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If his offering for a burnt offering is from the flock, of sheep or
of goats, he shall make his offering a male without blemish. It
shall be slaughtered before the LORD on the north side of the
altar, and Aaron’s sons, the priests, shall dash its blood
against all sides of the altar.
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What is the location of the slaughtering and consumption of offerings? The
principle is that with regard to offerings of the most sacred order, their slaughter
Is In the north of the Temple courtyard. Specifically, with regard to the bull and
the goat of Yom Kippur, their slaughter is in the north and the collection of their
blood in a service vessel is In the north, and their blood requires sprinkling
between the staves of the Ark in the Holy of Holies, and upon the Curtain
separating the Sanctuary and Holy of Holies, and on the golden altar.



The Structure and Dimensions of the Tabernacle
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The Tabernacle

This portable temple was built in the wilderness by the Israelites
circa 1450 BC after they were freed from Egyptian slavery. The
Tabernacle was the first temple dedicated to God and the first
resting place of the Ark of the Covenant. It served as a place of
worship and sacrifices during the Israelites’ 40 years in the desert
while conquering the land of Canaan.
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Menahem ben Benjamin Recanati (1223-
1290) was an Italian rabbi who was born

and died in the city of Recanati, who
devoted the chief part of his writings to
the Kabbalah.
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BEO“OR SHOR Joseph ben Isaac Bekhor Shor of Orléans (12th

. . century) was a French tosafist, exegete, and poet who
L0g|3tlca| flourished in the second half of the 12th century. He

was the father of Abraham ben Joseph of Orleans and
Saadia Bekhor Shor.
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RABEINU BACHYA

S\ Answer 1- Metaphor
=)

Our sages (Baba Batra 25) say that the world is like a small house and the
north wind can turn only inside its confines. It is just like a three-legged
stool which cannot stand properly and requires a fourth leg (Berachot 32).
The sacrifices may be viewed as if they supplied the fourth leg for the stool
called the universe. This is also the meaning of Psalms (48:3) that 119X M2
11 1)'7n NNj7, Mount Zion, summit of Zaphon, city of a great king.” [without
Mount Zion the world would not be able to function properly. Ed.]
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We are told in Pirke d'Rabbi Eliezer chapter 3 that four directions (of the
compass) were created in the world. Light originates from the east;
beneficial dew as well as beneficial rains originate in the south, whereas
snow, hall, cold and heat and normal rain originate in the west. Whereas
God had “created” i.e. initiated the north also, He did not assign to it any
specific function. God reputedly said that anyone who claimed to be a
deity should prove his ability by assigning a useful function to the north, i.e.
the corner of the universe that He had left incomplete.
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Answer 3 - Growth

A kabbalistic approach: the word N1I19X is a reference to the attribute of N111), i.e. it is meant to
be perfected still. [In order for man to perfect himself, such as to atone for his sins, he needs
to turn northwards. Ed.] This is what is meant in Zevachim 53 that the officiating priest
ascended the ramp called v2), i.e. that the entire structure (the world) was called waD.

Avraham'’s journey through the Holy Land described in Genesis 12,9 mentioning also a
southward journey is considered a parallel to the priest’s manner of walking on the altar when
performing his service in the Temple. The priest awakens the attribute of TON, love, in G'd. This
is why he has to start out in the south (like Avraham proceeding southwards. This means that
Avraham embarked on his mission for mankind from a southerly direction.) Having aroused
G'd’s love he turns to the east the seat of NIN9N, the emanation harmony from where the
attribute of Mercy emerges. From there he turns northwards in order to make his peace also
with the attribute of N111), the attribute of Justice. From the north he turns westwards the site
of the emanation NID7N, the emanation representing the N'wyn 0O71Y, our terrestrial part of the
universe.
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You are to make the courtyard of the Dwelling: on the Negev border, southward, hangings for the
courtyard, of twisted byssus, a hundred by the cubit, the length on one border; with its columns,
twenty, their sockets, twenty, of bronze, the hooks of the columns and their binders, of silver. And
thus on the northern border, lengthwise, hangings a hundred [cubits] in length, with its columns,
twenty, their sockets, twenty, of bronze, the hooks of the columns and their binders, of silver. And
[along] the width of the courtyard on the sea border hangings of fifty cubits, with its columns, ten,
their sockets, ten. And [along] the width of the courtyard on the eastern border, toward sunrise,
fifty cubits, namely: fifteen cubits of hangings for the shoulder-piece,
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EGYPTIAN
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iAbtt — EAST, left side, left hand.

rsy — SOUTH, head, beginning,
upper, elevated, up river.

imntt — WEST, right side, right hand.

mHty — NORTH, feet, end,
submerged, decline, down river Aa®  North/Behind
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Egyptian Orientation And Geography
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Paran Map from Situs Terra Promissionis by
Christian van Adrichom (Amsterdam, 1590 C.E.)
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Adrichom’s map
shows Egypt directly
south of Israel, with
the Nile and the Red
Sea perpendicular to
the Dead Sea. (The
Mediterranean Sea is
on the bottom).
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Saint George
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Jordan. Credit:
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Wikimedia.



YITZCHAK Parshat Derachim: Archeology

and Geography in the weekly

"EITLIS Torah Reading
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When Yisrael offer the daily (olah)
offering on the Mizbeach and recite
the pasuk “At the north side before
Hashem,” the Holy One, Blessed is He,
remembers the Akeidah of Yitzchak.

Rashi - Vayikra 26:42
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THANK YOU!

Shabbat Shalom

Chag Kasher VeSameach




