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Parshat Tazria & Circumecision
Its Like Déja va All Over Again
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| assign the land you sojourn into you and your offspring to come, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting
holding. I will be their God”. God further said to Abraham, “As for you, you and your offspring to come
throughout the ages shall keep My covenant. Such shall be the covenant between Me and you and your
offspring to follow which you shall keep: every male among you shall be circumcised. You shall circumcise
the flesh of your foreskin, and that shall be the sign of the covenant between Me and you. And throughout
the generations, every male among you shall be circumcised at the age of eight days. As for the homeborn
slave and the one bought from an outsider who is not of your offspring, they must be circumcised,
homeborn and purchased alike. Thus shall My covenant be marked in your flesh as an everlasting pact.
And if any male who is uncircumcised fails to circumcise the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut
off from kin; he has broken My covenant.”
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G-d spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the Israelite people thus: When a woman at childbirth* bears a
male, she shall be impure seven days; she shall be impure as at the time of her condition of menstrual
separation On the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.
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Adam, the first man, was commanded with six commandments: 1) idolatry, 2) “blessing” (euphemistically)
the Name (of G-d), 3) murder, 4) illicit sexual relations, 5) thievery and, 6) establishing a system of justice.
Even though all of these have been received as a Tradition from Moses our Teacher and we can
understand the rationale for them, nevertheless, from (verses in) the Torah (we learn that) it was these
that they were commanded. A seventh commandment forbidding the eating of a limb torn from a live
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animal was added for Noah, as it says, “Even flesh, life is in the blood, do not eat of it” (Genesis 9:4). These
commandments were universally applicable - until Abraham. With Abraham, circumcision was also
commanded and he prayed Shacharis (the Morning Prayer). Isaac separated out a tithe and added another
prayer in the afternoon and, with Jacob, the prohibition against eating the sciatic nerve was added, as was
the Maariv (Evening) Prayer. In Egypt, Amram was commanded with other precepts and, with Moses our
Teacher, the Torah was completed.
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And pay attention to the fundamental principles that is expressed in this Mishna, and this what is said
‘from Sinai it is prohibited’. For you have been shown to know that everything that we distance ourselves
from or do today, we only do it because we were commanded by Moshe our teacher... For example, that
which we do not eat a limb from a living animal, this is not because G-d prohibited it to Noah, rather
because Moshe prohibited upon us the limb from a living animal as he commanded at Sinai... and similarly,
we do not circumcise ourselves due to the fact that Avraham our father circumcised himself and his
household, rather because G-d commanded us through Moshe our teacher that we should circumcise, as
did Moshe. And similarly, by the sciatic nerve, we do not follow the prohibition of Yaakov our father,
rather the commandments of Moshe our teacher. This you see what it says: 613 commandments were
said to Moshe at Sinai, and all of these are amongst them.
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Rabbi Yosei, son of Rabbi Hanina, says: Any mitzva that was first stated with regard to the descendants of
Noah and was repeated at Sinai was stated for this group and for that group, i.e., it applies to both gentiles
and Jews. But a mitzva that was stated with regard to the descendants of Noah and was not repeated at
Sinai among the mitzvot given to the Jewish people was stated for the Jewish people and not for the
descendants of Noah. ...

The Gemara asks: But isn’t there the mitzva of circumcision, which was stated with regard to descendants
of Noah, i.e., Abraham and his descendants, who had the status of descendants of Noah at that time? As
it is written that God said to Abraham with regard to the mitzva of circumcision: “And as for you, you shall
keep My covenant, you and your offspring after you, throughout their generations” (Genesis 17:9). And it
was repeated at Sinai for the Jewish people: “And on the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be
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circumcised” (Leviticus 12:3), and nevertheless it was stated for the Jewish people alone and not for the
descendants of Noah.

The Gemara answers: That verse stated at Sinai is not necessary for the mitzva itself, but rather it comes
to permit circumcision on Shabbat. It is derived from the phrase “on the eighth day” that circumcision
must always be performed on the eight day, and this is the halakha even if it falls on Shabbat. Therefore
the mitzva is not considered to have been repeated at Mount Sinai. ...

If you wish, say that there is another explanation for the fact that the mitzva of circumcision does not
apply to the descendants of Noah despite the fact that it was repeated for the Jewish people: From the
outset, it was Abraham, and not all the descendants of Noah, that the Merciful One commanded to
perform this mitzva; as He said to him: “And as for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your offspring
after you, throughout their generations” (Genesis 17:9). The Gemara infers: “You and your offspring,” yes;
another person, no.
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“Any commandment the father has to fulfill towards his son,” etc. “To circumcise him, to redeem him, to
teach him Torah, to teach him a trade, and to marry him to a wife. Rebbi Agiba says, also to teach him to
swim in water.” To circumcise him, “on the eighth day, he shall circumcise the flesh of his foreskin.”
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The baraita teaches that a father is obligated to circumcise his son. The Gemara asks: From where do we
derive this? The Gemara answers that this is as it is written: “And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac”
(Genesis 21:4).
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That is that He commanded us to circumcise a boy. And that is His, may He be exalted, saying to Avraham,
"every male among you shall be circumcised" (Genesis 17:10) - and, after it, that whoever negates this
commandment is liable for excision.
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To circumcise a boy, as it say “And on the eight day you shall circumcise the flesh of his foreskin.
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At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and proceed with a second circumcision of the
Israelites.”
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Rabba bar Yitzhak said that Rav said: The mitzva of uncovering the corona during circumcision was not
given to our Patriarch Abraham. The command given to Avraham included only the mitzva of circumcision
itself, i.e., the removal of the foreskin, but not the uncovering of the corona, i.e., the folding back of the
thin membrane that lies under the foreskin. As it is stated: “At that time the Lord said to Joshua: Make
yourself knives of flint, and circumcise again the children of Israel a second time” (Joshua 5:2). Why was
it necessary to circumcise them? Apparently, it is because before the Torah was given on Mount Sinai,
some of them had been circumcised in the manner of Abraham, without uncovering the corona, and
therefore they needed to be circumcised a second time in accordance with the Torah law that requires
uncovering the corona.

The Gemara asks: How may it be inferred that those who were already circumcised required a second
circumcision? Perhaps the verse is referring to those who had not been circumcised at all, as it is written:
“For all the people who came out were circumcised; but all the people who were born in the
wilderness...had not been circumcised” (Joshua 5:5)?

The Gemara responds: If so, that it was only those who had never been circumcised who required
circumcision, what is the meaning of “circumcise again,” which indicates that they had to be circumcised
a second time? Rather, is it not referring to uncovering the corona? And what is the meaning of “a second
time,” stated in the same verse? This phrase appears redundant, as the verse already stated: “Circumcise
again.”

The Gemara explains: It comes to equate the end of circumcision, when it is necessary to circumcise a
second time in order to correct an improperly performed circumcision, with the beginning of circumcision:
Just as an incomplete performance at the beginning of circumcision invalidates the circumcision, so too,
incomplete performance at the end of circumcision, i.e., the foreskin not being fully removed, invalidates
the circumcision.
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But was it not stated that ten commandments were given at Marah [and therefore the first of the Ten
Commandments at Sinai was not considered the first mitzvah given] — And that which [the Gemara] does
not bring from those mitzvot that were explicitly stated [before Sinai] such as circumcision to Avraham
and spilling blood, as it is stated spilling blood of man and illicit relations, this is because here [by Marah]
it was commanded to Yisrael while there it was to Bnei Noach.
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Itis a positive command upon all men of Israel that they should circumcise their son, and it is greater than
the rest of the positive commandments, for it has the punishment of kareit, as well as that thirteen
covenants were made upon it in the section of circumcision. And Avraham was not considered complete
until he was cicumsized, and from the merit there was the covenant upon the giving of the land.



