How Many Plagues
Were There?
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Rabbi Joseph ibn Kaspi (1280-1345)
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| don’t see it as necessary to say
there were precisely ten plagues,
as some of the ancients said. From
my perspective, a precise number
of ten, or more, or less are all
possible. The Torah never
mentions a specific number.
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Where Did the Number 10
Come From?



And everything happened

Book of according to Your word, ten
Jubilees great and cruel judgments came
(second on the land of Egypt so that You
century BCE) might execute vengeance upon
it for Israel.
/
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Mishnah Avot 5
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God brought ten plagues on the
Egyptians in Egypt, and
another ten at the Sea [of Reeds].

Our ancestors tested

God ten times in the wilderness,
as it is written (Num 14:22), “They
tested Me these ten times and did
not hearken to My voice.”
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Rashi: “Ten Times”— twice at the Red
Sea, twice in the case of the
"Manna", twice in the case of the
"quails" etc., as is to be found in the
Treatise Arakhin (15a).

Rashbam: TEN TIMES: I.e. many

[times]
should
verses
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. So also [the number ten

not be taken literally in the
(Gen. 31:7) “[changing my
ten [i.e. many] times” or (Lev.

26:26) “ten [i.e. many] women shall
bake” or (Job 19:3) “you humiliated
me ten [i.e. many] times.”



Where Did the Haggadah
“Find” the Number 107




Devarim 26:8

VAT NPTR T'2 DIYAN N IRYP
.D'N9N NINNQT 773 X1 NHL)

DAY - "NPTn T NK T

"772 X" 0 - "Ny yard”
,0'MY - "NIiNRA" ,0'NY -

. NiDN WYY 17X .0'AY - "D'nonat”

The LORD freed us from Egypt by
a mighty hand, by an outstretched
arm and awesome power, and by
signs and portents. . ..

Another interpretation: “by a
mighty hand” —two; “by an
outstretched arm”—two; “and
awesome power”—two, “and by
signs” —two; “and by portents” —
two. These are the ten plagues. ..



The Haggadah’ famous mnemonic
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Rabbi Yehudah provided a
mnemonic [based on the
first letter of the name of
each plague]: DeTZaKh,
‘aDaSH Be’aHaB.



Are Rabbi Yehudah's three
“groups” significant?




Midrash Lekah Tov (11t/12t™ century)
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Know that the Blessed Holy One
brought lice [plague number 3] on
them [the Egyptians] without
warning, and so also the plague of
boils [number 6] and of darkness
[number 9].... | wondered why
specifically these three came without
a warning; God warned for two
plagues but not for the third [in each
unit of three]. This pattern is
reflected in Rabbi Yehudah's
mnemonic, DeTZakKh, ‘aDaSH
Be’aHaB.



Lekah Tov’s answer
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This conforms to the principle
taught in the Mishnah
(Sanhedrin 9:5), “If a person
was flogged [as punishment
for a sin] and then repeats
that same sin, the court
places him in a vaulted
chamber and feeds him
barley until his stomach
ruptures.”



Ramban (1195-1270)
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Midrash Tanhuma
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Rashbam (c. 1080-c. 1160):
A Literary Explanation?
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Moses would warn Pharaoh for two
plagues and then for the third one
he would not warn him. That order
continues throughout the plagues.
Each third plague has no warning.
For the plagues of "blood" and
"frogs" Moses provided warnings; for
"lice" he did not. For the plagues of
"wolves" and "pestilence" Moses
provided warnings; for "boils" he did
not. For the plagues of "hail" and
"locust"” Moses provided warnings;
for "darkness" he did not.



Naftali Herz Wessely (1725-1805)
as summarized by Shadal (1800-1865)
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| think it fitting to cite here the
opinion of R. Naphtali Herz Wessely
regarding the plagues of Egﬁpt: All
the plagues that God brought upon
the Egyptians can be divided into
four classes of three plagues each, as
follows. The first class consists of the
tanin, blood, and frogs; the second —
lice, mixture (gof beasts or insects],
and fatality [dever, i.e., pestilence];
the third — boils, hail, and locusts;
and the fourth — darkness, striking of
’ghe firstborn, and splitting of the Red
ea.



Unit 1: Attacking the Nile

Aaron’s staff turns into a tanin, which throughout the Bible is a creature

that lives in water. It thus portends the two “real” plagues connected to
the Nile that followed:

1. Tanin (Exod 7:8-13)
2. Blood (Exod 7:14-25)
3. Frogs (Exod 7:26—8:11)



Unit 2: Animals

The nuisance plague of lice portends two “real” plagues related to
other living beings:

4. Lice (Exod 8:12-15)
5. ‘Arov (Exod 8:16-20)
6. Pestilence (Exod 9:1-7)



Unit 3: Food

When Moses and Aaron throw handfuls of soot from the kiln toward
the heavens, it turns into boils when it comes down (9:8—10). This
portends the two plagues that descend from above and attack Egypt’s
food supply:

7. Boils (Exod 9:8—-12)
8. Hail (Exod 9:13-35)
9. Locust (Exod 10:1-20)



Unit 4: Death

The ominous plague of darkness, often a symbol for death,
foreshadows the deadly plagues that follow:

10. Darkness (Exod 10:21-23)
11. Death of Firstborns (Exod 11:4—-8 and 12:29-36)
12. Drowning in the Red Sea (Exod 14:26—-31)



Back to the list of
plagues in Psalm

/3




n"'yv 0°9%n

AINN 7Y YT X 10211219 ([Nt 1012%Y! 12TA 1INdn! nnRd
I'M9IMNI I'NINK DI¥N2 DYIYN XTI DT YK DI IT DX 2T Y
D7ON'1 10V DDA N7Y! IH'MY!T72 DR'ZTI DRMIR! DT7 390! [U¥"NTYa
D)9A TI22 AT :NAIN7 DY D'HA! 7'0N7 (N1 :DN'NYRA] YTI9¥

OX [INN0 D2~N7Y!' :0'9¥N7 DNZNY D'V TIA7 120 :7NIN2 DNyl
NN AYN~N7 19X7 1'N) 079! 10'WY XM NNZYN "Y1 DYTI QY
DNT'INR DR 'YK DYNL 1DA772 7 A0 12T7 DINN| DY9)
DRI ITND N71 NV DN N2TAL YTYD DAY MY [NXD VOl
NXI1TND N71 NVQT7 DNY'L N2TAQ TYD DANA'L INY [NXD YO'l :D'D NOD
:D'N NOI DN'AIN



DI' 702 0'wTNNNN NIVYON
https://alhatorah.org/Patte

rns in the Plagues/5#RNH

WesselyRuachChenl1?2



https://alhatorah.org/Patterns_in_the_Plagues/5#RNHWesselyRuachChen12
https://alhatorah.org/Patterns_in_the_Plagues/5#RNHWesselyRuachChen12
https://alhatorah.org/Patterns_in_the_Plagues/5#RNHWesselyRuachChen12
https://alhatorah.org/Patterns_in_the_Plagues/5#RNHWesselyRuachChen12
https://alhatorah.org/Patterns_in_the_Plagues/5#RNHWesselyRuachChen12
https://alhatorah.org/Patterns_in_the_Plagues/5#RNHWesselyRuachChen12

	Slide 1: How Many Plagues Were There?
	Slide 2: The ten?
	Slide 3: Rabbi Joseph ibn Kaspi (1280-1345)
	Slide 4: תהילים ע"ח
	Slide 5: Where Did the Number 10 Come From?
	Slide 6: Book of Jubilees (second century BCE)
	Slide 7: Mishnah Avot 5
	Slide 8: Bemidbar 14:22: וַיְנַסּוּ אֹתִי זֶה עֶשֶׂר פְּעָמִים
	Slide 9: Where Did the Haggadah “Find” the Number 10?
	Slide 10: Devarim 26:8
	Slide 11: A The Haggadah’s famous mnemonic  (with some pre-history…)
	Slide 12: Are Rabbi Yehudah’s three “groups” significant?
	Slide 13: Midrash Lekah Tov (11th/12th century)
	Slide 14: Lekah Tov’s answer
	Slide 15: Ramban (1195-1270)
	Slide 16: Midrash Tanhuma
	Slide 17: Rashbam (c. 1080-c. 1160):  A Literary Explanation?
	Slide 18: Naftali Herz Wessely (1725-1805) as summarized by Shadal (1800-1865)
	Slide 19: Unit 1: Attacking the Nile
	Slide 20: Unit 2: Animals
	Slide 21: Unit 3: Food
	Slide 22: Unit 4: Death
	Slide 23: Back to the list of plagues in Psalm 78
	Slide 24: תהילים ע"ח
	Slide 25: הפשטות המתחדשים בכל יום https://alhatorah.org/Patterns_in_the_Plagues/5#RNHWesselyRuachChen12

