God has Attacked Me: Ruth, Suffering, and the Lesson of a Rabbinic Heretic
James A. Diamond mpaw 3w 2 Torah in Motion

Question: Why is Ruth included in the biblical canon?
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1) Inexplicable Catastrophe: Ruth 1:1 yI82 297 72 o°botia vow *»°2 %31 National crisis- Famine
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Naomi’s Responses- God is the enemy: 1:13 7772 3 IRY™2 037 TRk» 9™ m™3
My lot is far more bitter than yours, for the hand of the LORD has struck out against me.
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the LORD has dealt harshly with me, Shaddai has brought misfortune upon me

2) Introducing the ‘Heretic’ (Hagigah 14b-15a)
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The Sages taught: Four entered the orchard [pardes].i.e., dealt with the loftiest secrets of Torah, and they
are as follows: Ben Azzai; and ben Zoma; Aher, the other, a name for Elisha ben Avuya; and Rabbi
Akiva...Aher chopped down the saplings, becoming a heretic...What was it that led him to heresy? He saw
the angel Metatron, who was granted permission to sit and write the merits of Israel...Seeing that
someone other than God was seated above, he said: Perhaps Heaven forbid, there are two authorities,
Such thoughts led Aker to heresy. R. Akiva ascended in shalom and descended in shalom.

(3) Cause of Elisha's Theological Breakdown
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He saw R. Judah the Baker's tongue in the mouth of a dog and said 'If a tongue that was involved in a lifetime
of Torah how much more should one that didn't so he concluded there is no reward for the righteous and no
resurrection
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He saw a man climb to the top of a tree on Shabbat The man took both the mother and her chicks, and climbed
down safely. The next day he saw another man climb to the top of a tree, take the chicks only, and release the
mother. When the man reached the ground, a snake bit him and he died. Elisha recalled that the Bible says: You
must certainly set the mother free and take only the chicks. Thus, you will have a good life and a long one
[Deut. 22:7]. What happened, he wondered, to this man’s good life? What happened to his long life?
Unfortunately, Elisha was not aware of the interpretation Rabbi Akiva had already given the passage:
Thus you will have a good life -- in the next world, which is entirely good. And a long one -- in the future
life, where everything lasts long



4) R. AKkiva vs. Elisha
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Once they were ascending to Jerusalem. When they arrived at Mount Scopus , they rent their

garments . When they arrived at the Temple Mount, they saw a fox that emerged from the Holy of
Holies. They began weeping, and Rabbi Akiva was laughing. They said to him: For what reason are you
laughing? Rabbi Akiva said to them: For what reason are you weeping? They said to him: This is

the place concerning which it is written: “And the non-priest who approaches shall die” (Numbers

1:51), and now foxes walk in it; and shall we not weep? In Uriah it is written: “Therefore, for your sake
Zion shall be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become rubble, and the Temple Mount as the high places
of a forest” (Micah 3:12), where foxes are found. In the prophecy of Zechariah it is written: “There shall yet
be elderly men and elderly women sitting in the streets of Jerusalem” (Zechariah §:4). Until the prophecy
of Uriah was fulfilled I was afraid that the prophecy of Zechariah would not be fulfilled Now that the
prophecy of Uriah was fulfilled, it is evident that the prophecy of Zechariah remains valid. The Sages said
to him, Akiva, you have comforted us; Akiva, you have comforted us.

(5) Last Teaching of the Heretic in his name- Avot 4:20
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Elisha ben Abuyah said: He who learns when a child, to what is he compared? To ink written upon a new
writing sheet. And he who learns when an old man, to what is he compared? To ink written on a rubbed writing
sheet.
Traditional Interpretations of Elisha's statement in Avot :
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The analogy means that what is learned in youth is lasting and less vulnerable to forget while learning at an
older age is the opposite
6) Erasing Memory or Torah
Yom Tov Lipmann Heller 1579-1654
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PAPER THAT HAS BEEN ERASED. For numerous thoughts and calculations having to do with worldly
matters have already been engraved in his mind. When he desires to remember words of Torah he will
have to erase all of those thoughts, and this is not easy to do well. This is why the mishna speaks of a paper
that has been erased as opposed to an old paper, which is the opposite of a new one.

7) R.Meir's Devotion to his Heretic Master — Ruth Rabbah 6

WD TIMAY 01T R 0P RN 027 0 .00 TR 12 VYOO 192 YW ANIRD W03 DY A9ITIT TV ,RIT TV UIIR 2w

2N LRV 170 W91 XYY A3 T30 13 TR °317 72 TN 1IN, 1P N 907 NG AR TI2RY 1721727 P200)
VTR 7 ,2R8) 210 7981 O ,210 192W 0712 122 120 PR 230 798 OX P22 77,00 192w n3d 0Piva ad%n orh e
TP 7Y 29U 7700 IR TRYRI T2RIY YA XD OR) 95D 1 210(0 ;e ovban)mRIY LR 712

When they buried him, fire came to burn his grave. They came and said to Rabbi Meir: ‘The grave of your
teacher is burning.” He emerged and spread his garment over it. [Rabbi Meir] said to [Elisha]: “Stay tonight,”
(Ruth 3:13) in this world that is entirely night. “It will be in the morning, if he will redeem you, good, he will
redeem” (Ruth 3:13). “It will be in the morning,” — in the world that is entirely good. “If he will redeem you,
good, he will redeem,” — this is the Holy One blessed be He, as it is stated: “The Lord is good to all” (Psalms
145:9). “But if he will be unwilling to redeem you, I will redeem you, as the Lord lives, lie until the morning”
(Ruth 3:13). [The fire] subsided.
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Suffering of others pains me more than God’s opposition/relationship to me.



