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The Benefit of the Doubt—Deconstructing Pesach Sheini

Intro

B”Y have just begun second year in the midbar, and they are reminded to partake of the Korban Pesach as
they did in Mitzrayim just one year prior. But unlike in Mitzrayim, this time around there are some
individuals who are temei’ei meit (ritually impure due to contact with the dead) and are therefore
proscribed from partaking of the Korban Pesach.

In today’s shiur, we will carefully scrutinize the textual account as presented in the Torah. We will read of
the “banned individuals’” request and see how God not only validates their claim but does them—and all
of B”Y—one better. We will then see how the Mishnah takes God’s expansion even one step further, and
how Rav Y. D. Soloveitchik’s understanding of this mishnah goes even beyond that.

We will explore the reason for this “make-up” opportunity and why it’s applied specifically, and only, to the
Korban Pesach.

Next, we will compare this episode to another textually and thematically connected one, that of Benot
Tzelofchad, and round it out with a connection to Avraham’s plea to God re. the people of Sedom.

Finally, we will address: an obscure passage in the Haggadah, two minhagim of Pesach Sheini, and one
related halachah, all of which drive home the underlying theme we will develop.

We hope to emerge with an understanding of one aspect of how God relates to us as humans who have
free will, and how that in turn should, and must, impact how we relate to one another.
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A'-N:D 12T
NNY YN0 WTNA DY YIND Danb nIwn Wj\y'; 130" 17N NWN™X NN 12T
a

A
NOQN NN I7N'WJ' 11 I\UU'I

Yo -

:ITYing
ANR AWYA 'D9YINT221 IMPNT722 iTUNA INK 1wun 01w 12 nfn wTha DifMiwy nuaza
:ND9N NWY? '7gﬂtf)' 127N NN 12T

Y2IN2 [IPIN12 NDADTIN 1Y

0
'7N']\U' 21 IVJU ] WE)TJ ny '1I'1' nIx ']E)N '733 1'0 127N 0'AVn |2 VJTI']'? DI' \'}JLTJ n

T T

INIDD 02 10X 9971 N 197 4117! LXND DI NOGDTIWYY 17217871 DR U927 D'NAL 410 WK DN 1
‘! 927D YR NINY P TIN 1P H727 U122 R DTN W97 DN NN 17X NN DYIRD AN
107 NIN! YNTND UNYRIATAY DY DX N

N7 NWNRTIR NN AT

N7 NDY NivY! DANTT? IX 037 AT 17T IX W937 | RAD NI WK W NK? K1Y 92798 13T

HNZIN' DN NIYDTY NN WYL DIWA 11D DI 1Y nY2Na v eTha

MR 1YL NDYN NPN~222 117N3Y! N7 DYYI1PATTY 120 NIRYINY

The Mishnah’s Expansion
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Rav Soloveitchik’s Understanding of R’ Eliezer
Extending “derech rechokah” to emotional/psychological “distance.”
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Why the Make-Up Specifically for Korban Pesach
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Pesach Sheini in Action!
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Benot Tzelofchad
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Avraham’s Standout Quality

A2-T:N' N'UNIA

:NRY N N DING TIX NDIND PN NI

YWD 1A 72 127407231 DIYYI 73 17 LI DR

NN DNV DINY R (VD7 DIWRT ARTY NiY? Rl 1T N0Y1 DRI 12NN YN VR yT
112V 3TN

1TRI N2 '3 DNRPAI N2)™ NQNYIOTO NRPYT Ai: N

[YTN NZ7ONI 022 1Y 18 RN ANRYNAD NI NITNTIN

:N! 9% TRU ATV DRNARI NNTO 1274 DYIND DYN 99

1770V P'TY NHON XD 1IN DRIN Wil

{2 WX DPITXD D'YNN (VN7 DI KYN™N7I NODA XD 1) 1IN DR'TY D'WNN YL 2N

:DQWN NYY! N7 YIRD22 DARID 97 720 VI PT¥D NI VY0V PITY N 40 1272 [ nivyn 47 0790
--012Y2 DIPR~227 MNYII V1WA N2 DP'TY 0'¢NN DTOL RYDR"DN NIN! NN

:NNYYD M NNWR N7 DN NY DY [IRYA! 1N DYSDTIN NATRIIITN 0L RTIN N

:iNjn? 1y DRIINI DRIINTIY 12T N2 1R NIt 2

An Obscure Haggadah Passage

Koreich opens with the following:
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Note: This pasuk is not from Parashat Bo (which discusses the halachot of the Korban Pesach). Rather, it’s

from our passage-du-jour, the text of Pesach Sheini!

2 Minhagim of Pesach Sheini
e Eating Matzah
e Not reciting Tachanun
Q: Why observe any “minhagei Pesach Sheini” if it was only a dispensation for the few and did not apply to
all of B”Y?
A: Toinstill in us and help us internalize the above message of fairness to others.

And 1 Halachah: Tashlumim
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