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Ruth 1:1-6: Loyalty & Treason
Rabbi Moshe Shulman
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Baba Batra 91b

And why were they named Mahlon and Chilion? Mahlon (halal-
profane) because they profaned their bodies. Chilion (kalah-destroyed)
because they were judged worthy of destruction.

Ruth Rabbah 2
Mahlon - because they were completely wiped out (nimchu), and Chilion
- because they were completely destroyed (kalu) from the world.

Rashi Ruth 1:1

and a man went: He was a very wealthy man and was the sustainer of
the generation. And he left from the Land of Israel to outside of the Land
because of stinginess, as he was stingy with poor people that would
pressure him [to support them]. Therefore was he punished.

Baba Batra 91a

Our Rabbis taught: It is not permitted to go forth from Eretz Yisrael to a
foreign country unless two seahs are sold for one selah. R. Shimon said:
this is permitted only when one cannot find [anything] to buy, but when
one is able to find something to buy, even if one seah costs a selah, one
must not depart.

And Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai would likewise say: Elimelech and his
sons Mahlon and Chilion were prominent members of their generation
and were leaders of their generation. And for what reason were they
punished? Because they left the land of Israel to go outside it, as it is
stated: “And all the city was astir concerning them, and the women said:
Is this Naomi?” (Ruth 1:19).: What is the meaning of the phrase: “Is this
Naomi”? Rabbi Yitzhak says: they said: Have you seen what befell
Naomi, who left Eretz Yisrael for outside it?

Ruth Rabba 1

But is it not taught: During a time of pestilence, a time of war, gather
everyone inside, but during a time of famine, scatter? Why was
Elimelekh punished? It is because he sank the hearts of Israel.
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Ramban Breishit 12:10

Also his going out from the land - of which he had been commanded at
the beginning - due to famine was a transgression that he committed,
because Elohim would have saved him from dying (even) in a famine.
And because of this deed it was decreed that his seed would be in exile
in Egypt under the hand of Pharaoh.

Breishit Rabbah 41

AND LOT JOURNEYED EAST (MI-KEDEM): He betook himself from
the Ancient (kadmon) of the world, saying, | want neither Abraham nor
his God.

Breishit Rabbah 38

“It was as they traveled from the east [mikedem]” — did they travel from
the east to go to the east? Rabbi Elazar ben Rabbi Shimon said: They
transported themselves away from the ancient One [mikadmono] of the
world. They said: “We want neither Him nor His divinity.’
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Rashi Breishit 38:1

And it came to pass at that time... (Gen. 38:1) Why is this section placed
here thus interrupting the section dealing with the history of Joseph? To
teach that his brothers degraded him from his high position. When they
saw their father’s grief they said: You told us to sell him. If you had told
us to send him back to his father we would also have obeyed you.

Breishit 42:37
And Reuben spoke to his father, saying, Slay my two sons, if | bring him
not to you; deliver him into my hand, and | will bring him to you again.

Rashi Breishit 42:38

05Ny 1171 89 MY SON SHALL NOT GO DOWN WITH YOU — He
did not accept Reuben’s offer. He said, “What a fool is this oldest son of
mine! He suggests that | should kill his sons. Are they his only and not
mine also?” (Genesis Rabbah 91:9)
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Tzephania 2:9

Therefore as | live, says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, Surely
Moab shall be like Sodom, and the Ammonites like Gomorrah, the
breeding place of nettles, and salt pits, and a desolation for ever; the
remnant of my people shall plunder them, and the survivors of my people
shall possess them.

Isaiah 15:5

My heart shall cry out for Moab; his fugitives shall flee to Zoar, a heifer
of three years old; for by the ascent of Luhith with weeping shall they go
up; for in the way of Horonaim they shall raise up a cry of destruction.
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Deut 23

4. An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the congregation of the
Lord; to their tenth generation shall they not enter into the congregation
of the Lord forever; 5. Because they met you not with bread and with
water in the way, when you came out of Egypt; and because they hired
against you Balaam the son of Beor of Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse
you.

Ezekiel 15:49

Behold, this was the iniquity of your sister Sodom: pride, surfeit of
bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters; and
she did not strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.

Rambam Kings 5:9

It is forbidden to leave Israel to a foreign country forever, with the
exception of leaving to study Torah, to get married, or to save a Jew from
the hands of idolaters, and he should immediately return. So too may a
person leave for livelihood. ... And even though it is permissible to
leave, it is not praiseworthy, for Mahlon and Chilion were two of the
great leaders of the generations, and left Israel because of great
suffering, and were destroyed by the Almighty.

Tanchuma Behar 8

. From whom have you learned it? From Naomi, her sons, and
Elimelech, who was the head of < his > generation. When famine came,
what did he do? He left the land of Israel and went to the land of Moab.
Now the Holy One was angry with him because he was prince (nasi) of
< his > generation. The Holy One said to him: If my children had acted
like this, they would have left the land of Israel a wilderness. What is
written there (in Ruth 1:3)? THEN NAOMI'S HUSBAND ELIMELECH
DIED, but his sons did not learn from their father to return to the land of
Israel. And what did they do in addition? (According to vs. 4) THEY
TOOK MOABITE WIVES FOR THEMSELVES, whom they neither
converted nor emmersed <in a mikvah>...
AND THEY LIVED THERE ABOUT TEN YEARS. All those ten years
(in Moab) the Holy One had been warning them. When he saw that they
did not repent, he began to raise his hand against their camels and against
their cattle; but they did not return. When he saw that they did not repent
(literally: return in repentance), immediately (in vs. 5): BOTH OF
THEM, MAHLON AND CHILION, ALSO DIED.
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Baba Batra 15b

Rabbi Yohanan says: What is the meaning of “And it happened in the
days of the judging of the Judges” (Ruth 1:1)? A generation that judged
its judges. If he would say ‘Remove the splinter from between your eyes’
he would respond: ‘Remove the beam from between your eyes.’

Baba Batra 91a
Rabbah, son of R. Huna, said in the name of Rab: Ibzan is Boaz.

Judges 12
8. And after him lIbzan of Beth-Lehem judged Israel. 9. And he had thirty

sons, and thirty daughters, whom he sent abroad, and took in thirty daughters
from abroad for his sons. And he judged Israel seven years. 10. Then died
Ibzan, and was buried at Beth-Lehem.

Judges 10
3. And after him arose Jair, a Gileadite, and judged Israel twenty two years.

4. And he had thirty sons who rode on thirty donkeys, and they had thirty
cities, which are called Havoth-Jair to this day, which are in the land of
Gilead. 5. And Jair died, and was buried in Camon.

6. And the people of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord, and served
Baalim, and the Ashtaroth, and the gods of Aram, and the gods of Sidon, and
the gods of Moab, and the gods of the Ammonites, and the gods of the
Philistines, and forsook the Lord, and did not serve him. 7. And the anger of
the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he sold them into the hands of the
Philistines, and into the hands of the sons of Ammon. 8. And that year they
troubled and oppressed the people of Israel; eighteen years, all the people of
Israel who were on the other side of the Jordan in the land of the Amorites,
which is in Gilead. 9. And the Ammonites passed over the Jordan to fight
also against Judah, and against Benjamin, and against the house of Ephraim;
so that Israel was very distressed. 10. And the people of Israel cried to the
Lord, saying, We have sinned against you, because we have forsaken our
God, and also served the Baalim.

11. And the Lord said to the people of Israel, Did | not save you from the
Egyptians, and from the Amorites, from the Ammonites, and from the
Philistines? 12. The Sidonians also, and the Amalekites, and the Maonites,
oppressed you; and you cried to me, and | saved you from their hand. 13. Yet
you have forsaken me, and served other gods; therefore | will save you no
more. 14. Go and cry to the gods which you have chosen; let them save you
in the time of your tribulation. 15. And the people of Israel said to the Lord,
We have sinned; do to us whatever seems good to you; save us only, we pray
you, this day.

Judges 11
12. And Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the Ammonites, saying,

What have you to do with me, that you come against me to fight in my land?
13. And the king of the Ammonites answered to the messengers of Jephthah,
Because Israel took away my land, when they came up from Egypt, from
Arnon to Jabbok, and to the Jordan; now therefore give back those lands
peacefully. 14. And Jephthah sent messengers again to the king of the
Ammonites; 15. And said to him, Thus said Jephthah, Israel did not take
away the land of Moab, nor the land of the Ammonites; 16. But when Israel
came up from Egypt, and walked through the wilderness to the Red Sea, and
came to Kadesh; 17. Then Israel sent messengers to the king of Edom,
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saying, Let me, | beseech you, pass through your land; but the king of Edom
would not listen to it. And in like manner they sent to the king of Moab; but
he would not consent; and Israel stayed in Kadesh. 18. Then they went along
through the wilderness, and around the land of Edom, and the land of Moab,
and came by the east side of the land of Moab, and camped on the other side
of Arnon, but came not within the border of Moab; for Arnon was the border
of Moab. 19. And Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, the
king of Heshbon; and Israel said to him, Let us pass, we beseech you, through
your land into my place. 20. But Sihon trusted not Israel to pass through his
border; but Sihon gathered all his people together, and camped in Jahaz, and
fought against Israel. 21. And the Lord God of Israel delivered Sihon and all
his people to the hand of Israel, and they defeated them; so Israel possessed
all the land of the Amorites, the inhabitants of that country. 22. And they
possessed all the borders of the Amorites, from Arnon to Jabbok, and from
the wilderness to the Jordan. 23. So now the Lord God of Israel has
dispossessed the Amorites from before his people Israel, and should you
possess it? 24. Will not you possess that which Kemosh your god gives to
you to possess? So whoever the Lord our God shall drive out from before us,
them will we possess. 25. And now are you any better than Balak the son of
Zippor, king of Moab? Did he ever strive against Israel, or did he ever fight
against them, 26. While Israel lived in Heshbon and her towns, and in Aroer
and her towns, and in all the cities that are along the borders of Arnon, for
three hundred years? Why therefore did you not recover them during that
time? 27. Therefore | have not sinned against you, but you do me wrong to
war against me; the Lord the Judge be judge this day between the people of
Israel and the Ammonites. 28. And the king of the Ammonites listened not
to the words of Jephthah which he sent him.

Nechemia 9

(36) Today we are slaves, and the land that You gave our fathers to enjoy
its fruit and bounty—here we are slaves on it! (37) It yields its abundant
crops to kings whom You have set over us because of our sons. They
rule over our bodies and our beasts as they please, and we are in great
distress.
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