R. YECHEZKEL LANDAU: THE NODA BIYEHUDA, PART III
ETHICS, EMPIRICISM, AND UMBRELLAS
Elli Fischer
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2. Shabbat HaGadol sermon, 1782
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But now, because of our many sins, I have
seen everything overturned. How can ong
envy the study of Torah, when an evil man
has arisen from our own people and bra-
zenly asserted that the Torah is not allimpor- |
tant, that an animal carcass is worth more
than talmudic scholars, that etiquette is
more vital than the Torah?® This man is cer-
tainly blind to his own faults. He is worse
than an animal carcass, and in the end his
corpse will lie like dung upon the field!

Now as to the substance of the matter—
the value of etiquette and of grammatical
knowledge of the languages spoken by our
neighbors—I too esteem these things. The
government has done a great favor in decid-
ing to teach our children to speak [German]
correctly. Even in the Bible we were crit-
icized for not knowing how to speak the var-
ious languages.’® Do not think that you
know how to speak the German language.
No one can be said to know a language un-
less he can speak it grammatically. . . .

Therefore, His szest;theve;peror has
done us a great favor in commanding us to
learn the language grammatically so that we

can speak it properly, as I stated in a sermon
last winter. Even in the time of the last

i | prophets, the king commanded that Daniel,

‘Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah be taught the
a,nd hnglmge of the Chaldeans,
distinguished themselves both in

require
language of t :
bers of the Sanhedrin,

languages of other peoples.'?
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s the ability to write and: to speak the
he country. Likewise, the mep,_
the pillars of

Torah faith, were required to understand the



3. Frontispiece of Alon Bakhut (1793), a eulogy for R. Yechezkel Landau
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The full teshuvah with translation is available here:
https://www.sefaria.org/Noda BiYehudah [1%2C Yoreh Deah.10.2?lang=bi
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Greetings to the scholar, who engages with the laws of Mt. Horeb, the esteemed rabbi, my honored
friend, the Torah chieftain, our master, Rabbi Gumprecht Oppenheim, may our Rock protect him.
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| received your letter, and although | do not recognize you and do not know you, nevertheless,
when one comes to ask a question and speaks using the language of the sages, | respond to every
questioner.
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https://www.sefaria.org/Noda_BiYehudah_II%2C_Yoreh_Deah.10.2?lang=bi

The root of the question is this: A certain man, who God has graced with a large estate, has villages
and forests — forests in which all the beasts of the forest prowl. May he go himself to shoot with a
rifle (lit. “fire stick”) to trap game, or is it forbidden for one of Israel to do this deed, whether because
it causes pain to creatures (“{za’ar ba’alei hayim’), because it violates “you shall not destroy” (“bal
tashhit’), or because it is customary to regard it as {za’'ar ba’alei hayim?
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Thus far, we have addressed the legal aspects.
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However, | am surprised by the matter itself. We find no hunters other than Nimrod and Esau, and
this is not the way of the children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Go and look, regarding the
congratulation “let it be worn out and renewed” — R. Jacob Weil writes in his rulings, cited by Rema
in Orah Hayim at the end of §223, that one does not say this on something made of animal skins,
because “His mercy extends over all His creations” (Psalms 145:9). And even though Rema writes
on this that it is weak reasoning...nevertheless, Rema concludes that many are careful about this.
For how can a man of Israel actively kill beasts needlessly, simply to pass his leisure time by
engaging in hunting?
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A man who needs to do so, whose livelihood is from such trapping, is not cruel. After all, we
slaughter livestock, beasts, and birds and kill fish for human consumption, and why should there be
a difference between kosher animals whose meat is eaten and unkosher animals through which
one earns a living and eats by the sale of their pelts? All creatures were given to man for all his
needs. However, for one who does not need this for his livelihood, and whose main intent is not at
all for the sake of earning a living, this is cruelty.

n'rovn 72 MY XD'R KIIO'X 17'9X MNIX X 1'WOYI TN ,7'mn'7 DTX7 'INOY NANINN WP TYNA 'MNAT |XD TVI
DO'NIW917 TIXA DNNWAI X XIANI NI TITA Dipna NI71T2 NIID02 DNYY 010071 NNY 01dNY I'2'X NT2

Thus far | have addressed the aspect of proper behavior, [contending] that man ought to distance
himself from this. Now | say that it is even forbidden, for anyone who engages in this must enter the
forests and place themselves in great danger, in places of packs of wild animals. And the Merciful
One said: “Take great care of yourselves” (Deut. 4:15)...



