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1.​ Bamidbar 25: 6-13 
 בכִֹים והְֵמָּה בְּניֵ־ישְִׂרָאֵל כׇּל־עֲדַת וּלְעֵיניֵ משֶֹׁה לְעֵיניֵ אֶת־הַמִּדְינָיִת אֶל־אֶחָיו ויַּקְַרֵב בָּא ישְִׂרָאֵל מִבְּניֵ אִישׁ והְִנּהֵ
 מוֹעֵד׃ אהֶֹל פֶּתַח

Just then a certain Israelite man came and brought a Midianite woman over to his 
companions, in the sight of Moses and of the whole Israelite community who were weeping 
at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. 
 

 בְּידָוֹ׃ רמַֹח ויַּקִַּח הָעֵדָה מִתּוֹךְ ויַּקָׇם הַכּהֵֹן בֶּן־אַהֲרןֹ בֶּן־אֶלְעָזָר פִּינחְָס ויַּרְַא
When Phinehas, son of Eleazar son of Aaron the priest, saw this, he left the assembly and, 
taking a spear in his hand, 
 

 הַמַּגֵּפָה ותֵַּעָצַר אֶל־קֳבָתָהּ ואְֶת־הָאִשָּׁה ישְִׂרָאֵל אִישׁ אֵת אֶת־שְׁניֵהֶם ויַּדְִקרֹ אֶל־הַקֻּבָּה אִישׁ־ישְִׂרָאֵל אַחַר ויַּבָאֹ
 ישְִׂרָאֵל׃ בְּניֵ מֵעַל

he followed the Israelite man into the chamber and stabbed both of them, the Israelite man 
and the woman, through the belly. Then the plague against the Israelites was checked. 
 

}פ{ אָלֶף׃ ועְֶשְׂרִים אַרְבָּעָה בַּמַּגֵּפָה הַמֵּתִים ויַּהְִיוּ
Those who died of the plague numbered twenty-four thousand. 
 
Pinchas 

 לֵּאמרֹ׃ אֶל־משֶֹׁה יהְוֹהָ ויַדְַבֵּר
GOD spoke to Moses, saying, 

 ולְֹא־כִלִּיתִי בְּתוֹכָם אֶת־קִנאְָתִי בְּקַנאְוֹ בְּניֵ־ישְִׂרָאֵל מֵעַל אֶת־חֲמָתִי הֵשִׁיב הַכּהֵֹן בֶּן־אַהֲרןֹ בֶּן־אֶלְעָזָר פִּינחְָס
 בְּקִנאְָתִי׃ אֶת־בְּניֵ־ישְִׂרָאֵל

“Phinehas, son of Eleazar son of Aaron the priest, has turned back My wrath from the 
Israelites by displaying among them his passion for Me, so that I did not wipe out the Israelite 
people in My passion. 

 שָׁלוֹם׃ אֶת־בְּרִיתִי לוֹ נתֵֹן הִננְיִ אֱמרֹ לָכֵן
Say, therefore, ‘I grant him My pact of friendship. 

 ישְִׂרָאֵל׃ עַל־בְּניֵ ויַכְַפֵּר לֵאלֹהָיו קִנּאֵ אֲשֶׁר תַּחַת עוֹלָם כְּהֻנּתַ בְּרִית אַחֲרָיו וּלְזַרְעוֹ לּוֹ והְָיתְָה
It shall be for him and his descendants after him a pact of priesthood for all time, because he 
took impassioned action for his God, thus making expiation for the Israelites.’” 
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2.​ Talmud Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 9:7 
ית. הַבּוֹעֵל .אֲרַמִּ  ת�     יָנוֹׂשֵֶהוּ .זֶ ִיגוֹ לֹ יּמו ּנִ ִי מֲ עַ מּ ִי בְ ִּמֶּנָאוֹי ּקוֹמ ַמָ ל
  ב  א פ� ס ב�   ן ר �  ן �   מן רָאן .  ר�  הָ    הַ� ׂהתֶ   רּ  ה� הָ   לֵ

   הַ� ית ים פ�  תּנַין �  שׁ�ֶן .  ֹּא נוֹן יִ וּפ ִֶים . כִרְ חֲכָ   ַר � מָ הבִּי בַּר ּדָ
ִּיק י .ב ְנַדָּזִ ל יִ  קָּ ֶׁ  ע  ּו קַ  ָ אְ ָו הְ ו ְזַ לּ ו ַח ל� א בְ  עְּהו


“One who copulates with a Gentile woman,” etc. Rebbi Ismael stated: This is one who 
marries a Gentile woman, sires children, and from her raises enemies of the 
Omnipresent. It is written: Phineas ben Eleazar ben Aharon the priest saw. What did he 
see? He understood what happened and remembered practice: “One who copulates 
with a Gentile woman, zealots strike him.” It was stated: not with the agreement of the 
Sages. Would Phineas act against the Sages? Rebbi Jehudah bar Pazi said, they 
wanted to excommunicate him had not the Holy Spirit jumped on him and declared 
that an eternal covenant of priesthood shall be for him and his descendants after him, etc. 
 

3.​ Talmud Yerushalmi Sanhedrin 10:2 
ניֵ אִישׁ והְִנֵּה רָאֵל מִבְּ ה. לְעֵיניֵ הַמִּדְייָניִת אֶת אֶחָיו אֶל ויַּקְרֵב בָּא ישְׂ .משֶׁ     ִינַּש אּ ַ. כְ מּ

 א ו  אֲמְ ה .  ין צ�  הָ ית   ֹֹת. הָין טְהו ְמֵיוְ ט   יָה
  אָׁם חָס . אֵין  ָּאן  ם ש� ָדָ   ֵנוּ רָ לַ אע דָיו . ָאֲר ה  גּוּר ן ָריְֵה אוּד  ג�
  ִ מָ יְ בֵ אְ שִטְרָף .ז  פ     ש ִּ יִ  ן  ָ יִ  .מ ָמדַ נְחָס � יּ   ךֹ ּו תִ

רִין ֹ ֶדְ וּ לׁ וְל שֶ תֶ  ח � ֹמַ ָֹרו וְנ ְיּדָו תֶ  ֶ זְ ַּר ַּחת יָיא   יקִ
 
Behold, a man from the Children of Israel came and introduced to his brothers the 
Midianite woman, to the eyes of Moses. What means to the eyes of Moses? Like a man 
who says, that is in your eyes, Moses. He told him, is not Ẓippora a Midianite, and are 
not her hooves split? This one is pure, that one is impure? There, Phineas was present. 
He said, is there nobody who would kill him or be killed? Where are the lions? A lion 
whelp is Jehudah; Dan is a lion whelp; Benjamin a rapacious wolf. When Phineas saw that 
nobody of Israel did anything, he immediately rose from his court, took the spear in 
his hand, and put its iron under his belt.  

 
4.​ Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 81b: 

,הַקַּסְוהָ, אֶת הַגּוֹנבֵ מַתְנִי׳      ֵ ב� עֹ ַבּו הְ ַּמִי ,ו רֲ ִיא אָ ַנּ ִיק עְ גֹ ּוּו
MISHNA: With regard to one who steals a kasva, and one who curses with a sorcerer, 
and one who engages in intercourse with an Aramean woman, zealots strike him and 
kill him. Although the Torah does not say that one who performs one of these actions 
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is liable to be executed, it is permitted for anyone who zealously takes the vengeance 
of the Lord to do so. 
 

5.​ Talmud Bavli Sanhedrin 82a:  
:חִסְדָּא: רַב אָמַר    ֵי ִי ,א רֹ לומו    רַבּי, אָמר ּ ּב חנָב ּאָמ רַב  ה�וֹחנָ    ךְ ,אאָ
ֹר מו

Rav Ḥisda says: Concerning one who comes to consult with the court when he sees a Jewish 
man engaging in intercourse with a gentile woman, the court does not instruct him that it is 
permitted to kill the transgressor. It was also stated that Rabba bar bar Ḥana says that Rabbi 
Yoḥanan says: Concerning one who comes to consult with the court, the court does not 
instruct him that it is permitted to kill the Jewish man engaging in intercourse with a gentile 
woman. 

,עוֹד, ולְֹא     ש�   פ�       פ�    ְּפַך הֶ ִ .נ רְ מִ ָגוז רֲ הַ ָו חְ ִנ פְ ֵיל ָא רֱ הֶ ָינ לָ ע  
 ף ה�י ר�

Moreover, if Zimri son of Salu (see Numbers 25:1–9) had separated himself from the woman 
and only then Pinehas killed him, Pinehas would have been executed for killing him, 
because it is permitted for zealots to kill only while the transgressor is engaged in the act of 
intercourse. Furthermore, if Zimri would have turned and killed Pinehas in self-defense, he 
would not have been executed for killing him, as Pinehas was a pursuer. One is allowed to 
kill a pursuer in self-defense, provided that the pursued is not liable to be executed by the 
court. 
 
… 
 

.משֶֹׁה. אֵצֶל והֱֶבִיאָהּ בִּבְלוֹרִיתָהּ תְּפָשָׂהּ ָ:ּ בֶ א� רְ מַ  ז�ע  ה א�  מת ?וְאֹ מ� אֹ תּ אֲסוּר  ַת
וֹ   ה�  ל�יִ ְַעלְּהָ תִ מֶּנך ְ?נ לֲָ ה עו� ּ   והְַיְָּם כְּהָ , ִּ ד   הָ ּ מ ם כִי חַ ת ֶ ּכֹהֶל עֵד״ .ו

  ְא ַָּר נְח ן ֶּ ב
He seized her by her forelock and brought her before Moses. Zimri said to Moses: Son of 
Amram, is this woman forbidden or permitted? And if you say that she is forbidden, as for 
the daughter of Yitro to whom you are married, who permitted her to you? The halakha 
with regard to the proper course of action when encountering a Jewish man engaging in 
intercourse with a gentile woman eluded Moses. All of the members of the Sanhedrin 
bawled in their weeping, and that is the meaning of that which is written: “And they are 
crying at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting” (Numbers 25:6). And it is written thereafter: 
“And Pinehas, son of Elazar, son of Aaron the priest, saw and arose from the midst of the 
congregation and took a spear in his hand” (Numbers 25:7). 

?רָאָה? מָה  א� ָאָ ֲׂשֶ :ר עַ זְִּכַמ נ וְ כָָ לֲ ה אֲחר ל� אֲב ֹ: אַבּ ֹא   ךְ    ִי ךָ רַ
ֹ וּ : הַב ָמיַ רֲ א נַָּא ְע גֹ וּ  קרְַיָ מַר  ְלו ֹ: ַּר ְִּאיג ד אִ ֶיה ל נ וָ ּרְַו פ
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The Gemara asks: What did Pinehas see that led him to arise and take action? Rav says: He 
saw the incident taking place before him and he remembered the halakha. He said to 
Moses: Brother of the father of my father, as Moses was the brother of his grandfather 
Aaron, did you not teach me this during your descent from Mount Sinai: One who engages 
in intercourse with a gentile woman, zealots strike him? Moses said to him: Let the one who 
reads the letter be the agent [parvanka] to fulfill its contents. 

:אָמַר: וּשְׁמוּאֵל    ש�     ת�   ָקוֹ.ּ כׇ ִילּוֶּיֵּשמ ַׁשֵּח ה   ן �ן ח�
  ּד רַב ּאָמיִצְחב . רַב עֶז יִ אֱל  ר�  ָה   אָ   ך  ית

And Shmuel says: Pinehas saw and considered the meaning of the verse: “There is neither 
wisdom nor understanding nor counsel against the Lord” (Proverbs 21:30), which the Sages 
interpreted to mean: Anywhere that there is desecration of the Lord’s name, one does not 
show respect to the teacher. In those situations, one need not consult his teacher, but must 
immediately proceed to right the wrong that is transpiring. Therefore, he took the spear and 
took immediate action. Rabbi Yitzḥak says that Rabbi Eliezer says: He saw that an angel 
came and destroyed among the people in punishment for the sin of Zimri, and he realized 
that he must take immediate action to ameliorate the situation. 
 

6.​ Rambam, Hilkhot Isurei Bi’ah (12:4-5) 
 אוֹ מִיּשְִׂרָאֵל עֲשָׂרָה לְעֵיניֵ שֶׁיּבְִעל והְוּא בְּפַרְהֶסְיאָ בְּעָלָהּ אִם זְנוּת דֶּרֶךְ בֵּין חַתְנוּת דֶּרֶךְ בֵּין כּוּתִית הַבּוֹעֵל כָּל

הֲלָכז [וְדָב]ו.[ וּזְרִיזִין מְשֻׁבָּחִין אֵלּוּ הֲרֵי והֲַרָגוּהוּ קַנּאִָין בּוֹ פָּגְעוּ אִם יתֶֶר ׁ לְמש ִּינ מִס  ר�ו    הָ
רָ   הֶ  ֶה   ָס

Whenever a man has relations with a gentile woman in public, i.e., the relations are carried 
out in the presence of ten or more Jews, if a zealous person strikes him and kills him, he is 
considered praiseworthy and ardent. [This applies whether the relations were] in the context 
of marriage or licentious in nature. This matter is a halachah conveyed to Moshe at Sinai. 
Support for this can be derived from Pinchas' slaying of Zimri. 

ֶ ח (ב)במדבר שֶׁנּאֱֶמַר כְּזִמְרִי מַעֲשֶׂה בִּשְׁעַת אֶלָּא בָּהֶן לִפְגּעַֹ רַשַּׁאי הַקַּנּאַי ואְֵין  "וְא  ָכה ה   קֳב
   ּ". אֵ וֹר     םִ וְֹא בּעָלָ הרֱַגגָ  ו� הַק  רְ   דּ   ל  ן
ן הְַאף ע�לֹו יִ ֶׁ ש ׁ פ� ִּש ב .ְ ולמ עהֶ אִםא     לַהֲרֹגנַּאָ    אתֶ  ו� לֵ   ו�מטַ וֹעֵל ַג

 אי ַּ וֹצִּילדֵינַ מִיָּדוֹ מְ  ַגוֹעֵלֵין רֱ ַּבָלָיֶה ַל ב� ֵי א  ַּנָּא ַק  ם � יִ
ַ 

The zealous person can strike [the fornicators] only at the time of relations, as was the case 
with regard to Zimri, as [Numbers 25:8] states: "[He pierced] the woman into her stomach." If, 
however, [the transgressor] withdraws, he should not be slain. Indeed, if [the zealous person] 
slays him, he may be executed [as a murderer]. 
If the zealous person comes to ask permission from the court to slay him, they do not 
instruct him [to], even if this takes place at the time [of relations]. Not only that, if the zealous 
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person comes to kill the transgressor and he withdraws and kills the zealous person in order 
to save himself, the transgressor is not executed for killing him. 
When a Jew has relations with the daughter of a resident alien, the zealot may not strike him. 
[The transgressor] should, however, be given stripes for rebellious conduct. 
 

7.​ Melachim Alef 17:1 
 הַשָּׁניִם אִם־יהְִיהֶ לְפָניָו עָמַדְתִּי אֲשֶׁר ישְִׂרָאֵל אֱלֹהֵי חַי־יהְוֹהָ אֶל־אַחְאָב גִלְעָד מִתּשָֹׁבֵי הַתִּשְׁבִּי אֵלִיּהָוּ ויַּאֹמֶר
   {  }ס{ דְבָרִי׃ אִם־לְפִי כִּי וּמָטָר טַל הָאֵלֶּה

Elijah the Tishbite, an inhabitant of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the ETERNAL lives, the God of 
Israel whom I serve, there will be no dew or rain except at my bidding.” 
 

8.​ Bereshit 34: 25-26 
 ויַּבָאֹוּ חַרְבּוֹ אִישׁ דִינהָ אֲחֵי ולְֵויִ שִׁמְעוֹן שְׁניֵ־בְניֵ־יעֲַקבֹ ויַּקְִחוּ כּאֲֹבִים בִּהְיוֹתָם הַשְּׁלִישִׁי בַיּוֹם ויַהְִי

 כׇּל־זָכָר׃ ויַּהַַרְגוּ בֶּטַח עַל־הָעִיר
On the third day, when they were in pain, Simeon and Levi, two of Jacob’s sons, 
brothers of Dinah, took each his sword, came upon the city unmolested, and slew all 
the males. 

 ויַּצֵֵאוּ׃ שְׁכֶם מִבֵּית אֶת־דִּינהָ ויַּקְִחוּ לְפִי־חָרֶב הָרְגוּ בְּנוֹ ואְֶת־שְׁכֶם ואְֶת־חֲמוֹר
They put Hamor and his son Shechem to the sword, took Dinah out of Shechem’s 
house, and went away. 
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