Nature vs. Nurture:

A Case Study of Rachel and Her Descendants
Rabbanit Dr. Tamara Spitz

Birth of the Children of Rachel

Genesis 30:22-24
(22) Now God remembered Rachel;

God heeded her and opened her womb.

(23) She conceived and bore a son, and
said, “God has taken away my
disgrace.” (24) So she named him
Joseph, which is to say, “May 7' add
another son for me.”

Genesis 35:16-19

(16) They set out from Bethel; but
when they were still some distance
short of Ephrath, Rachel was in
childbirth, and she had hard labor. (17)
When her labor was at its hardest, the
midwife said to her, “Have no fear, for
itis another boy for you.” (18) But as
she breathed her last—for she was
dying—she named him Ben-oni; but
his father called him Benjamin. (19)
Thus Rachel died. She was buried on
the road to Ephrath—now Bethlehem.
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Comparison of Yosef and Esther and Mordechai

Genesis 41:39-44

(39) So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since
God has made all this known to you,
there is none so discerning and wise as
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you. (40) You shall be in charge of my
court, and by your command shall all
my people be directed; only with
respect to the throne shall I be superior
to you.” (41) Pharaoh further said to
Joseph, “See, I put you in charge of all
the land of Egypt.” (42) And removing
his signet ring from his hand, Pharaoh
putit on Joseph’s hand; and he had
him dressed in robes of fine linen, and
put a gold chain about his neck. (43)
He had him ride in the chariot of his
second-in-command, and they cried
before him, “Abrek!” Thus he placed
him over all the land of Egypt. (44)
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh;
yet without you, no one shall lift up
hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.”

Esther 6:6-10

(6) Haman entered, and the king asked
him, “What should be done for a man
whom the king desires to honor?”
Haman said to himself, “Whom would
the king desire to honor more than
me?” (7) So Haman said to the king,
“For the man whom the king desires to
honor, (8) let royal garb which the king
has worn be brought, and a horse on
which the king has ridden and on
whose head a royal diadem has been
set; (9) and let the attire and the horse
be putin the charge of one of the king’s
noble courtiers. And let the man whom
the king desires to honor be attired and
paraded on the horse through the city
square, while they proclaim before
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him: This is what is done for the man
whom the king desires to honor!” (10)
“Quick, then!” said the king to Haman.
“Get the garb and the horse, as you
have said, and do this to Mordecai the
Jew, who sits in the king’s gate. Omit
nothing of all you have proposed.”

Esther 8:1-2

(1) That very day King Ahasuerus gave
the property of Haman, the enemy of
the Jews, to Queen Esther. Mordecai
presented himself to the king, for
Esther had revealed how he was
related to her. (2) The king slipped off
his ring, which he had taken back from
Haman, and gave it to Mordecai; and
Esther put Mordecai in charge of
Haman’s property.
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Rachel’s Children in the Midrash

Bereishit Rabbah 87:6

(6) She spoke to Joseph every day
(Bereshit 39,10), Rabbi Yudan in the
name of Rabbi Benjamin said: The
children of Rachel were equally tested
and equal in their greatness. They are
tested equally: "She spoke to Joseph
every day" "And they told him every
day" (Esther 3,4), "And he didn't listen
to her" (Esther 3,4) "And he didn't
listen to them"

And their greatness is equal: "And
Pharoh took off his ring" (Bereshit
41,42) "And the king took off his ring"
(Esther 8,2) "And put it on Joseph's
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"

finger" "And gave it to Mordechai"
"And he dressed [Joseph] in fine
clothes" "And gave the dress and the
horse..And Haman took him.." "And he
places a golden collar on his neck"
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"And Esther placed Mordechai in
charge of the House of Haman" "And
they drove him around in Pharoh's
charriot" "And they led him on his
horse through the city" "and they
called before him..." "And they called
before him..."
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Transformation Of the Descendants of Rachel

Genesis 45:5

(5) Now, do not be distressed or
reproach yourselves because you sold
me hither; it was to save life that God
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sent me ahead of you.

Esther 4:14

(14) On the contrary, if you keep silent
in this crisis, relief and deliverance will
come to the Jews from another quarter,
while you and your father’s house will
perish. And who knows, perhaps you
have attained to royal position for just
such a crisis.”
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