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Captivity, Trauma, and Halakhah

Session I: From Captivity to Pidyon Shevuyim:
Trauma, Communal Responsibility, and Its Limits

Section I: The Horrors of Captivity

Josephus, Jewish War V1.9

Those in the prime of life and fit for labor were driven into the Temple precincts and confined in the
Court of the Women. Caesar appointed a freedman to supervise them and ordered Fronto, one of his
companions, to determine the fate appropriate for each captive. The tallest and most handsome were
reserved for the triumphal procession. Of the rest, all who were seventeen years old and above were
put in chains and sent to forced labor in Egypt. Many others Titus distributed among the provinces to
be killed in the amphitheaters by the sword or by wild beasts. Those younger than seventeen were sold
into slavery.

II) Mishnah Horayot 3:7

A man takes precedence over a woman with respect to VYN NPNNY NYRD DTIP WIND
saving life and the return of lost property. A woman takes MDIT YN INTIP NYRM NTIN
precedence over a man with respect to clothing and WM NN NNININDY
redemption from captivity. When both face the danger of
sexual violation, the man takes precedence over the woman. WINN NOPOPY DYTNIY DIMIVY D12
YRS O
I11) Tosefta Horayot 2: 5-6
1. If aperson, his father, and his teacher are all in VA PTOIW PN PINI NN .1
captivity, he takes precedence over his teacher, and DT 12711270 DTP NN
his teacher takes precedence over his father. His ... DTR D25 NHTIP NN PIND
mother takes precedence over all others....
NYNNI NYND OTIP WNND .2
2. A man takes precedence over a woman in saving life TP NYRN NTIAN YN
and returning lost property; a woman takes 21 NN MDD WND
precedence in clothing and redemption from PTPIY DPIVY Y12 22VN
captivity. When both face disgrace, the man takes NYND DTIP WINND OP2
precedence.
12 190N YUY A TONY Nwyn L3
3. There was an incident in which Rabbi Yehoshua was | 9 5w 7NN 91N 18O v
told: 'There is a young Jerusalemite here, beautiful NOPY TOW PN VY DIPY
and distinguished, destined for abuse.’ OIPTIAD YWD M IO .4
4. Rabbi Yehoshua tested him by reciting: "Who gave YN NIPNN DN NN YIHINY
Jacob over to spoil, and Israel to plunderers?’ SN APY NOOWNY 1N N
5. The child responded: 'Was it not the Lord, against :DMINAD
whom we sinned and did not want to go in his ways?’ M1 NOT AR PIPNIMN MY .5
6. Rabbi Yehoshua declared: 'I call heaven and earth as 12772 I1IN X2Y 12 NRON N
my witnesses that [ will not leave this place until YU DN YW NIMIND .6
redeem him.’ TIOPRY NINY DAY DY TN
7. He redeemed him for a great sum and sent him to the ININ NTORY TY NI
Land of Israel. Concerning him it was said: 'The NINI IO DA PNINIINTY .7
precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold.’ DMIPIN PN NI NN POV Y
1191 DINDONN
IV) Gittin 57b
1. Rav Yehudah said in the name of Shmuel: SIRINY NN DTN 27N .1
There was an incident involving four N2 599N NN 727 NDITOIN)
hundred boys and girls who were taken MIND /T2 IWYN : NIN RNINNI
captive for purposes of sexual abuse. 9P 1wy MTHN O¥1
10 0D XY I 2
NN ON NN ,DVPINN




2. They understood what awaited them and DN MNY PRI NX D PYAIV
asked: 'If we drown ourselves in the sea, NAN
will we merit the World to Come?’ N ININ DAY NN Y vIT L3

3. The eldest among them expounded the ,0> MNNNN DYN DYN WIN
verse: 'l will retrieve them from Bashan, | TPINOPY PN - DYN WIAN
will retrieve them from the depths of the YN - D MN¥NN ,DUN
sea.”’From Bashan’ means from between ; 0 PYNLVY
the teeth of lions; 'from the depths of the P INOP T T WYY D 4
sea’ refers to those who drown in the sea. DN INY YN

4. When the girls heard this, they all jumped SYINN INYI VP OITINYY L5
into the sea. NN LTI - 799 19TV 00N NN

5. The boys then reasoned: If those whose 02 NNX DY - 70 NIIT PRY
natural way is thus acted in this manner, 10
how much more so should we. DN NYINOP DN N .6

6. They too jumped into the sea. THOY Y IIN DINON OOV .7

7. Concerning them Scripture says: 'For Your INND NIAYN DN 5D MINN
sake we are killed all day long; we are .IN2v
regarded as sheep for the slaughter.’

V) Gittin 58a

1. Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav: An AVYN 29 N I 27 IR .1
incident occurred involving the son and 11 5NNV’ 1 W N2 NI
daughter of Rabbi Yishmael ben Elisha, who LDINTR NIWY 1IVIY YWIIN
Klzrset:ec;aslptured and sold to two different DDA DY MNTH DS .2

2. Later the masters met. One said: 'I have a ]’N:)D‘:;y_: AR

X : N ,02YN Y22 PaYS
slave whose beauty is unmatched.’ The other D9WN 933 PRY NNSY %5 v
said: 'I have a maidservant whose beauty is NY2 1 VAN ST 1915
; : N
unmatched.’ They decided to marry them TN POAN MY AT DNOWN
and divide the offspring.

3. They placed them together in a room. He sat 1IPA 2L MY TN D0N .3
in one corner and she in another. 13 T TIP3 MV I M IR

4. Hesaid: ', a priest descended from High DMNI NI DN AN .4
Priests, should marry a slavewoman?’ 1NNOY YN DIOITH

5. She said: 'I, the daughter of High Priests, N2 NI N :NININNIND .5
should marry a slave?’ 1720 RVIN DYDY DMIND

6. They wept all night. At dawn they 1291 55101
I'GCOgl’liZGd one another, embraced, Cried, 19N ,INYN Ty oYY ™o L6
and their souls departed. WA T YY DTN, MY IR M

7. Concerning them Jeremiah lamented: 'For AN AIROW TY 19933
ggrss ’thlngs I weep; my eyes flow with 5 NI 9Y : PP WP PO 7

: DD DTV OPY IPY PO
V1) Gittin 58a — Tzafenat bat Peniel

1. Reish Lakish said: There was once a woman YYD WPY VI NN .1
named Tzafenat bat Peniel. She was called N2 MY NNN NYNI
Tzafenatbecause all gazed upon her beauty, and | 50w - Max NNV YN
bat Penielbecause she was the daughter of a - HN”9 N2 ,P9P PN
High Priest who ministered in the Holy of YWY 5IT) )15 YW Ina
Holies. ,0%95y "9

2. A captor abused her throughout the night. 92NV NASOYMVY .2

3. The next day he dressed her in seven garments .N29N
and brought her out to be sold. nyay nwacn anny - .3

4. An exceptionally ugly man approached and said

to him, ”Show me her beauty.”

IOIMNY NROHM PN




5. The captor replied, ”Fool! If you wish to buy her, MY INN DTN N .4
then buy her, for there is no woman as beautiful 212 DN ,INPA WON
as she in the entire world.” , 79 NN MININ
6. He answered, ”Even so, I wish to see her.” AN ONX NP W N .5
7. He removed six of her garments. PRY NP NP N8N
8. She tore away the seventh, and threw herself into , 1210 D2WN 952 1P9YH
the dust and ashes. A9 DY AN W DN L6
9. She cried out before the Holy One: "Master of ,DOPION NYY NVOWaN .7
the Universe! If You have not had mercy upon NYoONN NNYIP YWY .8
us, why do You not have mercy upon the sanctity ;7983
of Your mighty Name?” SV M2 : 195 NN .9
10. Concerning her, Jeremiah lamented: 7O daughter , 0N ND 1YY ON 091y
of My people, gird yourself with sackcloth and NN THY NVYTP DY
roll in ashes; mourn as for an only child, with 10NN NY NNY
bitter lamentation, for suddenly the destroyer MY NA 7PN NP O .10
shall come upon us” (Jeremiah 6: 26). 99N YWIINM PY N
11. The Gemara notes: the verse does not say “upon TOUN T2 oWy TN’ DN
yowbut rather ‘upon us.” As it were, the N2> DINNA YD D NN
destroyer has come not only upon Israel, but NP0V TTIVN
upon both Me and you. NPDY NON NN NY POy .11
N2 POV DY 915715
TTWVY

VI Rambam, Hilkhot Matanot Aniyim 8: 10

Section I : The Emergence of Pidyon Shevuyim as a Supreme Mitzvah

1.

Redeeming captives takes precedence over supporting
the poor and providing them with clothing.

NOAY DTIP DMV )T
LMoo oMy

2. There is no greater mitzvah than the redemption of T NITHI MNN T2 PN)
captives, for a captive suffers hunger, thirst, and 5552 NN N MAVNY DMV
nakedness, and stands in constant danger of death. D2 DINNNM D2YIN

3. One who turns a blind eye to the redemption of a captive , VA MDD TV
transgresses the prohibitions: YO0 NPT PYY DIOYNHM
7Y ou shall not harden your heart,” 7Y ou shall not shut oy 72
your hand,” ”You shall not stand idly by the blood of 7225 NN NN KD
your fellow,” and "He shall not rule over him with T NN NIOPN NN
crushing labor before your eyes.” TV OT DY Ty NI O
He also neglects the positive commandments: ,TPY0 7792 0T KO O
»You shall surely open your hand to him,”””And your TT DN NNAN NN MNN VY
brother shall live with you,” 7Y ou shall love your fellow R
as yourself,” ,TRY AN N MND
And "Rescue those being taken to death,” , TS Y0 NANNY
as well as many other similar obligations. mMnd oMPY S8M
4. There is no mitzvah greater than the redemption of ,JIXD D127 N2

captives. 1TH 127 MEN 9 PN
.02V
VIID Mishna Shekalim 2, 5




Excess funds collected for the poor belong to the poor.

Excess funds collected for a particular poor person belong to that specific poor
person.

Excess funds collected for captives must be used for other captives.

Excess funds collected for a particular captive belong to that captive.

Excess funds collected for the burial of the dead must be used for other deceased
persons.

Excess funds collected for a particul

oMY AN
Y IMN OMYD
Y IMNY

0”av AN
M DMNaYH
2V ININD MY
DXNNN NN
I DONND
PYINY NN




IX) Rambam, Hilkhot Matanot Aniyim 8:11

1. If'the residents of a city collected money for the MYN DY PYNOUIN .1
construction of a synagogue and a pressing mitzvah N2 NN M1 PI1D
obligation subsequently arose, they may redirect those PRONID MNN 92T D
funds to that mitzvah. If, however, they have already DMIANX NP ,MYNN I
purchased stones and beams for the synagogue, they may 9275 Y19 XD MNP
not sell them for another mitzvah purpose except for the T NON MNN
redemption of captives. ,0M2Y

2. Even if the stones have been delivered and arranged, the beams NNINANWOIDY G .2
shaped and prepared, and everything made ready for NY DTN OMIANN
construction, all of it may still be sold—but only for the PN DYDY MNP
redemption of captives. 951 17191 122 55N

3. Once the synagogue has actually been built and completed, ,72921 DMV T

however, it may not be sold for this purpose. Instead, funds for ND IO MIDONDAN .3

redeeming the captives must be raised separately from the NDION N2 NN DD

community. P PPTHT 12N NIN

.)2AXN

X) Letter of the Karaite elders of Ascalon
We thank the Most High who gave us the opportunity of fulfilling this pious deed, and granted to you
to take a share in it with us. We spent the money for the ransom of some of the captives, after due
consideration of the instructions contained in your letter, that is, we send what was available to those
who [had already been ransomed(?)]....
News still reaches us that among those who were redeemed from the Franks and remained in Ascalon,
some are in danger of dying of want. Others remained in captivity, and yet others were killed before
the eyes of the rest, who themselves were killed afterwards with all manner of tortures; [for the enemy
murdered them] in order to give vent to his anger on them. We did not hear of a single man
of Israel who was in such plight without exerting ourselves to do all that was in our power to save him.
The Most High has granted opportunities of relief and deliverance to individual fugitives, of which the
first and most perfect instance—after the compassion of Heaven—has been the presence in Ascalon
of the honourable shaykh 'Abu’ [-Fadl Sahl son of Yusha’ son of Shay’a (may God preserve him), an
agent of the Sultan (may God bestow glory upon his victories), whose influence is great in Alexandria
where his word is very much heeded. He arranged matters wisely and took great pain in securing the
ransom; but it would require a lengthy discourse to explain how he did it. But he could only ransom
some of the people and had to leave the others. In the end, all those who could be ransomed from them
[the Franks] were liberated, and only a few whom they kept remained in their hands, including a boy
of about eight years of age, and a man, known as [?] the son of the Tustari’s wife. It is reported that the
Franks urged the latter to embrace the Christian faith of his own free will and promised to treat him
well, but he told them, how could he become a Christian priest and be left in peace by them [the Jews],
who had disbursed on his behalf a great sum. Until this day these captives remain in their [Franks’]
hands; as well as those who were taken to Antioch, but these are few, and not counting those who
abjured their faith because they lost patience as it was not possible to ransom them, and because they
despaired of being permitted to go free.
We were not informed, praise be to the Most High, that the accursed ones who are called 'Ashkenazim
(Germans) violated or raped women, as did the others.
Now, among those who have reached safety are some who escaped on the second and third days
following the battle and left with the governor who was granted safe conduct; and others who, after
having been caught by the Franks, remained in their hands for some time and escaped in the end;
these are but few. The majority consists of those who were ransomed. To our sorrow, some of them
ended their lives under all kinds of suffering and affliction....
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Section III : Communal limitations

XI)Mishnah Gittin 4:6
Captives are not redeemed for more than 91 )NHT YT DY AN’ DMIAVN DX PTIY PN
their value, for the sake of the proper 0N PPN
ordering of society.
XII) Bavli Gittin 45a
1. The Gemara asks: Is the enactment that captives NPIN NN OND N0 NOYDN .1
may not be redeemed for more than their value NIIANT NPMT DWN - DOWN
instituted in order to prevent excessive financial 12939 NYT DIWN RNDTIN NN
burden upon the community, or in order to 19V NN
discourage captors from abducting additional Jews? NP NMITINDT:vn 2
2. Come and hear: Levi bar Darga redeemed his ANV NPT AN 1DYONA PNIIY
daughter for thirteen thousand gold dinars. NNIIT I NI INDY VAN DN L3
3. Abaye responded: Who is to say that he acted in N2 ROW NNPDYT 172y DIION
accordance with the will of the Sages? Perhaps he T2y ©05N
acted contrary to their ruling.

XIID) Rabbi Shaul Yisraeli, Amud HaYemini, no. 16.

From this perspective, it would appear that we must understand the State’s obligation regarding
prisoners of war in the following way. Since these soldiers went out to battle as agents of the state and
on its behalf, in order to defend the Jewish community in the Land of Israel, there exists an implicit—
though self-evident—commitment that the state must do whatever is within its power (within
reasonable limits that do not compromise overall national security) to secure their release should they
fall into captivity.

Just as the state has an obligation to provide for their medical treatment and rehabilitation in the event
of injury or disability, and to care for their families in the event, God forbid, that they are killed in
battle, so too it bears an obligation to take every possible action to bring about their release from
captivity.

Since whatever the state does in this regard derives from an obligation that it has undertaken in
exchange for their service, it is as though the soldiers are redeeming themselves. In such a case, as
explained above, there is no limitation, and therefore the enactment that »captives may not be
redeemed for more than their value” does not apply.



