Shimon, Zealous for the Integrity of Israel

Tamar Weissman
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Genesis 29:33

(33) She conceived again and bore a son, and declared, “This is because M7
heard that I was unloved and has given me this one also”; so she named him
Simeon.
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Bereshit Rabbah 71:4

(4) “She conceived again, and bore a son, and said: Because the Lord
heard that I am hated, He gave me this as well. She called his name
Simeon” (Genesis 29:33). “She conceived again, and bore a son, and said:
Because the Lord heard [shama] that I am hated, He gave me this as well. She
called his name Simeon [Shimon]” — this one is destined to produce an enemy.
Who will heal his wound? It is Pinhas, who is destined to be produced from
Levi.
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Genesis 34:7-31

(7) Meanwhile Jacob’s sons, having heard the news, came in from the
field. The men were distressed and very angry, because he had committed
an outrage in Israel by lying with Jacob’s daughter—a thing not to be
done. (8) And Hamor spoke with them, saying, “My son Shechem longs for
your daughter. Please give her to him in marriage. (9) Intermarry with us: give
your daughters to us, and take our daughters for yourselves: (10) You will
dwell among us, and the land will be open before you; settle, move about, and
acquire holdings in it.” (11) Then Shechem said to her father and brothers,
“Do me this favor, and I will pay whatever you tell me. (12) Ask of me a
bride-price ever so high, as well as gifts, and I will pay what you tell me; only
give me the maiden for a wife.” (13) Jacob’s sons answered Shechem and his
father Hamor—speaking with guile because he had defiled their sister
Dinah— (14) and said to them, “We cannot do this thing, to give our
sister to a man who is uncircumcised, for that is a disgrace among us. (15)
Only on this condition will we agree with you; that you will become like us in
that every male among you is circumcised. (16) Then we will give our
daughters to you and take your daughters to ourselves; and we will dwell
among you and become as one kindred. (17) But if you will not listen to us and
become circumcised, we will take our daughter and go.” (18) Their words
pleased Hamor and Hamor’s son Shechem. (19) And the youth lost no time in
doing the thing, for he wanted Jacob’s daughter. Now he was the most
respected in his father’s house. (20) So Hamor and his son Shechem went to
the public place of their town and spoke to their town council, saying, (21)
“These people are our friends; let them settle in the land and move aboutin it,
for the land is large enough for them; we will take their daughters to ourselves
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as wives and give our daughters to them. (22) But only on this condition will
their representatives agree with us to dwell among us and be as one kindred:
that all our males become circumcised as they are circumcised. (23) Their
cattle and substance and all their beasts will be ours, if we only agree to their
terms, so that they will settle among us.” (24) All his fellow townsmen heeded
Hamor and his son Shechem, and all males, all his fellow townsmen, were
circumcised. (25) On the third day, when they were in pain, Simeon and
Levi, two of Jacob’s sons, brothers of Dinah, took each his sword, came
upon the city unmolested, and slew all the males. (26) They put Hamor
and his son Shechem to the sword, took Dinah out of Shechem’s house,
and went away. (27) The other sons of Jacob came upon the slain and
plundered the town, because their sister had been defiled. (28) They seized
their flocks and herds and asses, all that was inside the town and outside; (29)
all their wealth, all their children, and their wives, all that was in the houses,
they took as captives and booty. (30) Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You
have brought trouble on me, making me odious among the inhabitants of
the land, the Canaanites and the Perizzites; my fighters are few in
number, so that if they unite against me and attack me, I and my house
will be destroyed.” (31) But they answered, “Should our sister be treated
like a whore?”
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Bereshit Rabbah 80:10

(10) “The two sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi...took” — from the fact that it says
Simeon and Levi, we know that they are Jacob’s sons. It is, rather, “Jacob’s
sons” — that they did not take counsel from Jacob; “Simeon and Levi” — that
they did not take counsel from one another. “Dina's brothers” — was she only
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the sister of the two of them? Was she not the sister of all the tribes? It s,
rather, because they endangered their lives on her behalf, she is called by their
name.
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Genesis 46:10

(10) Simeon’s sons: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Saul the son of a
Canaanite woman.
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Bereshit Rabbah 80:11

“And took Dina” — Rabbi Yudan said: They were dragging her and departing.
Rav Huna said: One who engages in relations with an uncircumcised man, it is
difficult to pull away. Rav Huna said: She said: ‘But I, where will I carry my
shame?’ until Simeon said to her that he would take her. That is what is
written: “[Simeon’s sons...]Jand Shaul, son of the Canaanite woman” (Genesis
46:10) — the son of Dina, who engaged in relations with a Canaanite...The
Rabbis say: Simeon took her and buried her in the land of Canaan.
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Midrash Tanchuma Buber, Vayeshev 13:7-10

(7) (Gen. 37:19:) SO THEY SAID TO ONE ANOTHER. Who were they? Simon
and Levi.

(8) (Gen. 37:19-20:) HERE COMES THIS DREAMER. SO COME NOW, AND LET
US KILL HIM.... < AND WE SHALL SEE WHAT WILL BECOME OF HIS DREAMS
>

(10) (Gen. 37:24:) THEN THEY TOOK HIM AND CAST HIM INTO THE PIT, BUT
THE PIT WAS EMPTY WITH NO WATER IN IT. There was no water in it; yet
there were snakes and scorpions in it. What did Simeon do? When they had
put him within the pit, Simeon commanded them to throw great stones upon
him in order to kill him; but, when < Simeon > fell into Joseph's hand, Joseph
tossed fattened < fowl > upon him.
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Genesis 42:18-26

(18) On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you shall live, for I fear
God. (19) If you are being honest, let one of your brothers be held in your place
of detention, while the rest of you go and take home rations for your starving
households; (20) but you must bring me your youngest brother, that your
words may be verified and that you may not die.” And they did accordingly.
(21) They said to one another, “Alas, we are being punished on account of our
brother, because we looked on at his anguish, yet paid no heed as he pleaded
with us. That is why this distress has come upon us.” (22) Then Reuben spoke
up and said to them, “Did I not tell you, ‘Do no wrong to the boy’? But you paid
no heed. Now comes the reckoning for his blood.” (23) They did not know that
Joseph understood, for there was an interpreter between him and them. (24)
He turned away from them and wept. But he came back to them and spoke to
them; and he took Simeon from among them and had him bound before their
eyes. (25) Then Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, return each
one’s money to his sack, and give them provisions for the journey; and this
was done for them. (26) So they loaded their asses with the rations and
departed from there.
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Bereshit Rabbah 91:6

He said to them: “Bring your youngest brother to me...” (Genesis 42:34). He
took Simeon and incarcerated him before their eyes, because it was he who
had pushed him into the pit. He separated him from Levi, so they would not
conspire against him.
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Genesis 49:5-7

(5) Simeon and Levi are a pair; Their weapons are tools of lawlessness. (6) Let
not my person be included in their council, Let not my being be counted in
their assembly. For when angry they slay a man, And when pleased they maim
an ox. (7) Cursed be their anger so fierce, And their wrath so relentless. I will
divide them in Jacob, Scatter them in Israel.
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Bereshit Rabbah 98:5

(5) “Simeon and Levi are brothers; weapons of villainy are their heritage”
(Genesis 49:5) “Simeon and Levi are brothers” — brothers of Dina but not
brothers of Joseph.

“Weapons of villainy are their heritage [mekheroteihem]” — he said to
them: These weapons in your possession have been stolen by you. For whom
are they fitting? It is for mekheroteihem — for Esau, who sold [makhar] the
birthright.

“Let my soul not come in their company” — when they come to take counsel
in Shitim.

“With their assembly let my glory not be associated” — when they
assemble against Moses in the congregation of Korah. “With their assembly let
my glory not be associated” — but for the platform, let my name be associated,
when his descendants stand on the platform, as it is stated: “These are those
who stood, and their sons, [from the sons of the Kehatites:] Heiman [the
singer, son of Yoel, son of Samuel]” (I Chronicles 6:18). Rabbi Huna, Rabbi
Hanina, and Rabbi Pinhas: The three of them said: “Son of Yitzhar, son of
Kehat, son of Levi, son of Israel” (I Chronicles 6:23).

“For in their anger they killed men [ish]” — this is Hamor father of Shekhem.
“Hamstrung [ikeru| oxen [shor]” — they undermined [akartun] the security wall
[shuran] of proselytes. Rabbi Hunya and Rabbi Yirmeya in the name of Rabbi
Ahiya bar Abba: As it is written: “And with their will they hamstrung [ikeru]
oxen” —in order to fulfill the will of your inclination, you undermined
[akartem] the security wall of proselytes. “Undermined a trough” — this is one
of the matters that they emended for King Ptolemy.

“I will divide them [ahalkem] in Jacob” — this is the tribe of Levi: “I am your


https://www.sefaria.org/Bereshit_Rabbah.98.5
http://docs.google.com/I_Chronicles.6.18
http://docs.google.com/I_Chronicles.6.23

portion [helkekha] and your inheritance” (Numbers 18:20).
“And I will disperse them in Israel” — this is the tribe of Simeon. That is
what is said: Most of the poor were from the tribe of Simeon.
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Rashi on Genesis 49:6

(MW 7Py 011¥721 AND IN THEIR SELFWILL THEY LAMED AN OX — they
desired to exterminate Joseph who is called "W, as it is said, (Deuteronomy
33:17) “His firstling bullock (172) (Joseph), majesty is his”. 177¥ means in old
French essarter. It has the same meaning as in (Joshua 11:6) “Thou shalt
hamstring (77yn) their horses”.
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Numbers 25:1-8

(1) While Israel was staying at Shittim, the menfolk profaned themselves by
whoring with the Moabite women, (2) who invited the menfolk to the
sacrifices for their god. The menfolk partook of them and worshiped that god.
(3) Thus Israel attached itself to Baal-peor, and 7> was incensed with Israel.
(4) M said to Moses, “Take all the ringleaders and have them publicly
impaled before M7, so that M”’s wrath may turn away from Israel.” (5) So
Moses said to Israel’s officials, “Each of you slay those of his men who
attached themselves to Baal-peor.” (6) Just then a certain Israelite man came
and brought a Midianite woman over to his companions, in the sight of Moses
and of the whole Israelite community who were weeping at the entrance of the
Tent of Meeting. (7) When Phinehas, son of Eleazar son of Aaron the priest,
saw this, he left the assembly and, taking a spear in his hand, (8) he followed
the Israelite man into the chamber and stabbed both of them, the Israelite
man and the woman, through the belly. Then the plague against the Israelites
was checked.

N”7:X 27D 1°7717J0

P3N IR W ivaw 720 7 DX T0sw DX wn nKY”

0 12PN A IONT NIWDI 7277 1737 17 112 1K X190 ]:1 gial
X - IR 5 -nx 121,78 7’773 na MK 29 ’V’DI.U‘I ey K
N71 K17 LW R RIT AN A2 0K .002W 21737 KON "ynwn
m:‘v WOW RIT U2 W KITW 13m0 173 RITW XoX Ty

Sanhedrin 82a:11

Itis stated: “And Moses said to the judges of Israel: Each of you shall slay his
men who have adhered unto Ba’al-Peor” (Numbers 25:5). The tribe of
Simeon went to Zimri, son of Salu, their leader, and said to him: They are
judging cases of capital law and executing us and you are sitting and are
silent? What did Zimri do? He arose and gathered twenty-four thousand
people from the children of Israel, and went to Cozbi, daughter of Zur,
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princess of Midian, and said to her: Submit to me and engage in intercourse
with me. She said to him: I am the daughter of a king, and this is what my
father commanded me: Submit only to the greatest of them. Zimri said to
her: He, too, referring to himself, is the head of a tribe; moreover, he is
greater than Moses, as he is the second of the womb, as he descends from
Simeon, the second son of Jacob, and Moses is the third of the womb, as he
descends from Levi, the third son of Jacob.
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Sanhedrin 82a:12

He seized her by her forelock and brought her before Moses. Zimri said to
Moses: Son of Amram, is this woman forbidden or permitted? And if you
say that she is forbidden, as for the daughter of Yitro to whom you are
married, who permitted her to you? The halakha with regard to the proper
course of action when encountering a Jewish man engaging in intercourse
with a gentile woman eluded Moses. All of the members of the Sanhedrin
bawled in their weeping, and that is the meaning of that which is written:
“And they are crying at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting” (Numbers
25:6). And it is written thereafter: “And Pinehas, son of Elazar, son of Aaron
the priest, saw and arose from the midst of the congregation and took a spear
in his hand” (Numbers 25:7).
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Numbers 25:10-12

(10) M spoke to Moses, saying, (11) “Phinehas, son of Eleazar son of Aaron the
priest, has turned back My wrath from the Israelites by displaying among
them his passion for Me, so that I did not wipe out the Israelite people in My
passion. (12) Say, therefore, ‘I grant him My pact of friendship.
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Haamek Davar on Genesis 34:25
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Sifrei Devarim 348

("And this, for Judah. And he said: Hear, O L-rd, the voice of Judah": We are


https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.25.10-12
http://docs.google.com/topics/the-tetragrammaton
https://www.sefaria.org/Haamek_Davar_on_Genesis.34.25
https://www.sefaria.org/Haamek_Davar_on_Genesis.34.25
https://www.sefaria.org/Sifrei_Devarim.348
http://docs.google.com/Judges.1.3
https://www.sefaria.org/Sifrei_Devarim.348

hereby taught that Moses prayed for the tribe of Shimon [(Shimon not being
explicitly mentioned here)], saying: "L-rd of the world, whenever the tribe of
Shimon is in distress, rescue him from it.

(6) "And to his people shall You bring him": For he (Judah) had drawn him
(Shimon) near to himself for inheritance (of the land), as it is written (Judges
1:3) "and Judah said to Shimon his brother: "Go up with me (in battle) for my
portion." And sections fell (for inheritance) from the inheritance of the
children of Judah to that of the children of Shimon (viz. Joshua 19:9).
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Sifrei Devarim 349

(1) (Devarim 33:8) "And of Levi he said": Why was this (blessing) said of him
(and not of Shimon)? Shimon and Levi drank of one cup, viz. (Bereshith 49:7)
"Cursed be their wrath, for it is fierce, and their anger, for it is sore. I shall
divide them in Jacob, and I shall scatter them in Israel." This is analogous to
(the situation of) two, who borrowed from the king. One paid him back, and
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borrowed from him again, and the other — not only did he not pay him back,
but he borrowed again. Thus, Shimon and Levi: Both "borrowed" in Shechem,
viz. (Bereshith 34:25) "And there took, two sons of Jacob, Shimon and Levi,
each man his sword, and came upon the city (Shechem) secure, (in that the
men were ailing from the circumcision), and they killed every male." Levi paid
back what he borrowed in the desert, (in the incident of the golden calf) viz.
(Shemoth 32:26) "And Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and he said
'Whoever is for the L-rd, (let him come) to me!' And there gathered unto him
all the sons of Levi, etc." And he returned and "borrowed" from the L-rd in
Shittim, viz. (Bamidbar 25:11) "Pinchas the son of Elazar the son of Aaron the
Cohein turned My wrath away from the children of Israel when he raged My
rage in their midst, and I did not consume the children of Israel in My wrath"
— whereas Shimon, not only did he not repay the loan, but he went and
"borrowed" again, viz. (Ibid. 14) "And the name of the man of Israel who was
smitten, who was smitten together with the Midianite woman, was Zimri the
son of Salu, chief of a father's house in the house of Shimon."
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Yalkut Shimoni on Nach 42

(7) And Devorah, was a prophetess. What was she like, that she prophesied
about Israel and judged them? Wasn't Pinchas ben Eleazar alive then? I bring
Heaven and Earth to bear witness that the Divine Spirit may rest upon a
gentile and a Jew, a man and a woman, a slave and a maid—all depends on the
deeds of that particular person. The House of Elyahu teaching was that they
said that Devorah's husband was not a scholar. She said to him , let's make
wicks and go to the Mikdash in Shilo, and so you will have a place among the
greats and you will have a place in the world to come. So she would make
wicks and he would bring them to the Mikdash. He had three names: Barak,
Michael and Lapidot. Barak: because his face looked like lightning. Michael:
because he diminished himself. Another opinion: he was named after the
angel. Lapidot - his wife would make wicks, and his wife thought for long, and
decided to make very thick wicks so that their light would be plentiful. And
God said, "Devorah you intended to sustain My light, and so I will make your
light great in Judah and Jerusalem in front of the 12 tribes. And to what merit
did Lapidot arrive to the World to Come? They say because of his wife
Devorah, about whom it is written "The wisest of women built her house"
(Prov. 14:1). And regarding Jezebel bat Itba'al "and the fool one destroys it with
her hands.

(10) Lapidot - Rabbi Itzchak from the House of Rabi Ami: because she made
the wicks for the Tabernacle. And she sat under the date palm - Rabbi Shimon
be Avshalom: because of yichud. Another explanation: just as the shade of the
palm tree is small, so the number of Torah scholars of her time was small.
Another opinion: just as a plam tree has only one heart, so in her time Israel
was of one heart with their Father in Heaven.

(11) And she sat under a palm tree - as it is not the way of women to seclude
themselves at home [with men] and so she sat in the shade of the date palm
and taught Torah to the public.
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Rashi on Genesis 49:7

2py°2 apPnR I WILL DIVIDE THEM IN JACOB — I shall separate them from
each other inasmuch as Levi shall not be numbered among the tribes (cf.
Numbers 26:62) and thus they (Simeon and Levi) will be divided (cf. Genesis
Rabbah 98:5). Another interpretation is: both of these tribes will be dispersed
in Israel, and this happened, for you will find that the very poor — the Scribes
and elementary teachers — were all of the tribe of Simeon, and this was so in
order that this tribe should be dispersed, since such poor people must wander
from city to city to eke out a livelihood. As for the tribe of Levi, He made them
travel round from one threshing floor to another to collect their heave
offerings and tithes; thus He caused them also to be “scattered” but in a more
respectable manner (Genesis Rabbah 99:6).
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Keritot 6b:18

Rav Hana bar Bizna says that Rabbi Shimon Hasida says: Any fast that
does not include the participation of some of the sinners of the Jewish
people is not a fast, as the smell of galbanum is foul and yet the verse lists
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it with the ingredients of the incense. Abaye says that this is derived from
here: “It is He Who builds His upper chambers in the heavens and has
established His bundle on the earth” (Amos 9:6), i.e., when the people are
united as a bundle, including their sinners, they are established upon the
earth.

Tamar Weissman
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