Naphtali: Ties that Bind

Tamar Weissman
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Genesis 30:7-8

(7) Rachel’s maid Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob a second son.(8) And
Rachel said, “A fateful contest I waged with my sister; yes, and I have
prevailed.” So she named him Naphtali.
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Radak on Genesis 30

((8) 217X “1n01 MRM...AN, “T have engaged in a difficult contest with my
sister;” the root ?Nd means to twist or be twisted as in N22n 2°Nd, a string made
of blue wool, i.e. two strands of yarn combined to make a cord, twisted. By
pulling the two strands together the whole string becomes stronger.

D°P17X "IN01 MARM...TN, “T have engaged in a difficult contest with my sister;”
the root ?Nd means to twist or be twisted as in N30 N9, a string made of blue
wool, i.e. two strands of yarn combined to make a cord, twisted. By pulling the
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two strands together the whole string becomes stronger. ,0°?17X. The use of
the word 019X is symbolic of the fierceness of the sisters’ competition, When
we want to emphasise something as being extraordinary, we sometimes use
the word “elohim” to do this, as for instance in the description of the size of
the city of Nineveh in Jonah 3,3 where it is described as D°P198? 77173 Y. A
similar expression in Psalms 36,7 9-X 17712 describes towering mountains by
using the word elohim as the appropriate adjective to describe this. Psalms
80,11 Jeremiah 2,31, and Song of Songs 8,6 are some more examples of the use
of the word el or elohim as such an adjective.
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Rashi on Genesis 30:8

(1) @°PPX *71N5I WRESTLINGS OF GOD — Menachem ben Seruk explains in his
Machbereth (Dictionary) that the word >?1n91is of the same root as ?°nd in
(Numbers 19:15) “a covering (?°n9) closely bound upon it”, so that the words
here mean: By bonds from God have I been joined to my sister (made equal to
her) to merit the privilege of having children. I, however, explain it in the same
sense as (Deuteronomy 32:5) “perverse and crooked (107091 wpy)”. I have
been persistent and have made many importunities and wrestlings with God
that I may become like my sister.(2) >N’ 03 AND I HAVE PREVAILED — He
has yielded to my importunities. Onkelos translated it in the sense of prayer
(7790), in this way: *nPN51 °P%X *7INDI means prayers that were pleasing to
God I offered and I was accepted and was answered like my sister.
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Deuteronomy 33:23

(23) And of Naphtali he said: O Naphtali, sated with favor And full of the
LORD’s blessing, Take possession on the west and south.
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Genesis 49:21
(21) Naphtali is a hind let loose, Which yields lovely fawns.
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Genesis 31:4-5

(4) Jacob had Rachel and Leah called to the field, where his flock was, (5) and
said to them, “I see that your father’s manner toward me is not as it has been
in the past. But the God of my father has been with me.
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Psalms 119:60

(60) I have hurried and not delayed to keep Your commandments.
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Pirkei Avot 5:20

(20) Judah ben Tema said: Be strong as a leopard, and swift as an eagle, and
fleet as a gazelle, and brave as a lion, to do the will of your Father who is in
heaven.
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Judges 4:6-8

(6) She summoned Barak son of Abinoam, of Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to
him, “The LORD, the God of Israel, has commanded: Go, march up to Mount
Tabor, and take with you ten thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun.(7) And I
will draw Sisera, Jabin’s army commander, with his chariots and his troops,
toward you up to the Wadi Kishon; and I will deliver him into your hands.” (8)
But Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, I will go; if not, I will not go.”
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Mesilat Yesharim, excerpted from the chapter entitled “The Trait of Zirizut”

A person’s nature exercises a strong downward pull upon him. . neglect (of his
responsibilities) is due not to an inadequate recognition of his duty nor to any other
cause but the increasing weight of his laziness upon him. He says, “I will eat a little,”
or “Iwill sleep alittle,” or “It is hard for me to leave the house,” or “I have taken off
my shirt; how can I put it on again?” or “Itis very hot outside,” or “It is very cold,” or
“Itis raining too hard,” and all the other excuses and pretenses that fill the mouths
of fools. Whatever the cause, the Torah is neglected, Divine service dispensed with,

and the Creator abandoned.
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