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of the courtyard of the harem, to learn how Esther was doing,
and what would happen to her... ?° Esther had not announced
her family background or her nationality, just as Mordecai had
commanded her. Esther did as Mordecai commanded, just as
when he had been her guardian.
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.. Mordecai may have wanted to hide Esther’s relationship to him rather than her ethnicity. Support for this
may be found in what happened immediately after Esther told the king of Mordecai s relationship to her.
The king took off his ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai, suggesting that it was
his relationship to Queen Esther that made Mordecai viceroy. From this it follows that if Esther had told the
king of her relationship to Mordecai immediately after marriage, then Mordecai would have become viceroy
before Haman’s nomination. Thus, the book of Esther may have wanted the reader to believe that Mordecai
did not want any profit from the marriage of Esther. If this is correct, then Esther’s hiding of her origin upon
Mordecai’s request, has the same purpose as David’s refusal to slay Saul when the opportunity was offered

.. the hero was innocent because he had no intention of eliminating his opponent.

13. Rabbi David Fohrman, The Queen You Thought You Knew, OU Press (2011) pp. 39

Maybe it was Esther’s very refusal to talk about where she came from that helped endear her to the king. In
the wake of the Vashti debacle, the king saw the girl who would succeed where his last wife failed, a girl
who would be everything Vashi was unable or unwilling to be. The king was looking for a woman who
would effortlessly and unreservedly slip into the role of Mother Persia, who would happily and convincingly
become the feminine symbol of his new Empire. As such, Esther’s recalcitrance might well have been
alluring. Every time Esther changed the subject when the king asked her where she was from, she would
have played into the king's dream-like vision of the perfect queen: and utterly stateless girl, a woman who
completely transcended whatever local or provincial identity that fate had bequeathed her. Every time she
smiled and said: “Why do you ask me so much about my past? Let's talk about the future” - she would have
seemed more and more like precisely the woman he was looking for. Esther could be from anywhere — or
everywhere. Esther brimmed with possibility. She could be anything he wanted her to be.
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15. Robert Gordis: Religion, Wisdom and History in the book of Esther - a New Solution to an Ancient
Crux, JBL 100/3 (1981) pp. 377

A principal argument against the historicity of the book has been the explicit statement by Herodotus that
the Persian kings were permitted to select their queens only from seven noble Persian families. Hence the
coronation of a Jewess would be effectively ruled out... However, it may be noted that the author of Esther,
whose familiarity with Persian life is universally conceded, would be well aware of this limitation with
regard to a royal marriage, the existence of which would throw doubt on the veracity of his story. The
author, therefore, takes pains to emphasize twice that Esther did not reveal her origin, thus letting the
reader believe that there was no known legal impediment to Esther's ascension to the throne.
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