Does the Male Beit Din Have to See the Women
Converts in the Mikvah?
Adam Mintz
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Yevamot 45b

Rabbi Hiyya bar Ami’s slave immersed a certain gentile woman for
the sake of having intimate relations, i.e., to purify her from her
menstrual impurity. Rav Yosef said: I am able to render both her and
her daughter fit to marry into the congregation of Israel. With regard to
her, I can render her fit in accordance with the opinion of Rav Asi, as
Rav Asi said concerning a woman whose status as a convert was unclear
but who lived as a part of the Jewish people and acted like all other
Jewish women: Didn’t she immerse for the sake of purifying herself
from her menstruation? Therefore, even if the original immersion was
invalid, her intention in subsequent immersions was sufficient to be
considered for the sake of conversion, since ultimately she immersed as
an expression of her commitment to Judaism. She is therefore fully
Jewish. And with regard to her daughter, she is the daughter of a
gentile or slave who engaged in intercourse with a Jewish woman,
and the halakha is that the lineage of the offspring is unflawed.
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Yevamot 47b

For the immersion of a woman: Women appointed by the court seat her in
the water of the ritual bath up to her neck, and two Torah scholars stand
outside the bath house so as not to compromise her modesty, and from there
they inform her of some of the lenient mitzvot and some of the stringent
mitzvot.
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Mishneh Torah, Forbidden Intercourse 13

(9) [The following laws apply with regard to] a female convert who we
see conduct herself according to the ways of Israel at all times, for
example, she immerses herself after being a niddah, she separates
terumah from dough, or the like, and to a male convert who follows the
paths of Israel, for example, he immerses himself after a seminal
emission, and performs all the mitzvot. These are considered as righteous
converts even though there are no witnesses to testify before whom they
converted. Nevertheless, if they come to marry among the Jewish people,
we do not allow them unless they bring witnesses, or they immerse
themselves in our presence. The rationale is that their identity was
originally established as gentiles.
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Three [judges] stand over him and inform him about some of the easy
mitzvot and some of the more severe ones a second time while he stands
in the water. If the convert was female, women position her in the water
until her neck while the judges are outside. They inform her about some
of the easy mitzvot and some of the more severe ones while she is sitting
in the water. Then she immerses herself in their presence. Afterwards,
they turn their faces away and depart so that they will not see her when
she ascends from the water.
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A. There is a clear tendency not to support the position of the rabbis who
make conversion procedures difficult.

B. The perception of modesty is becoming stronger. Women prefer to be
examined by female doctors rather than by male doctors. Some women
are looking for the opportunity to immerse themselves alone, and not
with a female attendant in the room, who, in their opinion, violates their
intimacy.

C. There is greater general and halakhic awareness of the value of human
dignity.

All of this indicates that we should return to the procedure proposed
here, that women should supervise women, while the dayanim will check
the acceptance of the commandments near the conversion. This
procedure is completely a priori, and not retrospectively.

It is important for me to note that my objection to the question of
modesty in the conversion status before the dayanim is not based on a
survey of female converts. And I certainly did not ask the female converts,
whose modesty and dignity have been trampled on beyond what is
reasonable. My response is based on a basic question that I ask myself:
Do I see myself in a mikveh covered only with a robe (even if it is sealed),
while three men stand above me.

My resolute answer is no. This answer is based on the understanding of
the concept of modesty of a simple Jewish woman like me. The fact that
most converts are silent does not indicate anything, except, perhaps,
their apprehension and fear and their strong desire to accept the seal of
kashrut of the Jewish people without question. Our role, rabbis and
rabbis, is to act according to the halakha. Here I would like to argue that
if there is a way for women to observe women immerse, I do not see the
reason why men are permitted to do so.
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