Pinchas: Jeremiah 1:1-2:3

(1 Kings 18:46-19:21)

The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of the
priests at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin. The
word of the LORD came to him in the days of King
Josiah son of Amon of Judah, in the thirteenth year
of his reign, and throughout the days of King
Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, and until the end
of the eleventh year of King Zedekiah son of Josiah
of Judah, when Jerusalem went into exile in the
fifth month.
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The word of the LORD came to me: Before | created
you in the womb, | selected you; Before you were
born, | consecrated you; | appointed you a prophet
concerning the nations. | replied: Ah, Lord GOD! |
don’t know how to speak, For | am still a boy. And

the LORD said to me: _, “I'am still a boy,”
But go wherever | send you And speak whatever |

command you. _ of them, For | am with
you to deliver you —declares the LORD. The LORD
put out His hand and touched my mouth, and the
LORD said to me: Herewith | put My words into
your mouth. See, | appoint you this day Over
nations and kingdoms:

, To build and to plant.
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It is a fundamental part of religion to acknowledge that God bestows prophecy upon the sons
of men. But prophecy does not descend save upon a wise man, eminent in wisdom, of sterling
character, never subdued by worldly passion, but conquering it by an ever-present willpower,
broadminded and settled to the highest degree.
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The great sage Maimonides wrote that this 2" M 92 Awn 1 MmN oomm
is the case with every prophet. He cannot 19 VAR R ;R Y 122y N1 0 21Nd
[prophesy] without a natural disposition MPX P YAV 110N NYan
(hakhana tiv’it) in his essential being, with MIN5NNN DY RIS N2 Y
which he can aspire to prophecy through

training (hitlamdut). Y2V 991 NNON Y3 ROR 7253 Nt M
Moreover, every wisdom and natural trait in which a NYP 1Y W12 921 RINY DRI WV
person excels, he must have some predisposition DY N2 92 N¥N IPYA 12 11N
towards it, which improves along with training. MTRYAAN
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| cried, “Woe is me; | am lost! For | am a man of RNV WIR I ’J‘VDTJ D "7 MR ﬂnm
unclean lips And | live among a people Of unclean DNavY NDU DY 7IN2 7238 D’nQU
lips; Yet my own eyes have beheld The King LORD of nINaY “ﬁ’ 19PN %D JU“’ IR
Hosts.” Then one of the seraphs flew over to me with D’QWU‘I m 'mN N awn ”3’3’ 1N‘1
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“Now that this has touched your lips, Your guilt shall ‘[DNDm 'IJW ™ ‘[’DDU '739 N
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the voice of my Lord saying, “Whom shall | send? ”mbu

Who will go for us?” And | said, “Here am [; send me.”
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Young Samuel was in the service of the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD

was rare; prophecy was not widespread.
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For | am a youth: | am not worthy to reprove them. Moses reproved them shortly before his
death, when he was already esteemed in their eyes through the many miracles that he had
performed for them. He had taken them out of Egypt, split the Reed Sea for them, brought
down the manna, caused the quails to fly, given them the Torah, brought up the well. Can |

come to reprove them at the start of my mission?

The word of the LORD came to me: What do you
see, Jeremiah? | replied: | see a branch of an
almond tree. The LORD said to me: You have seen
right, For | am watchful to bring My word to pass.
And the word of the LORD came to me a second
time: What do you see? | replied: | see a steaming
pot, Tipped away from the north. And the LORD
said to me: From the north shall disaster break
loose Upon all the inhabitants of the land! For | am
summoning all the peoples Of the kingdoms of the
north —declares the LORD. They shall come, and
shall each set up a throne Before the gates of
Jerusalem, Against its walls roundabout, And
against all the towns of Judah. And | will argue My
case against them For all their wickedness: They
have forsaken Me And sacrificed to other gods And
worshiped the works of their hands.
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So you, gird up your loins, Arise and speak to them
All that | command you. Do not break down before

day A fortified city, And an iron pillar, And bronze
walls Against the whole land— Against Judah’s
kings and officers, And against its priests and
citizens. They will attack you, But they shall not
overcome you; For | am with you—declares the
LORD—to save you.

them, Lest | break you before them. | make you this
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First Scripture said “against the whole land,” and then it specified “against Judah’s kings and
officers.” Meaning, but you will be to them as a fortress they could not take. Just as no one can
conquer a fortress, certainly if its walls are made of copper. And its comparison with “an iron
pillar” means that no one can bend it or break it.

The word of the LORD came to me, saying, Go (2) :IhRY HN P12 727 0N (R)
proclaim to Jerusalem: Thus said the LORD: | N9 RY vaﬁ’ ’JTN:I nRI? 90
accounted to your favor The devotion of your NINR 7779Y) 70N '['7 7m:r PP INN
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—declares the LORD.
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Go and prophesy before the people of Jerusalem saying: Thus says the Lord. | recall your
goodness of the days of yore, the love of your ancestors who trusted My word and followed
after My two messengers, Moses and Aaron, in the desert for 40 years with no provisions. in a
land that was not cultivated.

'2:'2 9707 11YN IR D™aYN

DYIR 1YY 1NN MMAND 1Y 1Y NYRN 92T 1aNNN NYNN ANTH — PP TON TP NI
1728 N22Y MR ND%ON DYVIA AN PYY NI ,PININ RN TNR WIRI 1NN NDIINY
72N 1Y IRYN 12 NINRN T"NRY ,INY NINNNM 12 NV NPT I"NRY,TON 1Y NV

.15 "M Y0 IWRY 72THN YR AR

First of all, Scripture compares the attachment of the divine word and His people to the
attachment of a bride and a groom a fiance and a fiancee, describing it as though a man had
come at a great distance and the beautiful daughter of a wealthy man brought him into her
father's home and treated him well. Subsequently, she grew attached to him and they got
married; afterwards, she put her trust in him and they left her father's house, and went to
wherever in the wilderness he chose to go.



