered the mount.

16 And the glory of the LORD abode
upon mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it six days; and the seventh
day He called unto Moses out of the
midst of the cloud.

17 And the appearance of the glory of
the LORD was like devouring fire on
the top of the mount in the eyes of the
children of Israel.

18 And Moses entered into the midst
of the cloud, and went up into the
mount; and Moses was in the mount
forty days and forty nights.



Shmot 40

Shmot 24
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Vayikra chapter 1:
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Bamidbar chapter 9:
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Discuss the two pointers
To Vayikra & Bamidbar, their logic

Sefer Shmot -

1 And the LORD called unto Moses, and spoke unto him
out of the tent of meeting, saying:

15 And on the day that the tabernacle was reared up
the cloud covered the tabernacle, even the tent of the
testimony; and at even there was upon the tabernacle
as it were the appearance of fire, until morning.

16 So it was alway: the cloud covered it, and the
appearance of fire by night.

17 And whenever the cloud was taken up from over
the Tent, then after that the children of Israel
journeyed; and in the place where the cloud abode,
there the children of Israel encamped.

18 At the commandment of the LORD the children
of Israel journeyed, and at the commandment of the
LORD they encamped: as long as the cloud abode
upon the tabernacle they remained encamped.

Outline of its Basic Units



A. REDEMPTION
1. Yetziat Mitzraim (chapters 1-13)
Fulfillment of Brit Bein ha;Btarim (connecting from Breishit )
Burning Bush & God's 'double plan’ for the Exodus
'Let My People Go', or 'Send My People Out’
The Plagues, their purpose - for Egypt & Am Yisrael
Structure 3x3x3 + 1
Korban Pesach, it's purpose and the Seder
Preparation for redemption - connection to Matza / Seder
2. From Egypt to Har Sinai (14-18)
Training in the Desert - purpose of each event
Preparation for Brit Sinai
Amalek vs. Yitro's visit & its purpose

B. COVENANT

3. Maamad Har Sinai (19-24)
Identifying the unit
From Covenant to Commandment
Special Unit of Mitzvot -in Mishpatim
Brit Naaseh v'nishma - importance of chapter 24
Connection to Sefer Devarim

4. Commandment of Mishkan (25-31)
Indentifying Units/ large & small
Purpose of Mishkan - perpetuating Har Sinai or Tikun ha'egel
The Extra’s in chapters 30-31

5. Chet ha'egel - Midot ha'rachamim (32-34)
Development of Am Yisrael's covenantal relationship with God
Reason for sin based on Shmot 23:20->24:18
This unit, in relation to Mishkan & Har Sinai

6. Building the Mishkan
Purpose and nature of the repetition -
Contrast to chapters 25->31 & reason

. Transition from Shmot to other books / now with “shchina”
Vayirka - Laws relating o God's presence / kedusha
Bamdibar - travelling with shchinah to eretz Yisrael
Devarim - Laws from brit Sinai relating becoming a nation



