
Who Are the People in Our Neighborhood? 
#1 Samaritans 

 
Shomer(on)im or Kutim? 

  .לארשיכ ןבורו לארשיכ םימעפ םיבכוכ ידבועכ םימעפ םיתוכ יכרד
The Samaritans in some of their ways resemble the Gentiles and in some 
resemble Israel, but in the majority they resemble Israel. (Masechet Kutim 1:1) 
 
Population: 
4th century CE 1 million 
12th century 2000 
16th century 200 
1919 150 
1948 250 
Today 950 
 
Our Story 
In the end, God removed Israel from the divine presence, as they had been warned 
through all God’s servants the prophets. So the Israelites were deported from their 
land to Assyria, as is still the case. The king of Assyria brought [people] from 
Babylon, Cuthah, Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim, and he settled them in the 
towns of Samaria in place of the Israelites; they took possession of Samaria and 
dwelt in its towns. When they first settled there, they did not worship God; so God 
sent lions against them that killed some of them. They said to the king of Assyria: 
“The nations that you deported and resettled in the towns of Samaria do not know 
the rules of the God of the land; therefore [that God] has let lions loose against 
them that are killing them—for they do not know the rules of the God of the land.” 
The king of Assyria gave an order: “Send there one of the priests whom you have 
deported; let him go and dwell there, and let him teach them the practices of the 
God of the land.” So one of the priests whom they had exiled from Samaria came 
and settled in Bethel; he taught them how to worship God. However, each nation 
continued to make its own gods and to set them up in the cult places that had been 
made by the people of Samaria; each nation [set them up] in the towns in which it 
lived. (Kings I 17) 
 
Gerizim VS  Shilo VS Moriah 
An Israelite may circumcise a Samaritan and a Samaritan can circumcise an 
Israelite. R. Judah said: A Samaritan may not circumcise an Israelite because he 
only circumcises him in the name of Mount Gerizim.  (Masechet Kutim 1:9) 
 
When may they be received into the Jewish community? When they have 
renounced Mount Gerizim and acknowledged Jerusalem and the resurrection of 
the dead. From then onwards one who robs a Samaritan is like one who robs an 
Israelite.  (Masechet Kutim 2:8) 



 
Alexander and the Samaritans 
The twenty-fifth of Tevet is the day of Mount Gerizim on which no mourning is 
permitted. It is the day on which the Kuttim demanded the House of our God from 
Alexander the Macedonian so as to destroy it, and he had given them the 
permission; whereupon some people came and informed Simon the Just. What 
did the latter do? He put on his priestly garments, robed himself in priestly 
garments, some of the noblemen of Israel went with him carrying fiery torches in 
their hands. They walked all night, some walking on one side and others on the 
other side, until the dawn rose. When the dawn rose he [Alexander] said to them 
[the Samaritans] Who are these? They answered: the Jews who have rebelled 
against you. As he reached Antipatris the sun shone forth and they met. When he 
saw Simon the Just, he descended from his carriage and bowed down before him. 
They said to him: A great king like yourself should bow down before this Jew? He 
answered: His image it is which wins for me in all my battles. He said to them: 
What have you come for? They said: Is it possible that star worshippers should 
mislead you to destroy the House where prayers are said for you and your kingdom 
that it never be destroyed! He said to them: Who are these? They said to him: 
These are Kuttim who stand before you. He said: They are delivered into your 
hand. At once they perforated their heels, tied them to the tails of their horses and 
dragged them over thorns and thistles until they came to Mount Gerizim, which 
they ploughed and planted with vetch, even as they had planned to do with the 
House of God. And that day they made a festive day. (Yoma 69a)  
 
The Samaritans and the Rabbis 
It was taught: Cuthean matzah is allowed, and one can use it to fulfill his obligation 
of matzah on Pesach. Rabbi Eliezer forbids it because they are not thoroughly 
versed in the minute details of the precepts. Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel says: every 
precept that the Cutheans have adopted, they observe it with minute care, even 
more than the Israelites. (Kiddushin 76a ) 
Initially, they would light torches After the Samaritans [Kutim] corrupted the Sages 
instituted that messengers should go out (Mishnah Rosh HaShanah 2:2) 
Why are Samaritans forbidden to enter the Jewish community? Because they have 
become mixed up with the priests of the high places. R. Ishmael said: They were 
originally genuine proselytes. Why, then, are they forbidden? Because of the 
illegitimate females and because they do not perform the levirate duty to a married 
woman. (Masechet Kutim 2:7) 
 
Essential Principles 

'ה ךב יתנמיא  
 
 םרמע ןב השמבו

ךדבע  
 
  השודקה הרותבו
 



 תיב םיזירג רהבו
לא  
םלשו םקנ םויבו   

I believe in God 
And in Moses ben Amram his servant 
And in the Holy Torah 
And in Mount Gerizim, the house of God 
And in Judgment Day 
 
Devarim 11:30 Are they not beyond the Jordan, behind the way of the going down 
of the sun, in the land of the Canaanites that dwell in the Arabah, over against 
Gilgal, beside the terebinths of Moreh?  
 
The Samaritan version of the Torah: 30 Are they not beyond the Jordan, behind 
the way of the going down of the sun, in the land of the Canaanites that dwell in 
the Arabah, over against Gilgal, beside the terebinths of Moreh opposite 
Shechem? 
 
Devarim 27: 4 And it shall be when ye are passed over the Jordan, that ye shall 
set up these stones, which I command you this day, in Mount Ebal, and thou shalt 
plaster them with plaster. 

 
The Samaritan version of the Torah:  4 And it shall be when ye are passed 
over the Jordan, that ye shall set up these stones, which I command you this 
day, in Mount Gerizim, and thou shalt plaster them with plaster 
 

)גכ :די םירבד( ם֒שָׁ וֹמ֣שְׁ ןכֵּ֣שַׁלְ ר֮חַבְִי־רשֶׁאֲ םוֹק֣מָּבַּ �יהֶ֗�אֱ הוָֹ֣הְי ׀ ינֵ֣פְלִ תָּ֞לְכַאְָו  
םש ומש תא ןכשל םיהולא רחב רשא םוקמב  
 

How to Interpret Halacha? 
 

ֹכבְּ שׁאֵ֔ וּר֣עֲבַתְ־א� ֹבשְֹׁמ ל֖ )ג:הל תומש(׃תבָּֽשַּׁהַ םוֹי֖בְּ םכֶ֑יתֵֽ  
)ט:ו םירבד( ׃�ירֶֽעָשְׁבִוּ �תֶ֖יבֵּ תוֹז֥זֻמְ־לעַ םתָּ֛בְתַכְוּ  

 
We’re Building a Sukkah 

ֹפּכַּ ר֙דָהָ ץעֵ֤ ירִ֨פְּ ןוֹשׁ֗ארִהָ םוֹיּ֣בַּ םכֶ֜לָ םתֶּ֨חְקַלְוּ ֹבעָ־ץעֵ ףנַ֥עֲַו םירִ֔מָתְּ ת֣  ינֵ֛פְלִ םתֶּ֗חְמַשְׂוּ לחַנָ֑־יבֵרְעְַו ת֖
)מ:גכ ארקיו( ׃םימִָֽי תעַ֥בְשִׁ םכֶ֖יהֵ�אֱ הוָֹ֥הְי  
ֹחבַּ גחָ֖בֶּ תוֹכּ֛סֻּבַּ לאֵ֧רָשְִׂי־יֽנֵבְ וּב֨שְֵׁי ר֩שֶׁאֲ השֶֹׁ֔מ־דַיבְּ הָ֙וֹהְי הוָּ֤צִ רשֶׁ֨אֲ הרָ֑וֹתּבַּ בוּת֣כָּ וּא֖צְמְִיּו  ׃יעִֽיבִשְּׁהַ שׁדֶ֥
͏לַ֣שָׁוּריבִוּ ם֮הֶירֵעָ־לכׇבְּ לוֹק֥ וּריבִ֨עֲַיְו וּעימִ֗שְַׁי רשֶׁ֣אֲַו  ןמֶשֶׁ֔ ץעֵ֣־ילֵעֲַו תִ֙יזַ֙־ילֵעֲ וּ֙איבִ֙הְָו רהָ֗הָ וּא֣צְ רֹ֒מאלֵ םִ
ֹבעָ ץעֵ֣ ילֵ֖עֲַו םירִ֔מָתְ ילֵ֣עֲַו ס֙דַהֲ ילֵ֤עֲַו ֹשׂעֲלַ ת֑ ֹכּסֻ ת֥ )וט-די:ח הימחנ( ׃בוּתֽכָּכַּ ת֖  

 
Korban Pesach 
The Paschal lamb was slaughtered in three groups, as it is stated: “And the 
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall slaughter it” (Exodus 12:6 . .  
The first group entered, and when the Temple courtyard became filled with them 
they closed the doors of the Temple courtyard.  (Mishnah Pesachim 5:5) 



 
Rav Ḥinnana said to him: But didn’t Rav Ḥinnana the Elder say that Rabbi Asi 
said that Rabbi Yoḥanan said: If there is an oven that one fired and swept, and 
one then roasted the Paschal lamb in it, this is not a fulfillment of the Torah’s 
command that the Paschal lamb must be roasted in fire, (Pesachim 75) 
 

One may not roast the Paschal lamb on the metal spit nor on a metal grill 
[askela]. How does one roast the Paschal lamb? One brings a spit [shappud] of 
pomegranate wood and thrusts it into the mouth of the lamb until it reaches its 
anus, and one then puts its legs and entrails inside it and roasts it all together; 
this is the statement of Rabbi Yosei HaGelili. (Pesachim 74) 

The priest who was closest to the altar would sprinkle a single sprinkling of blood 
against the base of the altar, (Mishnah Pesachim 5:6) 

When Was the Temple? 
 גי הימחנ )חכ( :תוֹיּבִאֲוֹמ תוֹיִּנמֳּעַ תוֹיּדִדֳּשְׁאַ םישִָׁנ וּבישִֹׁה םידִוּהְיּהַ תאֶ יתִיאִרָ םהֵהָ םימִָיּבַּ םגַּ )גכ(

:ילָעָמֵ וּהחֵירִבְאַָו יִנֹרֹחהַ טלַּבְַנסַלְ ןתָחָ לוֹדגָּהַ ןהֵֹכּהַ בישִָׁילְאֶ ןבֶּ עדָָיוֹי יֵנבְּמִוּ  

But the elders of Jerusalem being very uneasy that the brother of Jaddua the 
high priest, though married to a foreigner, , should be a partner with him in the 
high priesthood, so they commanded Manasseh to divorce his wife, or not to 
approach the altar, the high priest himself joining with the people in their 
indignation against his brother, and driving him away from the altar. Whereupon 
Manasseh came to his father-in-law, Sanballat, and told him, that although he 
loved his daughter Nicaso, yet was he not willing to be deprived of his sacerdotal 
dignity on her account, which was the principal dignity in their nation, and always 
continued in the same family.   

 And then Sanballat promised him not only to preserve to him the honor of his 
priesthood, but to procure for him the power and dignity of a high priest, and 
would make him governor of all the places he himself now ruled, if he would keep 
his daughter for his wife. He also told him further, that he would build him a 
temple like that at Jerusalem, upon Mount Gerizim  which is the highest of all the 
mountains that are in Samaria (Josephus Antiquities of the Jews, Book 11, 
Chapter 8 2)   
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