Nitzavim: Isaiah 61:10-63:9

Rejoicing in the Lord’s Salvation

| greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being exults in my
God. For He has clothed me with garments of triumph,
wrapped me in a robe of victory, like a bridegroom
adorned with a turban, like a bride bedecked with her
finery. For as the earth brings forth her growth and a
garden makes the seed shoot up, so the Lord GOD will
make victory and renown shoot up In the presence of all
the nations.
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A New Name: The Desirable Land

For the sake of Zion | will not be silent, For the sake of
Jerusalem | will not be still, till her victory emerge
resplendent and her triumph like a flaming torch. Nations
shall see your victory, and every king your majesty; and
you shall be called by a new name which the LORD
Himself shall bestow. You shall be a glorious crown in the
hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem In the palm of your
God. Nevermore shall you be called ”-," nor shall
your land be called - but you shall be called “I
delight in her,” and your land “Espoused.” For the LORD
takes delight in you, and your land shall be espoused. As a
youth espouses a maiden, your sons shall espouse you;
and as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your
God rejoice over you.

NI NYNKR XD 1Y 1907 (R)
RY? TY VIPYR KD DEIVID
%3 ANYIVY APTY M

221 T NN (D) WD
YT BY 77 X171 77129 097N
n»M () 9322 0™ *9 TYR
[973%7] *> T2 NIRAN NVY
IR RS (T) -m'm 922 NN
IR RY JRIRDY Ty 1
A2 PRSH R1p’ 72 72 Y
72" pan » ﬂbw: IR
7IN2 522 23 () Syan IRINY
nn Yivnm P2 -n':v:v n%mna
-m‘m PYY OV nYI Yy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2JOaHgjwD3c |I'¥ |[vn?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZOHy-w08mo "7y w'w!

Watchmen on the Walls

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, | have set watchmen, who
shall never be silent by day or by night. O you, the LORD’s
remembrancers, take no rest and give no rest to Him, until
He establish Jerusalem and make her renowned on earth.
The LORD has sworn by His right hand, by His mighty arm:
nevermore will | give your new grain to your enemies for
food, nor shall foreigners drink the new wine for which
you have labored. But those who harvest it shall eat it and
give praise to the LORD; and those who gather it shall
drink it in My sacred courts.
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News of the Redemption

Pass through, pass through the gates! Clear the road for
the people; build up, build up the highway, remove the
rocks! Raise an ensign over the peoples! See, the LORD
has proclaimed to the end of the earth: announce to Fair
Zion, your Deliverer is coming! See, his reward is with
Him, His recompense before Him. And they shall be called,
“The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD,” and you
shall be called, “Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.”
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Revenge against Edom

Who is this coming from ,in
from Bozrah— who is this, majestic in attire, pressing
forward in His great might? “It is I, who contend
victoriously, powerful to give triumph.” Why is your
clothing so @@, your garments like his

“ alone; of the peoples no man was
with Me. | trod them down in My anger, -them in
My rage; their life-blood bespattered My garments, and
all My clothing was - For I had planned a day of
vengeance, and My year of redemption arrived. Then |
looked, but there was none to help; | stared, but there
was none to aid— so My own arm wrought the triumph,
and My own rage was My aid. | trampled peoples in My
anger, | made them - with My rage, and | hurled their
glory to the ground.”
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Remember, O Lord, against the children of Edom the day of Jerusalem; who said: 'raze it, raze

it, even to the foundation thereof.'
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The House of Jacob shall be fire, And the House of Joseph flame, And the House of Esau shall be
straw; They shall burn it and devour it, And no survivor shall be left of the House of Esau —for

the LORD has spoken.
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For liberators shall march up on Mount Zion to wreak judgment on Mount Esau; and dominion

shall be the LORD’s.
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God’s Goodness

| will recount the kind acts of the LORD, the praises of the "y n';nn IR TN (1)
LORD— For all that the LORD has wrought for us, the vast 230 17N ) 1]'?)31 TUR 55 '71’3
bounty to the House of Israel that He bestowed upon iRalank) n‘;m YR 'JNWU’ Y
them according to His merey and His great kindness. He mv IR wmz‘n (n) 1"[0!1 2131
thought: Surely, they are My people, children who will not D7'7 o 1771)’ NS D’JJ 1)31
play false. So He was their Deliverer. In all their troubles 7351 ony '733 (0) V’Umb
He was troubled, and the angel of His Presence delivered DYYVIN 1719 'm':m = (Nb)
them. In His love and pity He Himself redeemed them, D'?NJ\ RN 1]‘!'7131131 mnanRa
raised them, and exalted them all the days of old. wa n lD ijm D'?UJ’1
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ON THAT DAY R. JOSHUA B. HYRCANUS EXPOUNDED, JOB ONLY SERVED etc. But let him see
how the word ‘/o” is spelt; if it is written with lamed and aleph then it means ‘not’, and if with
lamed and waw then it means for Him’! But is the meaning ‘not’ wherever the spelling is lamed
and aleph? Can it apply to: "In all their affliction there was affliction to Him?" [The word ‘lo’, ‘to
Him’] is spelt lamed and aleph, but does it here also signify ‘not’! And should you say that here
too [it means ‘not’], behold it continues with: "And the angel of His presence saved them!" But
sometimes it has one meaning and at other times the other meaning.
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All the consolations of Isaiah used duplication... referring to the exile of the ten tribes and our
exile.
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A Midrash refers the duplication to the Presence and to us, because the Presence suffers along
with us in our exile, to wit: “In all their troubles He was troubled...” of which the Sages said:
“Wherever Israel was exiled, the Presence accompanies them,” such as Egypt. That is why he
used the transitive verb nachamu—rather than hitnachamu—meaning you [Israel] console Me.
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Another Midrash interprets [one] nachamu for celestial Jerusalem and the other for terrestrial
Jerusalem. “Speak to Jerusalem’s heart” is the celestial, while “call to her” is terrestrial...

“Like a bridegroom adorned with a turban,” He will restore Jerusalem’s glory, and “like a bride
bedecked with her finery,” He will restore the holy vessels: the ark, the altars, and the rest of
the holy utensils. Hence the prophet said nachamu twice and that is why the seven haftarot of
consolation commence with this one.



Vayeilekh: Isaiah 55:6-56:8

Seeking Out God
Seek the LORD while He can be found, call to Him while INRIP INXNND M YT ()
He is near. Let the wicked give up his ways, the sinful 1297 YW7 2ty (1) .233R N2
man his plans; let him turn back to the LORD, and He ) '7N 2V YRavnn NR u’m
will pardon him; to our God, for he freely forgives. na 13’1'72*2 '7N1 NN
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Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani said, "[There is a relevant] parable: To what is the matter similar?
To a king who resided in a province and the people of the province were angering him. The king
got angry and went outside of it [a distance of] ten mil and he stayed there. A man saw him,
[and] he said to the people of the province, 'Know that the king is angry with you and he is
seeking to send his legions upon the city to destroy it. Go out and appease him and he will
return to you, before he distances himself from you.' A clever man was there, [and] he said to
them, 'Fools, While the king was with you, you did not seek to appease him. And now before he
distances himself, go out to him. Maybe he will accept you.'"" Hence it is stated, "Pursue the
Lord in His being found" - these are the ten days of repentance, that he is found among you, as
so did Yechezkel say, "a wall between Me and them" (Ezekiel 43:8). This is "call to Him in His
being close. Let the evildoer leave his path and a man his thoughts of iniquity and return to the
Lord and He will have mercy upon him" (Isaiah 55:6-7).

God is Sublime

For My plans are not your plans, nor are My ways your D2’NI2AVNN *NIAVNN RY " (n)
ways —declares the LORD. But as the heavens are high ’D () ™ DR) ’311 DT N'71

above the earth, so are My ways high above your ways 7277 I ]; vj_tgwg D?);p 17;3
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And the Midrash Aggadah (Tanhuma Buber, Vayeshev 11 explains:) "For My thoughts are not,"
etc. My laws are not like the laws of man [lit. flesh and blood]. As for you, whoever confesses in
judgment is found guilty, but, as for Me, whoever confesses and gives up his evil way, is granted
clemency (Proverbs 28:13).
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If one person is offended by another, he will seek revenge and not forgive him. And even if he
appears to forgive him, he will guard it in his heart. (That which is visible is called derekh, and
that which is concealed is called machshavah.) | am very forgiving; unlike you, when | forgive—I

do so completely, leaving no trace of the sin.

God is Reliable

For as the rain or snow drops from heaven and returns
not there, but soaks the earth and makes it bring forth
vegetation, yielding seed for sowing and bread for
eating, So is the word that issues from My mouth: it
does not come back to Me unfulfilled, but performs
what | purpose, achieves what | sent it to do.
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Nature Rejoices

Yea, you shall leave in joy and be led home secure.
Before you, mount and hill shall shout aloud, and all
the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of

the -, a cypress shall rise; instead of the -, a

LORD, as an everlasting sign that shall not perish.

myrtle shall rise. These shall stand as a testimony to the
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Even Non-Jews Will Benefit

Thus said the LORD: observe what is right and do what
is just; for soon My salvation shall come, and my
deliverance be revealed. Happy is the man who does
this, the man who holds fast to it: who keeps the
sabbath and does not profane it, and stays his hand
from doing any evil. Let not the foreigner say, who has
attached himself to the LORD, “The LORD will keep me
apart from His people”; and let not the eunuch say, “I
am a withered tree.” For thus said the LORD: “As for
the eunuchs who keep My sabbaths, who have chosen
what | desire and hold fast to My covenant— | will give
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them, in My House and within My walls, a monument
and a name better than sons or daughters. | will give
them an everlasting name which shall not perish. As for
the foreigners who attach themselves to the LORD, to
minister to Him, and to love the name of the LORD, to
be His servants— all who keep the sabbath and do not
profane it, and who hold fast to My covenant— | will
bring them to My sacred mount and let them rejoice in
My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices
shall be welcome on My altar; for My House shall be
called a house of prayer for all peoples.” Thus declares
the Lord GOD, who gathers the dispersed of Israel: “I
will gather still more to those already gathered.”
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https://www.vadvashem.org/ World Holocaust Remembrance Center

http://www.shemolam.org.il/ Faith and the Holocaust, Institute for Education and Research




