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Object Lessons 
#1 Biblical Period 

 
Timeline of Writing 
3500BCE Beginning of cuneiform writing 
3000 Beginning of hieroglyphic writing 
1840 Writing in Serabit el Khadem 
1200 Merneptah stele 

centuries Izbet Sartah, Bet Zayit abcedaries th11-th12 
century Gezer calendar, Kayafa ostracon th10 

century Bet David inscription th9 
7th century Ekron inscription, bullae, lamelekh handles, Shiloach inscription,  - th8

Sennacherib prism 
century Lachish ostraca, Birkat Kohanim th6 

Second Temple period Uziah inscription, switch to Assyrian letters (ktav ashuri) 
 

What Happened Here? 
 
 רזֶעֵ֔הָ ןבֶאֶ֣הָ־לעַ וּ֙נחֲַיּֽוַ המָ֗חָלְמִּלַ םיתִּ֜שְׁלִפְּ תארַ֨קְלִ֩ לאֵרָשְִׂי אצֵֵ֣יַּו לאֵ֑רָשְִׂי־לכׇלְ לאֵ֖וּמשְׁ־רבַדְ יהְִ֥יַו
  ׃קפֵֽאֲבַ וּנ֥חָ םיתִּ֖שְׁלִפְוּ

and Samuel’s word went forth to all Israel. 
Israel marched out to engage the Philistines in battle; they encamped near Eben-
ezer, while the Philistines encamped at Aphek. (Samuel I 4:1) 

 
 

Alphabetical Order 
 

 וּנאצָמָ וּהֻניִוּקִּשֶׁ םוֹיּהַ הזֶ �אַ וּנעְלָּבִּ וּרמְאָ ןשֵׁ וּקרְחַַיַּו וּקרְשָׁ ִ�יבְַיוֹא לכָּ םהֶיפִּ ִ�ילַעָ וּצפָּ )זט(:ב הכיא
 בֵיוֹא ִ�ילַעָ חמַּשְַׂיַו למָחָ אְ�ו סרַהָ םדֶקֶ ימֵימִ הוָּצִ רשֶׁאֲ וֹתרָמְאֶ עצַּבִּ םמָזָ רשֶׁאֲ 'ה השָׂעָ )זי( :וּניאִרָ
 :ִ�ירָצָ ןרֶקֶ םירִהֵ

Sanhedrin 104 Rava says that Rabbi Yoḥanan says: For what reason did the 
prophet precede the verse beginning with the letter peh to the verse beginning 
with the letter ayin in several chapters of Lamentations? it is for the spies who 
said with their mouths [befihem] what they did not see with their eyes 
[be’eineihem].  

 
Widespread Literacy 

 
Gideon came to the Jordan and crossed it. The three hundred men with him were 
famished, but still in pursuit.  
He said to the people of Succoth, “Please give some loaves of bread to the men 
who are following me, for they are famished, and I am pursuing Zebah and 
Zalmunna, the kings of Midian.”  
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But the officials of Succoth replied, “Are Zebah and Zalmunna already in your 
hands, that we should give bread to your troops?”  
“I swear,” declared Gideon, “when the LORD delivers Zebah and Zalmunna into 
my hands, I’ll thresh your bodies upon desert thorns and briers!”  . . . 
On his way back from the battle at the Ascent of Heres, Gideon son of Joash  
captured a boy from among the people of Succoth and interrogated him. The 
latter drew up for him a list of the officials and elders of Succoth, seventy-seven 
in number. (Judges 8) 

 
Asherah 

 
ָוֹהְי ינֵ֣יעֵבְּ ע֙רַהָ־תאֶ לאֵ֤רָשְִׂי־יֽנֵבְ וּשׂ֨עֲַיַּו  םילִ֖עָבְּהַ־תאֶ וּד֥בְעַַיַּו םהֶ֑יהֵ�אֱ הוָֹ֣הְי־תאֶ וּח֖כְּשְִׁיּֽוַ ה֔
  ׃תוֹרֽשֵׁאֲהָ־תאְֶו

The Israelites did what was offensive to God; they ignored the Eternal their God 
and worshiped the Baalim and the Asheroth. (Judges 3:7) 

 
ֹבקְ חלַ֨שְׁ התָּ֗עְַו  יאֵ֤יבְִנוּ םישִּׁ֗מִחֲַו תוֹא֣מֵ עבַּ֧רְאַ לעַבַּ֜הַ יאֵ֨יבְִנ־תאְֶו למֶ֑רְכַּהַ רהַ֣־לאֶ לאֵ֖רָשְִׂי־לכׇּ־תאֶ ילַ֛אֵ ץ֥

  ׃לבֶֽזָיאִ ןחַ֥לְשֻׁ ילֵ֖כְֹא תוֹא֔מֵ עבַּ֣רְאַ ה֙רָשֵׁאֲהָ
Now summon all Israel to join me at Mount Carmel, together with the four 
hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, 
who eat at Jezebel’s table.” (Kings I 18:19)  

 
ָיַּו ֹמ�שְׁ־לאְֶו דִ֙ודָּ־לאֶ הָ֙וֹהְי רמַ֤אָ רשֶׁ֨אֲ תִיבַּ֗בַּ השָׂ֑עָ רשֶׁ֣אֲ הרָ֖שֵׁאֲהָ לסֶפֶּ֥־תאֶ םשֶׂ֕  הזֶּ֜הַ תִיבַּ֨בַּ וֹנ֔בְ ה֣
͏לַ֗שָׁוּריבִוּ   ׃םלָֽוֹעלְ ימִ֖שְׁ־תאֶ םישִׂ֥אָ לאֵ֔רָשְִׂי יטֵ֣בְשִׁ֙ לֹכּמִ י֙תִּרְחַ֙בָּ רשֶׁ֤אֲ םִ

The sculptured image of Asherah that he made he placed in the House 
concerning which God had said to David and to his son Solomon, “In this House 
and in Jerusalem, which I chose out of all the tribes of Israel, I will establish My 
name forever. (Kings II 21:7) 

 
 th“For YHVH and His Asherah” (Inscription from Kuntillat Ajrud in the Sinai, 9

century BCE) 
 
Ashtoret 

  ׃תוֹרֽתָּשְׁעַלְָו לעַבַּ֖לַ וּד֥בְעַַיַּו הוָֹ֑הְי־תאֶ וּב֖זְעַַיַּו
They forsook GOD and worshiped Baal and the Ashtaroth. (Judges 2:13) 
   

ֹיּו ָוֹהְי־לאֶ ם֙יבִשָׁ םתֶּ֤אַ םכֶ֗בְבַלְ־לכׇבְּ־םאִ רֹ֒מאלֵ֮ לאֵרָשְִׂי תיבֵּ֣־לכׇּ־לאֶ לאֵ֗וּמשְׁ רמֶא֣ ־תאֶ וּריסִ֜הָ ה֔
 דיַּ֥מִ םכֶ֖תְאֶ לצֵַּ֥יְו וֹדּ֔בַלְ וּהדֻ֣בְעְִו הָ֙וֹהְי־לאֶ םכֶ֤בְבַלְ וּניכִ֨הְָו תוֹר֑תָּשְׁעַהְָו םכֶ֖כְוֹתּמִ רכֵָ֛נּהַ יהֵ֧�אֱ
  ׃םיתִּֽשְׁלִפְּ

And Samuel said to all the House of Israel, “If you mean to return to God with all 
your heart, you must remove the alien gods and the Ashtaroth from your midst 
and direct your heart to God, who alone you should serve. Then you will be 
delivered from the hands of the Philistines.” (Samuel I 10:6) 

 
ֹמ�שְׁ �לֶיֵַּ֣ו ֹתּשְׁעַ ירֵ֣חֲאַ ה֔ ֹכּלְמִ ירֵ֣חֲאְַו םינִֹ֑דצִ יהֵ֖�אֱ תרֶ֔   ׃םיֽנִֹמּעַ ץקֻּ֖שִׁ ם֔



 

Shulie Mishkin Object Lessons #1 
 

Solomon followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Phoenicians, and Milcom the 
abomination of the Ammonites. (Kings I 11:5) 
 
The Baal and the Rain 

 
 “parched is the furrow of soil . . Parched is El’s soil furrow,: Baal neglects the 
furrow of his tillage. Where is powerful Baal? Where is the prince, lord of the 

c BCE:) th14-th(Ugaritic poem about Baal found in Ras Shamra, 15earth?”  
 

 
ָוהְי־םאְֻנ א֙וּההַ־םוֹיּבַ היָ֤הְָו   ׃ילִֽעְבַּ דוֹע֖ ילִ֥־יאִרְקְתִ־אְֽ�ו ישִׁ֑יאִ יאִ֖רְקְתִּ ה֔

And in that day —declares the LORD— You will call [Me] Ishi, And no more will 
you call Me Baali.  (Hosea 2:18-19) 

 
Calves 

 
ֹיַּו הכָ֑סֵּמַ לגֶעֵ֣ וּהשֵׂ֖עֲַיּֽוַ טרֶחֶ֔בַּ וֹ֙תֹא רצַיַָּ֤ו םדָָ֗יּמִ חקִַּ֣יַּו  ץרֶאֶ֥מֵ ºוּל֖עֱהֶ רשֶׁ֥אֲ לאֵ֔רָשְִׂי º֙יהֶ֙�אֱ הלֶּאֵ֤ וּר֔מְא֣

 ׃םִירָֽצְמִ
This he took from them and cast in a mold, and made it into a molten calf. And 
they exclaimed, “This is your god, O Israel, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt (Shmot 32:4) 

ַיַּו �לֶמֶּ֔הַ ץעַ֣וִָּיַּו ֹיַּו בהָ֑זָ ילֵ֣גְעֶ ינֵ֖שְׁ שׂעַ֕ ͏לַ֔שָׁוּרְי תוֹל֣עֲמֵ ם֙כֶלָ־ברַ םהֶ֗לֵאֲ רמֶא֣  לאֵ֔רָשְִׂי º֙יהֶ֙�אֱ הנֵּ֤הִ םִ
  ׃םִירָֽצְמִ ץרֶאֶ֥מֵ ºוּל֖עֱהֶ רשֶׁ֥אֲ

So the king took counsel and made two golden calves. He said to the people, 
“You have been going up to Jerusalem long enough. This is your god, O Israel, 
who brought you up from the land of Egypt!” (Kings I 12:28) 

 
ֹטחֲלַ וּפסִ֣וֹי ׀ התָּ֣עְַו  םהֵ֣ ם֙הֶלָ ה֑½כֻּ םישִׁ֖רָחָ השֵׂ֥עֲמַ םיבִּ֔צַעֲ םָ֙נוּבתְכִּ םפָּ֤סְכַּמִ הכָ֨סֵּמַ ם֩הֶלָ וּשׂ֣עֲַיַּו א֗

  ׃ןוּקֽשִָּׁי םילִ֖גָעֲ םדָ֔אָ יחֵ֣בְֹז םירִ֔מְֹא
And now they go on sinning; They have made them molten images, 
Idols, by their skill, from their silver, Wholly the work of artisans. 
Yet for these they appoint people to sacrifice; They are wont to kiss calves! 
(Hoshea 13:2) 

 
Molech 

 
“and they built the shrines of Baal that are in the Valley of Ben-Hinnom, where 
they offered up their sons and daughters to Molech—when I had never 
commanded, or even thought [of commanding], that they should do such an 
abominable thing, and so bring guilt on Judah” (Jeremiah 32:35) 

 
“Assuredly, a time is coming—declares God—when this place shall no longer be 
called Topheth or Valley of Ben-Hinnom, but Valley of Slaughter.” (Jeremiah 
19:6) 
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Many Places or the One? 
 

 עבַשֶׁ ראֵבְוּ וּאֹבתָ א� לגָּלְגִּהְַו לאֵ תיבֵּ וּשׁרְדְתִּ לאְַו ה וּיחְִו יִנוּשׁרְדִּ לאֵרָשְִׂי תיבֵלְ הָוהְי רמַאָ הֹכ יכִּ
 :ןֶואָלְ הֶיהְִי לאֵ תיבֵוּ הלֶגְִי ה�גָּ לגָּלְגִּהַ יכִּ וּרֹבעֲתַ א�

Thus said the LORD To the House of Israel:Seek Me, and you will live. Do not 
seek Bethel,Nor go to Gilgal,Nor cross. to Beer-sheba;For Gilgal shall go into 
exile,And Bethel shall become a delusion. (Amos 5:4-5 ) 

 
 :דוֹע וּמוּקָי אְ�ו וּלפְָנְו עבַשָׁ ראֵבְּ �רֶדֶּ יחְֵו ןדָּ ºיהֶ�אֱ יחֵ וּרמְאְָו ןוֹרמְֹשׁ תמַשְׁאַבְּ םיעִבָּשְִׁנּהַ

Those who swear by the guilt of Samaria, Saying, “As your god lives, Dan,” And 
“As the way to Beersheba lives They shall fall to rise no more.(Amos 8:14 ) 

 
ָיּקִזְחִ ריסִ֤הֵ רשֶׁ֨אֲ אוּה֗־אוֹלהֲ וּנחְטָ֑בָּ וּניהֵ֖�אֱ הוָֹ֥הְי־לאֶ ילַ֔אֵ ןוּר֣מְאֹת־יֽכְִו  ויתָֹ֔חבְּזְמִ־תאְֶו ויתָֹ֣מבָּ־תאֶ וּ֙ה֙
ֹיַּו ͏לַ֔שָׁוּר֣ילְִו ה֙דָוּהילִֽ רמֶא֤ ͏לָֽשָׁוּריבִּ וּו֖חֲתַּשְׁתִּֽ הזֶּ֔הַ חַבֵּ֣זְמִּהַ יֵ֙נפְלִ םִ   ׃םִ

And if you tell me that you are relying on the ETERNAL your God: is this not the 
very one whose shrines and altars Hezekiah did away with, telling Judah and 
Jerusalem, ‘You must worship only at this altar in Jerusalem’? (Kings II 18:22) 
 

What We Do and What We Don’t Do 
 

ֹמאלֵ ֹבעֲַי יתַ֞מָ ר֗ ֹחהַ ר֤  תוֵּ֖עַלְוּ לקֶשֶׁ֔ לידִּ֣גְהַלְוּ ה֙פָיאֵ ןיטִ֤קְהַלְ רבָּ֑־החָתְּפְִנְו תבָּ֖שַּׁהְַו רבֶשֶּׁ֔ הרָיבִּ֣שְַׁנְו שׁ֙דֶ֙
  ׃המָֽרְמִ ינֵ֥זְאֹמ

saying, “If only the new moon were over, so that we could sell grain; the sabbath, 
so that we could offer wheat for sale, using an ephah that is too small, and a 
shekel that is too big, tilting a dishonest scale (Amos 8:5) 

 
 רשֶׁ֥אֲכַּ תבָּ֔שַּׁהַ םוֹי֣־תאֶ ם֙תֶּשְׁדַּקְִו וּשׂ֑עֲתַ א֣� הכָ֖אלָמְ־לכְׇו תבָּ֔שַּׁהַ םוֹי֣בְּ ם֙כֶיתֵּבָּֽמִ אשָּׂ֤מַ וּאיצִ֨וֹת־אְ�ו
 ]עַוֹמ֔שְׁ[ )עמוש( יתִּ֣לְבִלְ םפָּ֔רְעׇ־תאֶ וּ֙שׁקְַיַּו םנָ֑זְאׇ־תאֶ וּטּ֖הִ אְ֥�ו וּע֔מְשָׁ אְ֣�ו ׃םֽכֶיתֵוֹבאֲ־תאֶ יתִיוִּ֖צִ
  ׃רסָֽוּמ תחַקַ֥ יתִּ֖לְבִלְוּ

Nor shall you carry out burdens from your houses on the sabbath day, or do any 
work, but you shall hallow the sabbath day, as I commanded your ancestors. But 
they would not listen or turn their ear; they stiffened their necks and would not 
pay heed or accept discipline. (Jeremiah 17:22-23).. 

 
ֹא ֶ�ותָּ֔בַּ ]ת֙חַאַ[ )דחא( רחַ֤אַ תוֹנּ֗גַּהַ־לאֶ םירִ֜הֲטַּמִּֽהְַו םישִׁ֨דְּקַתְמִּהַ  רבָּ֑כְעַהְָו ץקֶשֶּׁ֖הְַו ריזִ֔חֲהַ רשַׂ֣בְּ י֙לֵכְֽ
  ׃הֽוָֹהְי־םאְֻנ וּפסָֻ֖י ודָּ֥חְַי

Those who sanctify and purify themselves to enter the groves, imitating one in 
the center, eating the flesh of the swine, the reptile, and the mouse, shall one 
and all come to an end—declares God. (Isaiah 66:17) 
 
Attempts at Reform 
 
In the third year of King Hoshea son of Elah of Israel, Hezekiah son of King Ahaz 
of Judah became king. He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and 
he reigned in Jerusalem twenty-nine years; his mother’s name was Abiadaughter 
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of Zechariah. He did what was pleasing to the LORD, just as his father David had 
done. He abolished the shrines and smashed the pillars and cut down the sacred 
post. He also broke into pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for 
until that time the Israelites had been offering sacrifices to it; it was called 
Nehushtan. (Kings II 18:1-3) 
 
How to Desecrate 
 

׃םוֹֽיּהַ־דעַ ]תוֹא֖צָוֹמֽלְ[ )תוארחמל( וּהמֻ֥שְִׂיַו לעַבַּ֔הַ תיבֵּ֣־תאֶ וּ֙צתְִּיּֽוַ לעַבָּ֑הַ תבַ֣צְּמַ תאֵ֖ וּצ֔תְִּיּֽוַ  
Kings II 10:27 And they pulled down the pillar of the Ba’al, and pulled down 
the house of the Ba’al, and made it a latrine unto this day. 

 
When is the Spirit of Idolatry Broken? 
 
 “And they cried in a loud voice to the Lord their God” (Nehemiah 9:4). What did 
they say? Rav Yehuda says, and some say it is Rav Yonatan who says: Woe, 
woe [baya, baya], this [evil inclination for idol worship] is what destroyed the 
Temple, and burned the Sanctuary, and murdered the righteous ones, and 
caused the Jewish people to be exiled from their land. And it still dances among 
us, Didn’t You give it to us solely for receiving reward [for overcoming it?] We do 
not want it, nor do we not want its reward. The people fasted for three days and 
prayed for mercy. a note fell for them from the heavens in which was written: 
Truth. . . The form of a fiery lion cub came forth from the chamber of the Holy of 
Holies. ..The prophet said to them: Throw it into a container made of lead and 
cover it with lead, as lead absorbs sound. As it is written: “And he said: This is 
the evil one. And he cast it down into the midst of the measure, and he cast a 
stone of lead upon its opening” (Zechariah 5:8). (Sanhedrin 64a) 
 
Rav Ashi said to him [Menashe]: Since you were so wise, what is the reason you 
engaged in idol worship? Manasseh said to him: Had you been there at that time, 
you would have taken and lifted the hem of your cloak and run after me 
(Sanhedrin 102b) 
 


