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1. Exodus 25:8

(8) And let them make Me a sanctuary that I
may dwell among them.

2. Exodus 39:32-43

(32) Thus was completed all the work of the
Tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting. The
Israelites did so; just as N' had commanded
Moses, so they did. (33) Then they brought the
Tabernacle to Moses, with the Tent and all its
furnishings: its clasps, its planks, its bars, its
posts, and its sockets; (34) the covering of
tanned ram skins, the covering of dolphin
skins, and the curtain for the screen; (35) the
Ark of the Pact and its poles, and the cover; (36)
the table and all its utensils, and the bread of
display; (37) the pure lampstand, its
lamps—Ilamps in due order—and all its
fittings, and the oil for lighting; (38) the altar of
gold, the oil for anointing, the aromatic
incense, and the screen for the entrance of the
Tent; (39) the copper altar with its copper
grating, its poles and all its utensils, and the
laver and its stand; (40) the hangings of the
enclosure, its posts and its sockets, the screen
for the gate of the enclosure, its cords and its
pegs—all the furnishings for the service of the
Tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting; (41) the
service vestments for officiating in the
sanctuary, the sacral vestments of Aaron the
priest, and the vestments of his sons for
priestly service. (42) Just as N' had commandec
Moses, so the Israelites had done all the work.
(43) And when Moses saw that they had
performed all the tasks—as N' had
commanded, so they had done—Moses blessed
them.
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3. Haamek Davar on Exodus 39:32

Asitis known that Israel desired greatly that
the Holy Presence descend in their midst, as it
says in Parshat Ki Tissa. It seems logical that
for this purpose they tried hard to do
everything that N' had commanded, as it says,
"just as the Lord had commanded, so they

did."

4. Genesis 1:31-2:3

(31) And God saw all that had been made, and
found it very good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day. (1) The
heaven and the earth were finished, and all
their array. (2) On the seventh day God
finished the work that had been undertaken:
[God] ceased on the seventh day from doing
any of the work. (3) And God blessed the
seventh day and declared it holy—having

ceased on it from all the work of creation that
God had done.

5. Midrash Tanchuma, Pekudei 2:3

(3) R. Jacob the son of Issi asked: Why does it
say; I love the habitation of Thy house, and the
place where Thy glory dwelleth? Because the
Tabernacle is equal to the creation of the world
itself. How is that so? Concerning the first day,
it is written: In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth (Gen. 1:1), and it is written
elsewhere: Who stretched out the heavens like a
curtain (Ps. 104:2), and concerning the
Tabernacle it is written: And thou shalt make
curtains of goats’ hair (Exod. 26:7). About the
second day of creation it states: Let there be a
firmament and divide between them, and let it
divide the waters from the waters (Gen. 1:6).
About the Tabernacle it is written: And the veil
shall divide between you (Exod. 26:33). With
regard to the third day it states: Let the waters
under the heavens be gathered (Gen. 1:9). With
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reference to the Tabernacle it is written: Thou
shalt also make a laver of brass ... and thou shalt
put water therein (Exod. 30:18). On the fourth
day God created light, as is stated: Let there be
lights in the firmament of heaven (Gen. 1:14), and
concerning the Tabernacle it is said: And thou
shalt make a candlestick of pure gold (Exod.
25:31). On the fifth day God created birds, as it
is said: Let the waters swarm with swarms of
living creatures, and let the fowl fly above the earth
(Gen. 1:20), and with reference to the
Tabernacle. God directed them to offer
sacrifices of lambs and birds, and it says as
well: And the cherubim shall spread out their
wings on high (Exod. 25:20). On the sixth day
God created man, as it is said: And God created
man in God's own image, in the image of God God
created him (Gen. 1:27), and about the
Tabernacle it is written: A man who is a high
priest who has been anointed to serve and to
minister before God.3You write that this is not a
direct quote from the Bible. On the seventh day
The heaven and the earth were finished (Gen. 2:1),
and with regard to the Tabernacle it is written:
Thus was completed all the work of the Tabernacle
(Exod. 39:32). Concerning the creation of the
world it is written: And God blessed (Num. 2:3),
and of the Tabernacle it is said: And Moses
blessed them (Exod. 39:43); with regard to the
creation it is said: And God finished (Gen. 2:2),
and of the Tabernacle it is written: On that day
Moses made an end (Num. 7:1); of creation it
says: And hallowed it (Gen. 2:2), and of the
Tabernacle: And had anointed it and sanctified it
(Num. 7:1). Why is the Tabernacle equal to
heaven and earth? Because even as heaven and
earth bear witness concerning Israel, asitis
written: I call heaven and earth to witness against
you this day (Deut. 30:19), so the Tabernacle
bears witness in behalf of Israel, as is said:
These are the accounts of the Tabernacle, even the
Tabernacle of the testimony (Exod. 38:21). Hence
itis said: Lord, I love the habitation of Thy house,
and the place where Thy glory dwelleth (Ps. 26:8).
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6. Exodus 40:16-18

(16) This Moses did; just as N' had commanded
him, so he did. (17) In the first month of the
second year, on the first of the month, the
Tabernacle was set up. (18) Moses set up the
Tabernacle, placing its sockets, setting up its
planks, inserting its bars, and erecting its
posts.

7. Midrash Tanchuma, Pekudei 11:5

(5) When at last they completed the work of
the Tabernacle, they sat waiting for the
Shekhinah to descend and hover over it.
However, they were distressed because the
Shekhinah failed to hover over it. What did
they do then? They went to the wise-hearted
men and said to them: “Why do you sit by
idly? Erect the Tabernacle and the Shekhinah
will come to rest among us.” They tried to
erect the Tabernacle, but did not know how.
They were unable to make it stand. Whenever
they thought they had assembled it, it would
fall apart. They went to Bezalel and Oholiab
and said: “Come, erect the Tabernacle that
you have constructed, perhaps you will be
worthy to erectit.” They too tried to assemble
it but were unable to do so. They began
muttering and complaining, saying: “See
what the Son of Amram did to us when he
took our possessions for this Tabernacle, and
made us assume this burden while promising
us that the Holy One, would descend from the
heavenly sphere and would dwell within the
curtain of goats’ hair, as is said: That I may
dwell among them (Exod. 25:8).”

8. Exodus 40:1-33

(1) And N' spoke to Moses, saying: (2) On the
first day of the first month you shall set up the
Tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting. (3) Place
there the Ark of the Pact, and screen off the ark
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with the curtain. ...(17) In the first month of the
second year, on the first of the month, the
Tabernacle was set up. (18) Moses set up the
Tabernacle, placing its sockets, setting up its
planks, inserting its bars, and erecting its
posts. ...(33) And he set up the enclosure
around the Tabernacle and the altar, and put
up the screen for the gate of the enclosure.

When Moses had finished the work,

9. Midrash Tanchuma, Pekudei 11:8

(8) R. Hiyya the son of Joseph stated:
Throughout the seven days of dedication,
Moses took it apart and assembled it twice
each day, as is indicated in those verses by the
words erected and it was erected. R. Hanina held
that he did so three time each day, since itis
said: Erected, thou shalt erect, and it was erected.
How do we know that they showed him
everything? Because it is said: And they brought
the Tabernacle unto Moses (Exod. 39:32). Hence,
God draweth not God's eyes from the righteous
(Job 36:7). And Scripture adds: And Moses saw
all the work (Exod. 39:43). It does not say “all
the work of the Tabernacle” but rather all the
work, for the words all the work of the Tabernacle
would be equal to the work of creation itself, as
is stated above.

10.Exodus 40:34-35

(34) the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and
the Presence of N’ filled the Tabernacle. (35)
Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting,
because the cloud had settled upon it and the
Presence of N' filled the Tabernacle.

11. Pirkei Avot 5:1

(1) With ten utterances the world was created.
And what does this teach, for surely it could
have been created with one utterance? But this
was so in order to punish the wicked who
destroy the world that was created with ten
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utterances, And to give a good reward to the
righteous who maintain the world that was
created with ten utterances.

12. Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 3:12

(12) Some say by ten Sayings was the world
created and in three (Divine attributes) are
these (ten Sayings) comprised, as it is said,
"The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; by
understanding the Lord established the
heavens, by the Lord's knowledge the depths
were broken up" (Prov. 3:19, 20). By these three
(attributes) was the Tabernacle made, as it is
said, "And I have filled him with the spirit of
God, with wisdom, with understanding, and
with knowledge" (Ex. 31:3). Likewise with
these three (attributes) was the Temple made,
asitis said, "He was the son of a widow
woman of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father
was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass; and he
was filled with wisdom and understanding and
knowledge" (1 Kings 7:14). By these three
attributes it will be rebuilt in the future, as itis
said, "Through wisdom is an house builded;
and by understanding it is established; and by
knowledge are the chambers filled" (Prov. 24:3,
4).

13. Shabbat 119b:2

Rava said, and some say it was Rabbi
Yehoshua ben Levi who said: Even an
individual who prays on Shabbat evening
must recite the passage: “And the heavens and
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the earth were finished [vaykhullu]”
(Genesis 2:1-3), as Rav Hamnuna said:
Anyone who prays on Shabbat evening and
recites the passage of vaykhullu, the verse
ascribed them credit as if they became a
partner with the Holy One, in the act of
Creation. As it is stated: “And the heavens
and the earth were finished [vaykhullu].” Do
not read it as: Were finished [vaykhullu];
rather, as: They finished [vaykhallu]. It is
considered as though the Holy One, and the
individual who says this become partners and
completed the work together. Rabbi Elazar
said: From where is it derived that speech is
like action? As it is stated: “By the word of
God the heavens were made, and all of their
hosts by the breath of God's mouth” (Psalms
33:6).

14.Exodus 31:13-17

(13) Speak to the Israelite people and say:
Nevertheless, you must keep My sabbaths, for
this is a sign between Me and you throughout
the ages, that you may know that I N' have
consecrated you. (14) You shall keep the
sabbath, for it is holy for you. One who
profanes it shall be put to death: whoever does
work on it, that person shall be cut off from
among kin. (15) Six days may work be done,
but on the seventh day there shall be a sabbath
of complete rest, holy to N'; whoever does
work on the sabbath day shall be put to death.
(16) The Israelite people shall keep the
sabbath, observing the sabbath throughout
the ages as a covenant for all time: (17) it shall
be a sign for all time between Me and the
people of Israel. For in six days N' made
heaven and earth, and on the seventh day
[God] ceased from work and was refreshed.

15. Exodus 35:1-3

(1) Moses then convoked the whole Israelite
community and said to them: These are the
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things that N' has commanded you to do: (2)
On six days work may be done, but on the
seventh day you shall have a Sabbath of
complete rest, holy to N'; whoever does any
work on it shall be put to death. (3) You shall
kindle no fire throughout your settlements on
the Sabbath day.

16.Shabbat 49b:11-12

With regard to the matter itself, it was taught
in a baraita in accordance with the opinion of
the one who said that the thirty-nine labors
of Shabbat correspond to the labors
performed in the Tabernacle. As it was
taught in a baraita: One is only liable for
performing a labor to which there was a
corresponding labor in the Tabernacle. They
sowed in order to grow dyes for the
Tabernacle, and therefore you may not sow
on Shabbat. They reaped, and therefore you
may not reap on Shabbat...

17. Bamidbar Rabbah 12:3

(Context: Several things that God says to
Moshe that scare him, to which God gives the
same answer each time - all that is required is
what the people can do.)

When the Holy One said to Moshe (Exodus
25:8) "Make Me a tabernacle, that I may dwell
among them," Moshe said, "Who could make a
temple that You could dwell in?" As the verse
(Kings I 8:27) says "Even the highest heavens
cannot contain you." And it says (Jer. 23:24)
"For I fill both heaven and earth." And (Isaiah
66:1) says "The heavens are My throne and the
earth is my footstool." The Holy One replied, "I
am not asking based on My ability, but based
on theirs, the whole world cannot hold My
glory, and not one of My suns, rather, I only
request from you (a tabernacle) of 20 x 20 x 8
(amot). To this Moshe answered (Psalms 91:2)
"You who dwell in the shelter of the Most
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High," the Holy One Who dwells in the shelter
of the world, Who sees all and is not seen, God
yearns to stay among us."

18.Bereshit Rabbah 3:9

(9) Rabbi Shmuel bar Ami said: From the
beginning of the creation of the world, the
Holy One desired to enter into a partnership
with the creations below. Either wayj, it [the
wording of the verse] is difficult. If it [the
counting of the days] was for the purpose of a
tally, it should have said: ‘One, two, three,’ or
else ‘first, second, third’; is it proper to say:
‘One, second, third?’ This is bewildering.
(Echad refers to the One God.) When did the
Holy One repay them? (fulfill God's desire, and
also fix the wording) It was later, at the
establishment of the Tabernacle, as it is stated:
“The one who presented his offering on the
first day” (Numbers 7:12) — [alluding to] the
first [day] of the creation of the world. The
Holy One said: ‘Tt is as though I created the
world on that day.’ (1 Nisan, the day the
mishkan was erected)

It was taught: That day was conferred with ten
crowns. It was the first day of the act of
Creation; the first day for [years of] kings; the
first day for the princes; the first day for the
priesthood; the first day for the Divine Presence
[on earth], asitis stated: “They shall craft a
sanctuary for Me [and I will dwell in their
midst]” (Exodus 25:8); the first day for
blessing; the first day for sacrificial service; the
first day for the prohibition of improvised
altars; the first day for slaughtering [sacrifices]
in the north; and the first day for descent of fire
[from heaven], as it is stated: “Fire emerged
from before the Lord...” (Leviticus 9:24).
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