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THE SINS OF THE MIDBAR

By Rabbi Avrum M Kowalsky

The Sin of the Golden Calf
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Shemot:32

1. And the nation saw that Moshe was delayed from descending the mountain and the
nation gathered about Aharon and they said to him: “Arise and make for us a god
that will go before [lead] us for this Moshe, the man who led us up the Land of
Egypt, we do not know what happened to him.

2. Aharon said to them remove the gold rings that are in the ears of your wives, your
sons and daughters and bring them to me.

3. And all the nation removed the gold rings from their ears and they brought them to
Abharon.

4. And he took it from their hands \and bound it up in a cloth and fashioned it into a
molten calf and they said: “this is your god O’Israel that took you up [delivered
you] from Egypt”.

The Sin of the Spies
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Bamidbar 13

1. And Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying,

2. Send forth men, that they may search the Land of Canaan, which I give
to the children of Israel: one man of every tribe of their fathers shall you
send ....

3. And Moshe, by the commandment of Hashem, sent them from the
wilderness of Paran: all those men were heads of the children of Israel....
16. These are the names of the men that Moshe sent to reconnoiter the
Land. And Moshe called Hoshea the son of Nun, Yehoshua.

17. And Moshe sent them to search the Land of Canaan, ....

18. ... see the Land, what is its nature; and the people that dwell therein,
whether they are strong or weak, few or many.

19. And what is the Land that they dwell in, is it good or bad; and the
cities that they dwell in, whether in encampments [open], or in
strongholds [fortified walls].

20. And how is the Land, is it fertile or lean, are there trees there, or not.
And be strong and bring back of the fruit of the Land. Now the season
was the time of the first ripening of the grapes.

21. So, they went up, and searched the Land ....

25. And they returned from searching the Land after forty days....



27. And they reported to him and they said: “We came unto the Land
where you sent us, and surely it flows with milk and honey; and this is
its fruit.

28. But the people that dwell in the Land are strong, and the cities are
walled and greatly fortified, and moreover we saw the children of giants
there.

29. Amalek dwells in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the
Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the
Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by the coast of the Jordan.

30. And Calev stilled the people before Moshe, and said: “Let us surely
go up and inherit it; for we are well able to overcome it.

(Bamidbar Chap.23; emphasis added)
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Ramban: Bamidbar: 13:2

Here one may ask, if so, then Moshe himself sinned in this matter, for it
says: “And the matter found favor in my eyes” (Bamidbar 1:23). And
furthermore, why did he [Moses] instruct the spies to determine if the
Land was good or bad (v.19), when it was told to him [by Hashem] that
the Land was good and expansive? And, moreover, what wrong did the
spies commit? Moshe told them (v.18): “And see the Land, what is its
nature and the nation that dwells therein are they strong or weak, are
they few or many”. And he also said to them regarding their cities (v.19):
“are they like encampments [open] or are they strongholds”?; and under
the circumstances [of Moshe’s instructions] they were compelled to
respond to his inquiries. So, what was their trespass and what was their
sin when they reported [the truth of what they saw] to him (v.28), [stating
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in their report] “Nevertheless the people that dwell in the Land are
strong and the cities are fortified and great”? Did he send them there
with the understanding that they should bring back a false report?

And do not think that their sin consisted only in their statement that;
“The Land consumes its inhabitants”, for prior to their expression of this
statement, Calev was already quarrelling with [confronting] them.
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Ramban: Bamidbar, 13:27

(27) And it also flows with milk and honey: Since he [Moshe] instructed them
to see is the Land fertile or lean? They answered that it was fertile, and it
flows with milk and honey. And, as to his inquiry, “Does it have trees or
not?”, they answered with a demonstration of its fruit for that was what
he instructed them to show him. Now everything they answered was
true and in response to what was asked of them. And they were correct
in saying that the nation that dwells therein is strong and the cities are
fortified, as this was their duty to reply truthfully to those who sent them.
And so too, he instructed them [to determine] if the nation was strong or
weak, did they reside in open cities or strongholds?; but the wickedness
of the spies was in employing the word: “But or Nevertheless” which
implies something negative and beyond the capacity of the nation,
something the nation would not be able to accomplish....and behold they
told him: “The land is fat [fertile] and does flow with milk and honey
and the fruit is good, but it is impossible to conquer because the nation
is strong and the cities are very fortified and large and also the children
of the giants did we see there”.
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Bamidbar 13:29

Amalek dwells in the lands of the south, and the Hittite and the Jebusite
and the Amorites dwell in the mountains, and the Canaanites dwell by
the sea and near the Jordan.
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Shemos, Chapter 17

(8) And Amalek came and warred with Israel in Rephidim.

(9) And Moshe said to Yehoshua: “Select for us men and go forth and do
battle with Amalek; tomorrow I will stand on the peak of the hill
[overlooking the battleground] with the staff of the L-rd in my hand.
(10) And Yehoshua did as Moshe instructed him to wage war against
Amalek, and Moshe Aharon and Chur ascended to the top of the hill.
(11) And when Moshe lifted up his hands [in prayer], Israel was
ascendant on the battlefield and when his arms drooped [as he tired]
Amalek was ascendant on the battlefield.

(12) And Moshe’s arms grew heavy and they took a stone and placed it
beneath him, and he sat on it, and Aharon and Chur supported his arms,
one on this side and the other on the other side, and his hands were
raised in faithful prayer until sunset.

(13) And Yehoshua slew Amalek and its nation by the sword.
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Bamidbar: 16

(1) And Korach the son of Yitzhar, the son of Kehat, the son of Levi, took along
with datan and Aviram the sons of Aliav and Ohn the son of Pelet the sons of
Reuven.

(2) And they arose before Moshe together with two hundred fifty men of the
Children of Israel, princes of the assembly, those called to meet, men of repute.
(3) And they gathered about Moshe and Aharon and they said to them: “Enough
for you! For the entire assembly are all holy and G-d is in the midst and why do
you exalt yourselves over the assembly of G-d?”....

(13) “Is it not enough that you brought us up from a land flowing with milk and
honey to cause us to die in the wilderness but you [also] seek to lord it over us
and even to dominate us further”.
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Bamidbar:20

(7) And G-d spoke to Moshe saying.
(8) Take the staff and gather together the assembly, yMoshe raised his ou and
Aharon, your brother and speak to the rock before their eyes and it will give
forth its waters and draw for them water and give the assembled and their
cattle water.
(9) Moshe took the staff from before Hashem as he was commanded.
(10) And Moshe and Aharon gathered the assembly before the face of the rock
and they said to them: “ hearken you rebellious ones; from this rock will we
extract water for you?”
(11) Moshe raised his hand and he struck the rock with his staff twice and great
amounts of water came forth and he gave the assembly and their cattle to drink.
(12) And Hashem said to Moshe and Aharon: “because you did not trust in Me
to sanctify Me before the eyes of the Children of Israel, therefore, you will not
bring this assembly to the land that I gave them”.
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Devarim: 1:37

Also, with me did G-d get angry because of you saying: “You too

will not be come there”.

Devarim: 3:36

And G-d grew angry with me on your account and He did not listen to me, and He said
to me desist do not speak more of this to Me.



